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Together with an APPENDIX, 
containing Propoſi:ions, tending to 
clear up the Lawfulnefs, and Expe- 
diency of tranſating with God in 
that way. 


In purſuit of a Defign propoſed by Mr. R.A. 
in his Book: entiruled, The V;ndication of 
Godlineſs, And by Mr. Tho, Fincent, in 
his Book, called Words wheriby we may be 


> —TEIT—T—_— —_  ——— 


By SAMUEL VVINNEYX, ſomerimes 


ſaved, 


+ which zs added, 
A brief Diſcovery of the nearneſs of ſuch a 
People unto God, on Pſzl. 148, 14, 
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Miniſter of the Gofpcl at Gla/tan in Somerſetſhire, 
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To the Worſhipful John 
Lane E/quire, Citizen «f 
London ; together with 
his Vertuous Toke fellow, 
Mris, Elizabeth Lane, 
DS. We wiſh«h happineſs 
here and hereafter. 


(pz c making, and 

look upon as the 
wards the Sons of Men. That, 
Dutt, and then take him wto 


Flononred Sir, Madam 

entring into Cove- 

nant with Man, 1 
moſt Condeſcending at of 
Grace,that ever was paſſed tos 
the Almighty God ſhould 
form a Man out of the Clay,or 
Covenant with himſelf; It 
| A2 was 


Evpiſile, : 
was ſo high a Dignity vouch- 
ſated, aud Conferred, that 
can hardly enter into our , 
thoughts with ſufficient ad- 
miration : but that when 
the firſt Covenant was broe 
ken, God ſhould make a new . 
Covenant, and not take the 
forſeiture of the firſt, to his 
utter undoing, how much 
more great is his k:ndneſs ! 
It ſhews the matchleſs and 
unconceiveable love and re- 


ſpe that God had to the Sons 


- of men, Methinks the hearts 


of ren ſhould not (I bleſs 
God I hope I can ſay in the 
ſimplicity of my heart, that 1 
cannot) but, not onely with 
Joy, but exultation kumbly 
adore this his diſpenſation 
rowards us, What, that we 
ſhould be in ſuch a Covenant? 
which is eſtabliſhed upon bet- 
ter Pcomiſes,laid on a better 

Foun- 


| 


[ 


: Dedicatory. 


Foundation, yea the beſt Pro- 


miſes, and the beſt Founda- 
tion : not only with man,but 
with him upou the account 
of th: Med:ator, a Covenanc 
that ſhall never be b:oken ; 
For God will never break it 
on his part, and he hath un- 
dertaken that we ſhall never 
fin ally fall from it, yea that 
hee'l pardon all the falls that 
are out of infirmity from it, 
that do thereby violate it, Cer- 
tainly theſe expreſſions of 
taking hold of God 's Covenant, 
and joyning our ſelves to the 
Lord in Covenant, are to my 
Soul, ſuch things as are better 
than a thouſand Cordials, to 
any ſinking, fainting heart, 
and through grace do, and 
ſhall Experimentally find more 
ſolid Satisfattory Comfort in, 
than in all things in the 
World; That ſuch as we are, 

A3 ſhould 


 Epiſile 


ſhould be ſo highly favoured, ' 


and befriended by the Great 
and Glorious God, Sir, the 
vindication of the lawfulneſs, 
and expediency of every Chri- 
ſtians particular TranſaQing 
with God in this way, is the 
ſum of all the middle part, 
which occaſioned the prefix- 
ivg this foregoing,and the ad- 
dir:on of the laſt part vt this 
ſhore Treatiſe. To your {elf 
and your good Lady do I de- 
Gicate this ſmall pizce, as 
knowing that you have a 
through expeiience of the 
Tcuth which is contained in 
the following ſheets: And 
therefore not only upon the 
account of the honour, I ow 
you for the Maultitude of 
kinduefles, and tokens of 
faithful love which ſince I 
knew you, I and my whole 
family have received from 

your 
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| Deaicatory. 
> your ſelf,your gracious Lady, 
* yea your whole family; which 
I ſhall forbear here to menti- 
on further, as knowiog , 
that you defire not any one 
ſhould (as you your felt do 
not) blow a Trumpet belore 
you 3 Bat for Religion's ſake, 
and that Covenant-relation,in 
which you and yours ſtaud 
allyed to God, I know not 
how to teſtifile and render 
dues of thanks to you, in any 
other or better way than thiss 
it you ſhall continue to favour 
me, in accepting this ſmall 
teſtimony of love,and reſpects 
to your ſelf, and family, as TI, 
know you do not only ap- 
prove of, but alſo are perſwa- 
ded of,and have embraced the 
Truth,and Priviledges herein 
preſented ro the World, I 
have attained the end in this 
Dedication, Sir, though they 
A 4 are 
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Ted itatory, 
are deyoid of the Embelliſh- 
ments of large and many Mar- 
ginal quotations, and the Em- 
broidery of curious and en- 
ticing words; yet here are the 
plain Truths of God which I 
do the rather preſent to you, 
knowing that true of you 
which is upon record of Ja- 
cov, as his high Commenda- 
tion, by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
though he was a great man, 
yet he was a plain Mans 
which phraſe is vo mean 
Commendation, it we Con- 
der the Lord himſelt giving 
it tO 7ob. cyap. 1,1, With Gen, 
25, 27. * WEO was a non- 
{uch in his Generation 3 he 


caiiuot better expreſs than in the Paraphtaſe ofa Re- 
verend Divine. 7? vs of Lrrger ſignification than that 


phraſe of ours [4 plain man] for that mm Common 


ſpeech noteth owe that x5 ſiwple, and dealeth ſquarely 


and evenly, without fraud,decertyguile, or any tricks 
tn his attions, (o may one be and have no great good- 
meſs in him, but this word is uſed to denote az up- 


7 ght-hearted man, 4a truely and intirely Godly man, 


A 


/ 
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Epiſtle 
= perfect man that 15 good within as well as with- 
, Outs, and good in all things, at all times, and 

in all places, one as well as another ;, one that care- 
fully follows all rhe Commandments of God, not gt- 

ving himſelf leave to ſwerve from any ©* Gods ways 
at any time, Mr, Wheatlys Prototype Examp, of Ja- 
cob, Cap. 26. P. 4u. 

was a perfet and upright man, 

&c, yeato the acculers face, 

Job 2. 3. in the ſame words, 

Sir, defiring God to reward 

all your labour of love to my 

ſelf, and all my brethren, . 

which hath not been ſmall, 

for quantity or duration, even 

ever ſince I knew you, to my 

ſelf. In Teſtimony of my 

thankfulneſs ro you, being 

well-affured ot this, :!';ar your- 

ſelf, and all yours will. very 

wellreliſh and accept, and do. 

partake of the things herein 

treated of and humbly pre- 

ſented to - your view, not 

doubting, but they will be- 

all your portion, I crave leave 


— ——— 
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Epifile, &c, 1 
to Commend them to you, 


| 1 and your ſelf and yours to the 
4 protection oft Almighty | 
0 i | God, and ſhall Continue to 
i} _- Your unfeigned 
I | thankful Friend, 
1 and Seryant in 
1 | the Goſpel, 
p S, W, 
3 
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To the Courtecus Reader , 


eſpecially the Fearers of 


the things bere preſented: 
tathe publick. 


; Chriſtian and courteous Reader, 


He Expoſ; ng of the/e 
things ta the publick 
Uiew, was thus occa« 
fioned : Had not the 
ſub otned Propoſitions been 
(though at the firſt written for 
the uſe and ſatisfatton of a pri» 
vate friend) deſired by many.,. 
Mimilers fo ome, ar well ar 0- 
tbers,to be mae publick ;, 1 had. 
at been prevailed with, to put 
zheſe ſhort notes before "the eyes 
of the World: but being approved 

by the Judgment of tbe Joe. | 
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To the Reader. 


rend Author of Vindiciz Pieta- | 
tis, and another Ancient and | 
able Divine, whoſe joint ſuffrage ' 


I looked on as a ſufficient encou- 
ragement to it;, and indeed with- 
out the Conſent of Mr. -R. A. 
I foould never have yielded to tit, 
looking upon it as a thing too 
ſaucy, and pragmatical with- 


out him, to adventure ſo to do, 


the thing vindicated being firſt 
expoſed and propoſed in hts fore- 
named Book, And jith I beard, 
that that way of t1 anſatting with 
God was queſtioned by ſome 0- 
thers,both before, and finte they 


were expoſed to his judicious | 


Conſideration ; Some looking 
on it as anew kind of Covenant 
between God and his people , 
whereas tt 1s but the ſame Cove- 
nant, more particularly applyed 


_ and laid hold on; I thought tt 


meet,as I was encouraged to pro- 


Poſe what meditations I had di- 
geped 
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| To the Reader, 
geſted for the ſatisfaftton of their 
| Judgments, and preventing thoſe 
' muſapprebenſions they bad about 
it, Some other things I had 
in my thoughts to prefix : but by ' 
a providence (ſomething more 
than ordinary) was more preſt 
in my Spirit, to fix my 
thoughts on thu Scripture bere 
enſiſted on : which when I obſer- 
ved ſo ſuitable thereto, I could 
nb longer forbear but ſet my moſt 
ſerious meditations on work to 
comply at once both with thePro- 
vidence, and with the requeſt of 
my many friends, requeſting its 
(ommuntcation, The Jags 
eng of which, though ſhort, yet 
would have proved tedious to 
the many that requeſted it, and 
I hope may bring ſome profit,and 
ſatirfattion to ſame into whoſe 
bands they may come; that 
never deſired, nor thought of a- 
ny ſach ting ; The only thing 1 


bave 


hn 7 d che Reader, 


 bave cauſe tobe aſhamed of, ir, 


the.narrowneſs of my own heart, 
in handling a matter of ſo excel- 
lent, and important a concern, 
T have defied to ſpeak pertinent- 


ly, and briefly, and not to en= | 


large by digreſſuon,but what may 
prove moſt ſuttable to my main 
deſign, In Sermons, that are 


preach! ,where there 1s only hear- 


ing far the time of Speaking,there 
need 80 be inculcattng things as 
gain ana-agatn, as others of my 


Brethren know as- well as I ; ( 


affettion's Dull, memorie's trear 
cherous, and after-meditation 
#00 t08 much negletted, So that 


repetitions,and rebearſal,if they | 


be not vain repetitions, and af- 
fetted, prove beneficial wery 


much to the bearers, from whom 


(therr under ſtandings bing al- 
fo ſhallow, for the generatity. of 
Moſt audit ers ») F4 M3 


+ 


IP only, 


| | eaar, and 
watertal poſſagess once named 
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To the Reader, 


only, the molt part of them paſs 
; away, (if the affeftions be for 
' preſent a little ſtirred) without 
that due ſavour and abiding ef- 
fieacy, that by preſſing again 
, ana again they might have. 
Now this 1s needleſs in Printed 
Books, where reviewing makes 
uþ the ſupply of that if there be 
any additions or alterations, as 
ſome few there are, which may 
be obſerved by the Reader that 
beard theſe things 5 1 hope they 
will not be unacceptable, or un- 
profitable, Accept of this ſmall 
andertaking as the good will of 
the Awthor, and read not in 
travficu, or by rote, but with 
deliberation and meditation 
(for I am Confident, that the 
beneftt we might reap by many | 
@ good bork, us loft for lack of 

#is) that the ſweetneſs of ths 
work (for tis b»th precious and 
ſweet, and 1 bleſs God for the 


Ov*- 
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To the Reader, 
experience of it) may be at laſt 
diffuſed wholly into thy Soul: | 
and then the deſign is accompli- | 
ſhed, for which the publication 
was intended, and that this may 


be the iſſue,ſhall be the prayer of 


Thine in the work. 
of the Goſpel. 


S. I”s 
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CHAP, I. 


The Introduction, Connexi- 
on of the words obſerved. 
Text conſidered ; and the 
Doctrine drawn, 


— 
— | — 


Joſhua 24+ 22+ 


Ard Joſhua ſaid unto the people, ye 
are witneſſes againſt your ſelves, 
that ye bave choſe you the Lord, 
to ſerve bim, and they ſaid we are 
witneſſes. - 


Eloved, if I ſhould ſpeak to 
B you in the words of Foſhns 
here, as he did tothis peo= 

ple, would you, could you 

return the anſwer hat chis pzople 
did return to Foſhua ? you that are 
here 1n :his place. Have you choſen 
the Lord to you to ſerve him, yea 


or no? how many perſons are there 
| that 


God a Chriſtian's choice, 


that are yet to chuſe their Religion? 


ro chuſe their God ! after they have | 


lived many years in che world, 
Nay Beloved, are not you ” to 
chuſe your God ? the Lord help 
you to con{ider it 3 how many peo= 
ple be there thar are either alcoge- 
ther to chuſe to this day, or elſe 
have choſen others beſides the Lord, 


the true God! how many have 


choſen the God of this world for 
their God ! How many have choſen 
Satan to be their God! and how 
many are joyne{| to fin as their 
God,and thele only will they ſerve; 
whereas it 1s the great duty and 
priviledge of Chriſtians, to joyn 
themſclves, and to be joyned to the 


*KoMa Lord, Iſa.56, 3.with *1Cor, 6.17, 


wevG- 


not glued to fin, but to the Loxd, 


T% *us which denoteth the neareſt con. 


CAB 


junCion, and firmeſt adheſion, that 
can't be parted, or taken aſun- 
der. 

Now [my deſign 11 choice of this 
Scripture 15, not to ſpeak to you 
concerning {crupulous queries, or of 


diſputable and doubcful things, buc 


to treat with you about the main , 
thing, : 


\ 


! 


God a Chriflian's choice, 


| thing, of your chuling God to be 
. your God ; only a little that you 


may take notice of the order, and 
connexion of the words, You may 
fiad in the beginning of the Chap- 
ter, that holy Foſhna now going 
the way of all che * Earth, hav- 
ing brought the Children of 1[rael 
into peſletſion of the promiſed Land, 


Chay. 2 3 . 
14. 


- juſt at his departure, gathers toge- 


ther cheReprelentatives of the whole 
bady of che people. v. 1. And Jo- 
ſ[hua called for the Elders of Iſrael, 
and for thar Heads, and for their 
Tudges, and for thur Officers, and 
they preſented themſelves before the 
Lord,8c, ard in a general convo- 
cation recites the whole Narative of 
God's dealing towards them ab crs« 


gixe,from their very Origina', z.e, 


not only from the beginning of 
their being a Nation, but from the 
choice of Abraham their Father, 
(ho was by deſcent, nation, and 
pratice an Idolater betore God 
cal'd him, v. 2, 3.) to that very 
day ard time thac he ſpaxe unto 
them. In the 14th ver, he gives them 


an exhortation, to behave themſelves 


anſwer- 


. a. 
20 


God a Chriſtian's chozce, 
anſwerably to all thoſe benefits be-) 
towed upon them, in a ſuitable pra*} x 
Aice towards him, Now therefore | 
fear the Lord,and ſerve bum in fince-* | 
rity, and in truth, and put away the, , 
gods which your Fathers ſerved, 8c. | 
and that he might che more effectu.s 
ally win upon themy he offers it asir. 
were to their choice,v, I. and if it, | 
ſeern evid to you to ſerve the Lord, 
chuſe you this day whom. you will 
ſerve, whether the geds which your 
Fathers ſerved that were on the other 
fide of the Flood or-the pods of the 
Amorites 1» whoſe Land ye dwelt, 
and cloſeth up the verſe with his, 
own holy reſolution, — but 4s for 


. me and my houſe we will ſerve the 


Lord, he propoſeth to chem others, 
if they thought they hd deſerved 
better of them, than God had, by* 
what he had done for them, The 
people ſeem with indignation (as 
they had juſt cauſe) to anſwer, and. 
urterly deteſt the motion : and 
therefore give cheir full aſſent to the 
ſervice.of God, on conſideration of 
the mighty wonderful works he had 
wrought tor them, God forbid that 
Wwe 


ra- 
ore| 


Cee 


he 
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God a Chriftian's choice, 
we ſhould forſake the Lord to ſerve 
other gods, v. 16.and they rehearſe 
his Works V. 17, 18, for the Lord 
08r God, be it tis that brought ud tp, 


: and our Fathers out of the Land of 
* Egypt, 8c, thereupon they reſolve, 


that they will ſerye the Lord only. 
Now Foſhua again that he might the 
better fix them in this cheir aſſent 


and choice, tells them that rhey *- 


could not ſerve the Lord, for he is. 
an holy God, v, 19. that is, as the 
ought if they did not forſake their 
fins, or other gods, and cleave to 
him ſtedfaſtly 3 then faich he, ye 
cannot ſerve the Lord, viz. accepta- 
bly,and well pleafingly. Their re- 
ply, with full and joynt conſent is 
reiterated v.21. they ſaid nay,but we 
will ſerve the Lord, 


The words of the Text do con- Genera? 
tain the ratification, and firm con- ſcope of 
clugon of the Covenant that :5 made the words 


berween God and his Pcoplc, upon 
the moſt ſolemn delibcration that 
can be expreſled. 


In them you may take notice of Pr ics 
theſe two things, in particular, lars wn . 


I, There is Foſbua's Propoſal ang *Þ* words 


Decla- 


CIS 


22 


God a Chriſtian's choice, 


Declaration of a double at of this 
people: 

1, Choice of God to be theix © 
God, ye have choſen you the Lord * 
to ſerve him : 

2, Their own witneſs to the act, 
Ye are wineſſes againſt yony ſelves; a$ 
if he ſhould lay, your own act and 
deed this day, ſhall be proof and 
evidence againſt you, if you declire 

#from tollowing the Lord in time to 
come, your own Conſciences with- 
in you, and your own a& and 
deed without you, ſhall teſtifie a« | 
gainſt you. 

IT. Here is the Peoples accep- 
rance,and yielding to this propolal, 
wherein they do diſcoycr 'their un- 
feigned afſent and conſent to what | | 
Foſhua ſaid in the laſt words, and | 
they ſaid we are Witneſſes. 

Now the matter I] thall cull out , 
of theſe words to treat of, (paſſing 
by what elſe I might confider in 


them) 1s the a& of this people, in | 
chuſing the Lord to be their God, \ 


The Doctrine 1s this, 
That God ts, and God ought tobe 
- the choice of every goed 4 "rs 


22: OOO ems on Yrw Os au 


God a Chriſtian's Choice, 
O who wall not ſay Amen to this 
Truth! Or cake it thus ; That it is 
the higheſt and greateſt duty of 
Chriſtianity, co chuſe God unto 
our ſelves; to chuſe the true God 
to be our God : ye have choſen you 
the Lord, The an{wer of the peo- 
ple before, and what.is here {aid of 
them, doth ſuit with the propoſal 
of Foſbua inthe very letter, v. 15, 
chuſe you this day, whom ye will 
ſerve, &c. Here, and before they 


have made God their chief and only 


choice, Ne are witnefſes againſt your 
ſelves, that ye bave choſen the Lord 
to ſerve biy. This is fally expreſt 
in the Prophet David's words, who 
ſeems to have done the very ſame 
thing. Pſal. 16.2. Oh my ſoul, thou 
baſt ſaid to the Loyd, thou art my 
Lord, my goodneſs exiendeth not to 
thee. O my ſoul, thou haſt ſaid unto 
the Lord,8&c. the Prophet ſeems to 
entertain a ſoliloquy with his own 
ſ>ul, he had choſen God to be his 
God, and he was able co ſpeak it 
with the greateſt confidence to, and 
before God himſelf, which argues 
full aſſurance, thou «rs my _ 
an 


23 


24 


God a Chriftian's chotce, 


and to this choice he had made of 
God, he was reſolved to ſtick and 
ftand, (ſo far was he from chuſing 
others, or being taken from God, 
that he would not make mention of 
them, or any thing that concerned 
them, v. 4. Ther ſorrows (hall be 
wultiplyed that haſten after another 
God, their drink;Offering of Blood 
will 1 not offer, nor take their name 
znto my lips, So Gen. 28. 20, 21. 
Facob was flying from his Brother 
Eſau,and he ſaid, if God will give 
me bread to eat and rayment to put 
0n, the Lord ſhall be myGad , il 
Facob will take God to be his God 
upon the account of a little bread 
and water, and apparel, then ſure. 
ly we have greater encouragement 
ro take him to be our God, The 
teſtimony of theſe two ewinent 
Saints of God,are ſufficient to prove 
the truth ; beſides the peoples at in, 
the Text ſpecified, 


CHAP. IL 


Ged a Chriſtians choice, 
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The firſt thing evplained, What 
it ts to Chuſe God, opened, 


N the explication of the Do= 
Etrine, 1 ſhail open thele two 
things following. 

Fuſt, I (hall ſhew you what it 
15 to chuſe G:d to be 0s, 

And Sccond:y, why we areto 
chuie God to be curs, 

Firſt, whatir is :9 chv© God to 
be ours, What 1s the 14:c:-dment of 
it, and what it imp0:ts, 

Here ſeversl things con'iderables 
I. Some things prec<4e:.'. 2, Some 
things there are witergin tte cllence 
of the a&t confiitch, 3- And 
ſomething that is the iflue and 
produt? of it, 

1, Somethings 1mp:yid as pre- 
cedenr. 

T. The Choice cf G:d doth ;im- 
ply a knowledg 0t God, tha: is a 
thing nece{farily antecedent to tvte 
| B y 


25 


26 God aChrifizan's chotce, | 
: ry choice,that thing cannot be cho- 


| jen that is pot known ; fo that 
f the Soul that Thuſech Ged to be his, 

q. muſt know, nor that God is only, ; 
bur ſomething what he is alſo, ac- 
| ..- cording as he hath revealed himſelf 
F: in his holy Word, God hath laid 
| himſeit open bc fore us in theWord, 
aS in a glaſs, and the only way to 
chuſe him, 1s by beholding of him 
| by the eye of the underſtanding,en- 
| \. ligh:ined by this Spirit of God, in 
A this glaſs of the Goſpel, In all 
! choices knowledg 1s prerequired, 
[i A man chuſeth nor a perſon to be 
118" his Wife, that he knoweth notz no 
lh 1 Woman chuſeih a man to be her 
Husband, whom ſhe knows not ; 


8: aPerſon c1uſe.h nothing to be a por- ' 
| tion,which he know eth notz no more , 
wiil the Scul chuſe Gad to be his ? 


God.that bath not acquaintance 1 

0 | with him, whoſoever will chuſe him 

| | muſt have ſome knowleds of him. | 
IL. There is require to a choice X 

\8 of God Converſe with, and ſome Ex- | 

| 4 peizence of hun, Therefore Joſhua -þ 

rthearſeth heic all that ever God - 
[ | >. had donefor /ſract, fromthe begin- 
| | ; nung 
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ning to that day, in order to th's 
Tranſaction between God and them. 
They had experience of God all 
; - their days, how much G:d had 
done for them. And Joſhua here 
recals them on purpoſe & draw 
them on to chuſe him, and fix them 
in their choice, Detitberation 15 re= 
quired to every choice, and when a 
min doch deliberate, he doth con. 
fider of things,and thereby d: bares 
within himſclt about the object of 
his choice, and hereby he conver= 
ſcih wich, and hath expcricnce of 
it: ſo whena man by the view of 
God in the glaſs of che Word, deli- 
berately conſiders, and appreherds 
the excellencies of God, above all 
other obje&ts whatſocyer 3 he be- 
4 cranes the more firmly fixed, and 
| fetcled in his choice of him”; rath 
choiccs are often repented of, therce 
\ . fore the word * here 


| 


I 


uſcd, and rendred to 

chuſe doth ſrgmihie ro 

chule upon proof and 

-Ftryal : So chatthere muſt 

be in every perſon that 

' chuſcth God acquaint» 
| Þ 2 


" ws Eleguw, As 
aA £0; rat dath Sl .4 
ers, fix ſp cial | y- 
vices of wi; ate v tlour 
And Skill ke hath kei# 
pre: f. Exod. v7.9. I. 
], Crit. Sacia. 


ance 


' 


I es ce. 
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ance with God, and expericnce of 
God;had wea little more Converſe 


' with God what experience (hould 


we have of hin, aud how ſhould 
we chuſe him! the more we Con- 
verſe with God, the more ſhall we 
ſce, and know, and have experi- 
cence of him, and conſequently the 
more deliberately, and the more re- 
folvedly chuſe mim, 


III. Choice of God doth alſo im- 


ply adefire after,a:.d a love to Go!'z 


£15 1S apparent in nature, a man 
w:1l never chuſe that againſt which 
he hathan eumity, or a2 Antip3- 
thy 3 a man will not chuſe that 
meat, that he hath Antipathy a- 
gainlt. Now thereis never an one 
of us, bur are naturally enemies to 
God, and are haters of God, Rum. 

19, Witn Row, 1, 309, This 
people cannor endure co hear of,at:d 
wil: haraly bchizve,bur ſo jt is,Gods 
Word tells you (9 G3d*'s mi- 
nitieis:cll ycuſ», that you were 
born exemies in your mind by withe 
ed works : and this 15 the, great 
Command ot Gog's Law.ta love the 
Lord our God miih as cur heart C5 


Mat, 
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Mat. 22; and they that do notywill 
not chuſe him to be theirs : chaſing 
of Gad. and loving of God go to. 
gether, Iſz.56.4. with 6.T bus ſaith 
the Lord, to the Ennuchs that keep 
my Sabbathsr, and chuſe the thirgs - 
that pleaſe mer, Cc. ver, 6. alſo 
the ſ1ns of the ſiranzer, that j11n 
them{tlues tothe Ld — to love 
the n1me of the Lord, Go. what tne - 
heart 13 moſt ofall ict up with de-,, 
fire and love, that 1: doth chaſer * 
eAſjeftinn always goeth befire Elce 
ten,and Eliition 15 the iſſue of Afe 
fettion. The heart mult be ſer up- 
0:1 that which a man takes to him- 
{cif ro be his. [ſ4. 26, 9, with x3, © 
With my Soul bave | deſired thee ia 
the night, Cc. 13, 0:2er Lords 
bave bai dcminion over us, but by 
thee only will we mike mention of 
tby nam”, &c. I there be the I-aft 
di'guft of 'the hearc againſt, aad 
loa:ting of atly cthng, vever do we 
maxe chcuce of that to be ours: 
That we are {» far fxom chuſing, 
that we cannot endure it, the a%e- 
ciions are the groun4, or begittning 
of the chozcez whea the heart 13 


Þ 3 drawn 


God a (briſtian's choice, 
drawn up in love toward God,and 
enamoured with defire after him, 
then it will chuſe him. The choice 
is of the Heart, if chat be alienated, 
their's no cloſure with, nor choice of 
any thing;ſo nor of God,it the heart 
be {t:]] alicnated from him : if we 
love bim we chu(e bim. 

Theſe three things are anteceda- 
n*ous to the choice of God, Co go 
pctore itz now there be cwo other 
things, wherein the very eſſence of 
the Act conſiſts, 2nd they are Ele- 
cticn and Appropriation, 

IV. Thefuſt of theſe (or the 
fourthin order to the former) 1s 
the Election , and preferer.ce of 
God above all : ſo that now all 0+ 
ther ehings are Neglected, ard un- 
dervalued in Compariſon with 
God; thus Davrd ſaid, Plal, 73 
25.H nom have I in heaven but thee? 
and ihere 18 1ove upon the earth that 
{ deſire, xn Compariſon of thee, 
David choſe God becauſe he had 
Gud in Eſteem above all the Werld ; 
q. 6, Tokeailin reaven and Earth, 
y ea ticaven and Earth thim{clves, 
wholoever wall, fo as 1 may have 

. God 


* 
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Soul ſay ſo? ſo when Jeſus Chritt 
is choſen by a Soul, all things elle 
are but droſs and dung i 14 Comparts 
ſon of the Excellency of the knowlgd g 
of eſws (briſt, Phil. 3.8, 0, Iris 
hriſtians chicf daty, and d:{po- 
my eminently to prefer God ,avd 
Chriſt above all. Remembcr, that 
God ts a Chriſtians all, ayzd buy all 
is in God. And a Soul that is in 
tach a frame chuſech God aright, 
V, (But tne Second thin? wheres 
in theSoels aftual choice confiſtech), 
15 Apprepriation of God to a mans 
{c]t, a taking God to be his own, 
when we lay claim to God ag our 


peculiar portionz 85 though there 


Was no one that had incer<([t 17, 
nor relatiun to God but cur felt on. 
ly. $» the Church, Plal, 67. 6, 

And Gol even our own Gol (alPbleſs 
294, 1 do not know any ſuch ecpreſ- 
tion through the Scripture as here, 


implying ſuch ſpecial! Appropriati 1ON. _ 


Wien the Soul takes hold on God, 
receiveih him and embraceth la 
as his own peeul: ar, as if he was h's 
own, and none's Elie befid?, The 
B 4 Charch 


2k 


wu 


bo. 


pd 


w.4 


God to be mine. Now doth thy ©.- 
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Churci ſeems ſo to ſpeak, as if it 
| was her peculiar priviledg, and her's 
| alone to appropriate,and claim God, 
to ker ſelt, W hen a man can come 
to lay Gol 1s my own God, then he 
hath: coſen God indeed, $0 David 
Pfal. 18. x, 2, 1 will love thee O 
Lord my ftrength, the Lord 1s my 
rock, ard m) fortreſs, and my delt- 
verer ym) Ged ,my firength in nhem 1 
will truſt, luckler,and the born of 
”*; Salvation, ard my High Tower. 
How many My 5 be there? no leſs 
th an e:ght or nine which the Pro. 
pier as ſo many term? of intereſt 
co.h<herc ule to expres propriety: 
and as the Cluurch faith eil lewhcre, 
My belzucd is mine, and I am lis, 
SONZ, 2, 6. 
VI. C huft 1g of God c:niiſteth 
as tlie 1{Tae of all this, in the rejectte 
Pon Fall orncrs beſides God, when 
once God 15 cnoſen, then all other 
+ g04's be caſt away ; this 13 accor- 
ding, to what G-d himſclt doth call 
tor and TeqQUIIC, Hol. "OFT Ana 1 
ſaid arto thee, thou ſhalt abide for 
me many Qays, t1:28 ſhalt not play ihe 
Harl:t, thou jival; 105 be for another 


IC 
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IC "will [ alſo be for thee: as God 
can't endure the ſoul ſhould have 
any god beſides him, but doth com- 
mand the contrery ; ſo ncither will 
the Soul endure 1r. fult as a Vir- 
gin that hath many Suirers, wen 
once her aiteQions are {cr va che 
perſon whom ſhe makes choice: of, 
then away With all the reſt, inc 
will not converſe with them ary 


more ; ſo it is here,if there be an 1s - 
difterency in the at{e&tionsto divers | 


things, ic's a fign the choice 15 ner 
yet made, for the choice being onee 
made, all other things are overlook- 
ed and refuſed, but ther's an in» 
differency ſtill remaining where 
more than one 1s entertained, Pfal. 
$1.9,10, O Iſrael if thou wilt bear= 
h:n unto me, there ſhall no (irange 
god be in thee, wuther ſhalt thou 
worſhip any ſtrange 25d - 1 ans the 
Lord thy Coil, Thy tiat havecr 
wiil hasc Gol for theirs, ruſt bave 


no other to thaalclves burke ns thus. 


we ſee, wherein the chuſing oi God 
confilt;ch; 


Bg CHAP, 
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AP; 4. 


The ſecond thinz opened, viz, 
IWhy we are to s claſs God to 


be ours, 


- 


Hem diſpatched, and cleared 
the firſt thing in the Ex- | 
plication, we go onto the ſecond, 
viz. Why itis the higheſt Duty 
of Chriſtianicy, to chuſe God co be | 
ours, 
In general this is the only. reaſon; 
v <= becaule God js only Good; and chis 
I ſhall branch ouc into theſe three. 
particulars, ; 
x. God is the chiefeſt Good. 
2, God is a communicative Good. 
3- God is the only ſatisfying | 
SumMMUM G: ood, bl 
Eonum Firſt, God is the chicfeſt,and beſt 
Good that can be, -an undoubted 
Maxim, God # all Goed,and all Good . 
& in God; nothing 1s (nad withour 
God, and there :hing Good 
to be found our Gs te is Ine | 


q-iely 
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finitely good, and no perſon or 

thing 15 good but God, Lek, 18.19. 

and this we know to be true 1n na*s 

ture, that good 15 the proper object 

of the chvice, Nothing 1s choſen 

but as far as it is Good, or appears |, 

to be ſoz if a man chuſe that which 

3s nct really good, it is meerly from 

the miſapprehenhon of the objects 

for men do not chuſe that which 1s 
evil,asevil, buras it ſeems, or agit ! 
appears to be good; their apprehen- 
fon of it to be good, provokes to a 
defire and choice of it; And he 

that knows God to be the chicfelt + 
Good, he it is that will chuſe him 
above all to himſelt; the ſame David 
that {aid of God them art Good, Plal, 
119, 6$, tneſarie Payidiaidallo, 
thou art my Lord, Plal, 16. 2, Pal, 
4:6. May will ſaxywho will ſhew us 
any Gooa? that 1s worldly Good: be- 
cauſe they know no berterzbue Lord 
lifr thou upthe light of thy Counte= « 11,5 5 
nance, Fc. 0 this ſuits.the Etymo- 41s 4 
logy, of the Greek word -* oyoegrs  4ircer4), 


CHEN PIT Fro 


fo alljcit nos ad ICT, expetitronem, Nag, in Arift, Eth. 
vel, Sar TY & 5,061 OE! y, i.e, valde CHrrendoygintd ad bonmumte 
palde earrimas 1. C> EXÞEf AAS, I cigh Crit ſ26.. 
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for good, Some take is, as coming 
from a word which ſignifieth to 
draw, becauſe it doth draw «ft:&tu- 
ally ro the defire of ir, and others 
derive ic from a word which fignts 
fiech running, becauſe when once 
the Soul hath che apprehenſion of it, 
it will run ſwifcly aſter' jt ; now 
God being the only real and chick 
- G 0], he 15 the chief defire of every 
Soul that knows and apprehends 
2;m to be f0, 

Sceondly, God 18 a Communi. 
cative Good, and fo he is not choſen 
_ only for the Good that 1s in him= 
{If (though chiefly theretore) ; bur 
for the 200d that is communicated, 
and Giffufed daily from him unto 
- us. Fe ſame David that ſaid, thou 
art my Lord, ſaid alſo, in the ſame 
Pſal, I6. The Lord 3s my portion ; 
ſurther he ſaid too, thox art Good, 
and thou diſt God, Pl. 119. This 
{cems co be ſomething of kin to that. 
{pxech of Facob expretſing hzs choice 
of God. Gen--28. If thi Lord will 
give me bn: bread to rat,and rament 
ro ps! 0n, the Lorw (11 be my God ; 
aid tar is the uca acfk of all thele 
good 
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good things: and if Facob will take 
God for-his upon fuch Jlow terms, 
what ſhould we do ? what obliga- 
tions dolie upon us to chule him, 
who gives us Life, Breath, Being, 
Grace and Glory and all? 
Tiurdly, He is the only ſatisfy. 
ing G2od, therefore is heto be cho- 
ſen 3 ſuch a Good that will fill up 1 
the whole aftection, and all the de- 
fres of the Soul, and nothing will 
ſatisfy it but God : the Soul cill ir 7 
come to God 3s never ſatish2d, nor 
at reſt, no more than the Dove 
that fled from Noah's Ark, till ic 
returned thirher again, All created 
Goods are not fatisfying Goods g 
though the Soul be a finite being, 
yet the defires be: infiaite, and 
therefore whatfoeverit chuſeth and 
reſtech in, it will not be ſarisfyed, 
till ic come to God who 1s infinite. 
Plal. 63, x. 71y Sonl thirſfteth for 
thee, yea my fleſh lougeth for thee, 
——2, to ſee thy power ard thy glorys 
When it enjoys God, then It lays'as. 
he, ver, 5. My Soul is ſatisfyed as 
with Marrow ard Fatneſs —= Ver,G. 


when I rem:mojer theg on mp __ 
c 
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Icis God?*s mercy and goodneſs a- 
lone;>rhat can ſatisfy which way 
ſoever it comes, Whether he come 
municates it mediately by his Or- 
dinances, here on Earth, or im. 
mediately from himſelf in heaven: 


-. Here in his ordinances,Pſal. 65. 4. 


Bleſſid 15 the man whom thou chuſcſt, 


ls, * 


and cauſeſt to approach wnto thee that 


be may dwell in thy { ourts, heſhall 
be ſati:fied with the Goodneſs of thy 
houſe, &'c. O ſatisfy us early with 
thy mercy. Pal, 90. 14. I will ſats- 
ate the Soul of the Priefis with fate 


neſs, ard my people ſhall be ſatiifled | 


with Goodneſs, ſaith the Lord, Jer, | 


31, 14. {o hereafter, when 1 awake 
(in the morning of the reſurrect. 
on) 1 ſhall be ſatirfyed . with thy 
likeneſs; ſaith David, Plal. 17.15, 
other chings ſatisty nor, riches will 


} 


not ſatizfie, the' eye is not ſarisfied 


with riches, Eccleſ, 4, 8. He that 
toveth filver ſhall not be ſatisfyed 
with 6lver, .nor he-that lovcth a= 
bundance, Excl. 5, 19; The great 
plea with' which che Lord Jeſps 
Chriſt Expoſtulateth with Souls is 
lla.55. 2. Why do yew ſpend your 


239% 7 
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money for that which 15 not bread ? 
And your labour for that which ſa- 
trsfieth not ? It 1s God and he alone 
x5 the Souls only ſausfattion, there= 
fore chuſe him, 

Betore I paſs to the uſe, I ſhall 
for the further evident proof of 
this that God is the only Soul-ſa- 
tisfying G20d, provoſe to you the 
Experience of two perſons, who 
found ſuch ſatisfa&tion in God, e- 
ven 1n this life, that it might be et- 
fectual ro draw our affeftions to 
chuſe lym above all to our ſelves. 
And the one is of Mr, Fohn Welch, 
a Scotch Miniſter, who beſides his 
continued enjoyment of Commu= REDAPS 
nion with God, eſpecially, * Da- find of 
ring his Sickneſs, was ſo filled, and zhe Scripr. 
overcome with the ſenhble enjoy. Þ. 429- 
ment of God, that he was ſome. 
tim* overheard in prayer, to have 
theſe words. Lord,hol[dthy hand,lc 1s 
enough, thy ſervant is a clay. veſlel, 
and can hold no more; ſuch large 
maniſcftations he had of God to 
his Soul, which gave him full ſatis- 
faction, 


And 


* Yayeries clama- 
bat,ſ ts eſt Dome, 
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And * Another ſaid, 
Ic is enough Lord, it is 


(atis eſt we C178 enough * My Soul 1s not 
zrens mea 4 hac able to receive, ſuch an 


Ws BM | | 
vita t antunm ga#2#- excecding weight of joys 
erum pondus cptty 


A, Lap. in Cant. 2. 
3- 


Practices. 


in chis life, Do not 


ſons evidently declare, 
the abundant Satis/aCtion that is to 
be had in God, even here? beſides 
that ſulnels of joy and Satisfaction 
that there is to be had in him, and 
from him, in the life to come ? 
there 1s then SatisfaCtion to be had 
in God,and who would not chuſe 
ſuch a God as this 1s ? 


— 


Cog een _ —— — 


CHAP. Iv. 


The Application entred on ; fir(t 
Hſe of Information. 


ne Truth being cleared and 
£ I confirmed, the next thing that 
follows 1s, the putting of it to a due 
ule & improvement in our lives and 


Uk 


theſe words of theſe per- | 
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Uſe x, Information, 


Fhis doth diſcover to us, the- 


great and indiſpenſible Quty of all 
men, even of all people that mean 
; to be happy; Elpecialiy of ail _ 
! profeſs themſelves to be the peopic 
] God, and that is to chute God to 
| be cheirs. How hard a matcer it 1s 
to be perſ{:vaded to 17, or convinced 
ct the necellcy of ic! this is the 
| great queition you ar? to put to 
! your Souls, have I yet choſen God 
ro be mine ? Reader,yhat doit thou 
lay 1 in this Cale; What anlwer do:n 
| thine heart give, to this molt 1mpor- 
rant query propoſed ? Have you yet 
cholen G.q to be yours ©r not F 
| On Chriſtians ! if 1 might bz bur 
| 114itrumental,in tins great Work, in 
q cauling your hearts and aficctions 
co embrace and chuſe God, what a 
« work would chis be ! Ic 15 a very 
; bard matter to be made to believe 
any of cheſe truths, that God 1s fo 
infiuicely good in himiclf, and 
{Satisfactorily good to che fouls of 
h's people, and therefore eminently 
to be choſen by themz but b<l:eve rt 


every One, tliou art nota Cluiltian 
indecd, 


41 
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indeed, thou art not, canit not be n 


happy, cill thou haſt chcſen Gd t 
to be thine, What is it to be bap- a 
tiz2d, and ro have an outward pros, ſi 
feiſion, if thou art not, and will: 1 
not come up to this, to have and, fi 
chuſe God to be thine, to take; (; 
Go4 to be thine own ? Canſt thou 
be a godly man that hath not cho., © 
icn God co be thy God? It's an 1m- 
pollible thing that a man ſhould be| 

( >daly, that hath nothing to do 
with-God. Is not aG diy man nas} £ 
med from God ? Heres rhe cflence' 
of Chrittianicy : and there 1s no re-| 
al Chriſtianicy (whatſoever the pro- 
teth1on ve ) til this bedone, Dy 
not you ve {o fookſh,as to content; 
your {elves with the paint of Religi- 
on and ſeeminz to be Chriſtians, 
if you have noc taken Gad cob 
yours, you have nothing to do wil} 
him, and you are no: Chriſtians ine! C 
deed, Taat man that hath not cho- 
ſen God for his Gd, hath nor yet f 
learned the firit Commend in 

a practical way, What 1s that ? 
Why, Thou alt have no other god!| C 
beforz mr, LEx0d.” 20, and fo he} t6 
00 


I 


b 
ll 
b 
» 
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no ſervant of Gad + this commands 
thee to chule God to be thy God, 


and him only, and ar: chou a Chrt= 


=, ſtian, that arr not pratically come 


n9 to, much leſs tzken out the very 
fh:{t rule in the Law of God? I dare 
ſay thou. dareit not (ay it. 


O—  —  ——— ——— 


CHAP; V. 


: Exbortation Double: Firſt, To 


them that have not yet done 
tht, and fhewing what we 
oupbt to chuſe God to be to 
F0 15, 


He 2. Uſe of this truth is by ; 


43 


Te Ex- 


way of Exhortation, Double: Jy 1s 


1. To them that have not chvlcn 
G »d. 

2, To them that have done 
{c, 


Uſe of Exhortation, 


I. To them that have not choſen 
di God to be their Ged, 
1s to make their choice. And alas! 
10 


how 


that are yec 
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how manv are thcre yet fo to do ! be 
how many # be pcrſwaded all in the ſe, 
name cf God to do what is propoſed; fry 
to you, to chufe God to be yours the 
Chriſtians, are you in good earnekk fri 
Chriltiays or are you nat? Will W 
you chuſe God ? are you relolved}rea 
co have him to be yours ? liey 
H-re 3 things briefly opened, dec 
T1. What wearetochul: Gd toicho 
be tou ? he 
2. How we arc to ckule God 15 
be ours. 
3. Several motives .to pong = 
og 0, ſen 
- Under what noun we atttayd 
to chule G2dto us, or what we art]an 
to chuſe tum to be. Unto us, Y -þ 
1. To be 1a a'l rclations 
US, 
2, To be in ſtcad of alenjopl hy 
ments tO yu? 
1, We arc tochule God to ſtand 
in all relations to us What re he 
I:tions ? 
I, Generally; chuſe him to be our 
our friend, 'tis G2od having G 
to be a friend, make in to oo ye 


therefore, and make ſuit to him t0yzin 
be 
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| be your friend, #hoſorver hath cho- 
* ſen God to be his, bath choſen the veſt 
: freend in Heaven and Earth, He1s 
the ableſt, faichtuileft,freeſt, richeſt 
friend chat is in this or in another 
World 3 none {o bountiful, and' 
{ready to help as he; and did we bee 
Hlieve ir,we ſhould cafily bz perſwa- 
ded coir : when the Church had 
ichoſenChriſt co be her beloved,* hen 
the was her friend; this #5 my belo- 
"ved, and this is my friend, O je 
{Daughters of Jeruſalem, SOng. 5. 
{16, {> Abrabam when he bad cho. 
ſen God co be his, he was his friend, 
favd be became the friend of Gd, 
ames. 2, the Church of the Jews 
cal'd the ſed of Abrabam my Friend, 
la. 41, 8. B2 you therctore per- 
ſryaded, let me beſeech you, co 
Ichuſe God co be your chiet triend. 
II, More particularly ; chule 
{God to be co you a Father : God is 
{he Farker of all by creation; but 
wp eaſt off chat rclation daily, by 
our tranſgre15n, and rebel againit 
'm; though ſometimes we ſay, onr 
Father with cur mouths, yet how 
Wain is thuslior where is his honour 
: tha: 
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that we give him? Mal. 1, 6, juſt, « 
as the prodigal caſt oft, and run as. : 
way from hs Father, Lak; 4 15. 
But whea we are regenerate, de Þ l 
born aga:n of God, then we chuſt ; 
God for our Father azain, and he t 
adopts us to be his Children. Thy I 
new Divine nature laies a new, 
claim to the old (though forme1 ly 
loſt) relation: As the prodigal did} C 
I will po to my Father, ver. 18,ard © 
beſpeaks Gd; as tte Church, Ila, b 
63. 16. Deoubtleſs thon art our Fai © 
ther, Weare Commaiided to cal 3: 
no man Father upon Earth, Mat fe 
23. (underſtand 1t ina right ſenſe fa 
rot as though ve were to ceſt off ouf fo 
ratural relations, as ſome wickedly 
do); For that we have one to be onf 
Fatker, which « im beaver, why 
hath promiſed that he will be a Fu 
ther io us, and we ſhall be kis Son th 
and Daughters, 2 Ccr. 6, 17. ant Ve 
therctore well may weand of Duty W 
ought to chule him to be fo wut Þ 
_ T 
IlI.Chuf God to be an Husband £: 
to you; this Gul coffers bim(clt md} F* 
willingly co br, bury. e xcep bu 


( 
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} off and will not yield our Conſent, 
.. a5 a Virgin doth aSuiter a long time 
* that comes to her 3 how hard a mat- 
& cer to get the Soul eſpouſed ro God, 
- and Chr {t ! Ic 1s not {o hard a mat- 
je, ter to get the Lorg”>Conſcnt robe an 
& Hasband, as co ger ours to become 
w, 1s Spouſe, How long and painful 
y a work 15 1t for the Miniſters of the 
i} Goſpel to be wooing for Chriſt, and 
p to be beſeeching m Chrilt*s name, 
a; betore they can ger the conſent of 
4; one Soul to he married ro him /Jer. 
lf 3- 14+ Tarn O backſliding Chilaren, 

for 1 am married unto you- God 

laith, / will betroth thee unto me 
ut for ever, y'a 1 will betroth thee unto 
Is m2 14 righteouſneſs, ard in Judg- 
mn ent, and im loving kindneſs, and 
hy #12 22rcres. { will betrath thee unto 
| mein faithfulneſ'; three times toge- 
4s ther. Hof, 2. 19, 20, but we are 
of very loath,we will not be betrothed, 
ir} we can'c be won to yield torr, God 
1 13 our maker, and faith furthgr, 

Thy Maher ts thine hutband, the 
nd Lord of Hoſts xs his name, Ila. 54- 
ſe Waat will you not have your 
Jl | Makes 


| 
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Maker for your Husband 2 What 
berter Husband can there be ? 

IV. Chuſe God t5 be your Lord: 
and Maſter ; ſo much is implyed as, 
our duty in the Text,ye have choſen; 
you the Lord to ſerve him: ocher 
Lord's do and have ruled over us, 
and Oh that we were brought ty, 
the reſolution of the Church, b#: by' 
thee only will we make mention of thy 
vame, Ila, 26, 13. which imple. 
a choice of God, and a rejection of 
others. Be perſwaded to caſt off all 
other Lords, World,and Flethzand: 
Devil; rake his yoke upon You, en, 
terinto Covenant, every one to bt! 
his ſervant, asthe Eunuch did, Iſa,. * 
56.6, lay as David Plal, 116.16, tt 
On Lord, truly I am thy ſer 4 


vant : 1 am thy ſervant : our du 
ty 1s to chulſe God, and Chil ot 
to rule, govern, and:have domi; 3? 
nion over us, to be our letder, ani l 
Commander, Iſa. 55.4. let him bt; G 
our onely Lord, co lerve him, ang fl 
worlhip him according as we art 0 
Þour:d, Pſal. 45. Ir. Obey n0 the 
Con:mands, but whar are 2green] 403 
ble to his Commands, he 1s ou 


prin 


} 
| 
( 
I 
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| principal, and chief Maſter, whoſe 


Word we are to conform unto. 


2. As we are to chuſe God to be 
in all relations to us, ſo we are to 
chuſe him to be inſtead of all en- 
joyments to us, 

x, ASour portion, ſo weſhould 
chuſe him: ſo did the Church, 
Lam. 3. 24. T be Lord is my portion, 
ſaith my Soul: Then was a fic time 
to fay fo, and chuſe him to be ſo, 


when ſhe had nothing left in her 


captivecſtate, So ſaith David, Plal, 
I6, 5. The Lord 35 the 


tance: * Word for word, 
, the part of my part, cr 
portion of my portion,to 
ſhew that -God was his 


.+ There axe ewo words of 


only part or portion, . 


portion of mine inberi= *% or ms 


pArs partts, ſve por- 
t10 portionss mea, june 
gruntur hic duo ſyno- 
2251774 auxeſeos Cana 
fa, q. d. omnimods 
pars mea, ; 


like import, 'to ſhew that he choſe 


t, God tobe altogether a portion to 
-{ himz to which purpole we may 


art 


obſerve, that God. that is calld- 


the God of Iſrael, -is call'd'the por« 


JU 
Nn 


no, ©? 
nl tzon of Facob, . Jer, 10, 16, &c. 


4/7 _ 
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oa Qur.t alus Ben 
tF1bus altos ſ#bs Deos 
optuintivnus, Dexs ha. 
rum oculos aperuit 
#7 (e eligerent. MP. 
ſyn, Crit. ex Riv, 


FI. I9, * Becauſe os 
ther nations chufing 0s 
ther es to themlelves, 


. the Lord opened their / 


eyes that they ſhould * 


chaſe him only; in 
which regard he is call'd 


the portion and inheritance of Aaron, + 
Numb. 18, 29, who was to have 
no inheritance amongſt the reſt of , 


the Iſraclites in Canaan. What a * 
rejoycing ſhould this be to every | 


Chriſtian, who hath no portion nor 


Y 2. vel 


arguſlits t07sy rel. 


arx roboris ti, vel 

aurum lethſſimumn.l. 

T.i. ce. /# deſit aurum 

obrinebis quod pretio- 
19:5 e0 eff. 1, Dean. 
LP, Sym oi; 


inhericance in the World, in the 
meaneſt and loweſt Condition in * , 
the world, who yet hath, and hath ( 
choſen the Lord for his portion ! | k 
Elipbaz tclls Fob chap, 22, 25. the F 
Almighty ſhall be chy defence;  * 

'_ Marg. thy Gold: For! ® 


ſoit may be rendered,as | _ 
by * ſome it is; He ſhall | ** 
be to thee inſtead of} 
treaſures of Gold and! 
Silverz if thou ſhalt] Thc 
want Gold, [thou ſhalt! j'* 


- have what is far more. 


; ... .preciovs than Gold, ite pe 
God himſelf, We are apt to chule} ,-* 


and 


= 3 


'E 


» 
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and ſo to make Gold our God, 
whereas Go:) thould be vrico us in» 

| Read of, yer aboveali the Gold in 
the World, which uſuaily men 
make their <hief portion. 
2. In ſam to {hr up all, we 
ſhould chufe God to be unto us, as 
our All in All, our only Bicticdneſs 
in this life, and that to come. Ir is 
propheſied of a people, (and 3s ic 
not all our duty?) Iia. 65. 16, 
even of the Gentiles, That he who 
bleſſeth bimſelf, ſhal bl-{s Eimſelf 
' #n the God of truth; viz, in appre- 
hending,and appropriating co them= 
| ſelves God astheirs, they ſhould 
| look on themſelyes as the moſt bleſ- 
. ſed people, (as juſtly they may) 
'' in all the World, Thete is no 
i cofidition,that a man c244ecaunt ta 
1 himſelf aga Bleſſed corditivrg bat 
c| when he hath God to be hisGodzhe 
| | mzy ng” 4nd -reÞBice 1n God «(as 
et ; Though; yea) betfer than thorgh he 
i had'all the World; he is, and he 
al hath all,-an4 wholdeves bath "God 
AL be - bis-batlv- indeed all, and” 
Fl | Cherein is Bizfidd, / Ir is a kind of 

"lk nd| Hippine's, if —_ gSarners be full | 


| 
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all manner of ſtare, if ſheep bring 
torth thouſands, if chat our oxen 
may be ſtrong to labour; Happy is 
the people that is in ſuch a caſe, 
Plal, 144, 15, with, 13, 14+ 1.c- 
they may in a kind, and. ina de- 


gree be {aid co be happy-: Bur then . ” 
the Prophet adds the ſurmounting | 
Happineſs ; Tee, bappy 15 that people, - 
(and ſothat perſon,) that bath the 


Lord for their.Ged, 


_ 7 
_— C—_ 
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CHAP. VI. 


Shewing how we are to chuſe | 


God to be ours, 


r= Second thing weare too» | 


pen ; is, How we are cochule © 


God to our (elves;to be ours. 


x, Chuſc him really, not feigne -/ 
edly, and in outward ſhew only; | 


there be a great many that lay 


claim co Ged, and ſay God is mine, 
yet are they moſt profane, and a+ | 
bominablez they ſeem ro own God 


wich chejr mouths but deny himin 
their 


| 
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their works and lives, as thoſe men. 
tioned, Tir, 1. 16. [In works they 
deny him,berng diſobedient ,and to e- 
very good work reproba8e....,Even as 
thoſe whom our ſaviour taxeth, Luk. 
6.46. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and will not do the things that I ſay? 

 Juſtſo we read of ſome that call 

God Father and yet do as evil things 
as they could, Jer. 3.4.5. whom 
the Lord reproves, ay, he doth to 
che ſame purpoſe the prielts, Mal, 
1.6. If I am 4 Fa htr where is my 
honor ? if I am aHMaſier where is 
my Fear 2 They ſcem to take God 
to be theirs in ſome of the foremen- 
tioned relations; yer tor all chat, 
their deeds-and ſpecches are as evil 
as can be, . With. their lips they 
ſhew much love, but their bearts are 
after their Covetouſneſs, Eck. 
33- Wihtheir lips only it is, and 
no more, not with their heartzthey 
chuſe him with their lips, bur re- 
fuſe him and caſt his law behind 
their backs; 1n cheir lives, 

2, Chufe him, wholly to be 
yours, that is,chuſe. him as he offers 
himſelf.co us, and as he 1s ſet forth 

C 3 in 
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in all the relations the Scripture 
makes mention of him to us 3 not 
only in, thoſe Comfortable Relati- 
ons which-imply dur priviledg, but 
thoſe honourable ones alſo, which 
imply and engage us to our 


-_- 


duty 3 not to be a Friend, a Fa- - 
ther, and an Husband only 5 bur, 


a Maſter,Lord, ard King alſo, 


3. Chuſe him freely ro be your _ 
God,not out of Force, Many ſeem to , 


be willing co chuſe God, bnt 1t 15 
when they muſt of neceflicy leave 
the World; when they come to die 
andthey cannor of neceſſity avoid if, 


they can be wichout hiny no longer: 


If they could- have the World in 
healch, and ſtrength one day Ion. 
ger they would let God alone, till 
ſuch a time as death did indeed 


come, How- great many of people 


never dcfire to acquaint themlelve 


with Gud, delire him not, chuſ: 


him not, or get any intereſt in 


Chriſt, till chey come to die, then - 


{cem ro look after and chuſe hin 
for theirs! They neglect, and rc 


fuſe God in all his offers of gract” 


vouchlated to them all their live 


but! 
-—_ ' 
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Þut when they muſt part with all 
the World, whether they will or 
not, then at the hour of death will 
be ſeemingly forward to chuſe him. 
Buc they that chuſe him truely, 
chuſe him freely. 

4» Chuſe God chiefly, Jet Gd 
be preferr'd before all, nothing be- 
fore him. If God beprcterr'd as 
he deſerves,ſo it will bz He will be 
ſer betore every thing in heaven or, 
Earth. Let God be your chief defire, 
your exceeding Foy, a4 Plal, 43.4. 
word for word, the gladnel s or my 
Joy: Two Synonima's or words of 
like i Import (as before) to Ggnifie 
the fulneſs of his Joy 1n God, or the 
excellency of his Joy in Gad, avove 
= other Joys; no Joy in the 

We:rld that David had like to the 

Joy that hehadin God. As the 

Church had choſen Chriſt to be 

' herbtloyed, and ſhe preferred him 

'' go —_ of ten thou/ayd, Song, 
5. 

| * Chuſe God'only, if we can 

ER] nothing elle with him, or be- 

ſides him, 'yert let us chuſe him on- 

% ly; hes ' God only, Good only, as 


[4] 


4 C 4 well 
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for their perſuns : he that chaleth | 


Goda C briftian's chotce, 
well as chiefly, and ſo let us chuſe 
himz let God be choſen, though 
we let all go to have him, and to 
keep our hold faſt of im. We do 
not krgow what times we may ſee, 
when we muſt part with a'l things; 
and if we oc Chriftians,as we have 
choſen, ſo we mult keep cloſe to 
(bear with the exprefiion) a naked 
God, cr God alone, without any 
thing elle, as many, of whom the 


world was not worthy, have done be- * 


fore us. 


6. Chuſe Ged for bimſelf, have | 


no Siniſter end n chuſing of him, 
not for any external thing he brings 
with him(as he never comes alone,) 
but only for his own Excellencies. 

WhatExcellencies are there in him ! 
if we did bur yiew them, according 
as they are diſplaied in the Word, 

what an attraRtive vertue might 
they have to draw our hearts to 
chaſe him ! we muſt not chuſe God, 


—— 


Im > —— 


as men chuſe Wives, and Women | 
chuſe Husbands, for the moit part 
for what they have, not for them- | 
ſclves ; more for their eſtates, than | 


Gd 


| 


” TH | had - ts aS cc :- ETA ours 
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God for: any, thing beſides God 
himſelf, chuſeth not God indeed, 
:buc that other thing in hisStead ;he 
doth not chuſe God chiefly, and he 
thac doth nor chuſe him chicfly,doch 
indeed not chuſe him at all, bur 
refuſe him, 


CHAP, VIL 


Propoſing ſeveral Motives to 
provoke us hereunto, 


"_Y Aving diſpatched che two fore- 


going particulars,I come now 
to treat of the third, viz. to pro- 
poſe to you ſome moving confidera- 


tions, to ſtir you up to this ſo 1m+» 


portant a Duty : and give me leave 
ina few words to expoftulate with 
you, about this matter af ſo great 
Conſequence. 

1. Motive, Now firſt confider 
what ofers God hath made, and 
doth {till 'make of himſelf unto 
you, If you look on me to ſpeak 
in Gods name to you, then this is 


the 
Cs 
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the work that I haye to do now, to | 
ofter God to every one -of your ' 
choice ; If you will be prevailed 

with to chuſe him. This 1s the ? 
work of the miniſtry of the Goſpel | 
ro offer God and Chriſt according | 
to the tenour of the Covenant of ' 
grace: How doth he diſplay his glo- 

rious excellencies in the Goſpel, to | 
prevail with people to accept of him 
and embrace him ! is not this the 
ſum of every Sermon ? God faith 
ineyery Sermon chuſe me : is not 
this the intent of the Covenant of | 
Grace which we daily. preach, [ 
will le your God, 1 am thy Godg&7s ? 1 
as much as if God ſhould fay,' I; 
ofter my ſelt to you, chuſe me! 
to be your God, and - I amj 
yours. This is the ſum of the, 
Covenant,and the meaning of thoſe} 


words : God and the World a 


F 


"= 


by the Soul, juſt as two Suiters to 
a perſon- whom they are wooing, | 
and are not we ready to joyn with, : 
and chuſe th World rather than 
God ? yea have we not ofcen'refu- | 
ſed Gad for the World ? Oh” Bre- 
thren ! I beſeech you that we _ 

ay 


; 
| 
| 


' God a Chriſtian's choice; 
lay it to heart; hath not God 
ſtretched out his hand a long time, 
and no man regards? how oft hath 
he called, and ye hath been refu- 
ſed? Prov. x, 24, and doth he not 
lay tousas he did to Iſrael? Ia. 


G5. I, 1 ſaid, behold ms, behold - 


me toanation (and fo to a perſon 
or people) that was not called by my 
name. And may he not goon to 
upbraid us as he doth there v. 2. 
I have ſpread out my hands all the 
day-long, unto a rebellious people, 
which walketh in a way that # n0s 
good, after their own thoughts ? 
Surely methinks God faith to eve- 
ry Soul the ſame words, and yer 
how hard a matter to win aSoul to 
be drawn to chuſeGodyto be eſpon- 
{ed and becrothed to Jeſus Chriſt ! 

II, Motive. Contider how long 


God hath done this. How long have + 


you lived ? and how many Sermogs 
have you heard? even ſo long and 
ſo often hath God offercd himſelf 


to you : how long have you bcen a 
diſobedient and a gainſ1ying peo-: 
ple ! though God hzth ſtretched - 


out his hand + Rem, 10, 21, may 
nyc. 
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not God's meſtengers ſay ? yea may 
not God himſelf ſay ? they wall 


not be prevailed. with, Rev. 3, 20, 


Bibold I ſtand at the door and knock; 


if apy man will open the door, 1 will 


come in, aud Supmwuh bim, and be 
withme, Thougn Chriſt be kept 
out all day-long, il] Supper time; 
yet if che door be then opened, he 
will Come in, & Sup (converſe)with 
the Soul : yet for all that, chough 
he ſo far condeſcends, how many 
perions be there that will not open 
the door, as not all the day long, 
ſo nor yet at nighe neither ! the 
worſe will be their condicion 
one day : in how many Sermons, 
and Sabbaths hath God cfftered him- 
{c]t to be your God,and yet ye have 
not choſen him to be your God co 
this day ! and will not this come up+ 
on account againſt you another day, 
if you'{till continue to refuſe ? Cer» 
tainly it will, 

3. Mor. Conhider, they are no 
hard terms that God ſtands upon 
with us, but that we may chule him 
and embrace him. And if they be 
hard he can make them eaſy, and 

| Tlide 
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enable us to perform them 3; and to 
be ſure they be all for our bef{Good 
and advantage. What be chey ? 
the terms be, chat you forſake the 
World, Fleſh, and Devil, and is .. 
not this for thy beſt advantage ? 
nay but is ir- not? Stand, and 
Pauſe alittle about it ; no man 1s 
able to gainfay this, It is true, of 
himſelf no man can do this, but 
God can impower us to renounce 
them, and to ſay ts every idol, get 
thee bence 3 as it is propheſied, If 
.30. 22, And becauſe the terms. are 
not impoſſible, nor unproftable, 
but for our advantage : therefore | 


. we ſhould'nor ſtick at them, bur 


? 
' 
». 


: 
' 


chuſe the Lord to us. The advan. 


-tage is much every way: the caſting 


oft the things to be torſaken for 
him is advantageous ; and the 
chuſfing of God himſelf co us 1s 
much more for our advantage : the 
torſaking of them is of greatGood,in 
that ic removeth from us that 


which is ot greateſt prejudicetous, ,,..... 
and the choice of God is the choice ce/.ux; ; 


; .of the chief Good : So that here 1s £ucrum 
d OAergens. 


the removal of che greatelt lols,an 
ods _ allo 


. . , » p - po . ai 
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God a Chriſttan's choice; 
alſo there accrueth the greateſt 


gain, So then they are not hurtful, 
nor prejudicial terms that are requi- 


red of ug at all, nor ſhall we fail of 


fulfiling the terms, unleſs ic be 


through our own default; God will 


enable us, that we ſeek it of him, If 


a man did offer mea gift, upon 


ſuch terms as I was never able tot: 


accompliſh, I ſhould think that he 
did it, but to deceive and befool 
me; bur that perſon that offers me 
a kindne(s, upon ſuch terms, that. 
he will make me capable of enjoy-: 
ingit, 1 have juſt canſe co think he 
1s in good earncſt:S9 it is with God: 
God can and will enable the Soul 
to reject all elſe, whereby it may bt 
capable of chufing, and enjoying 
him, He can give us,8 aſfiſt us ys 
wh.cſoever is requiſice in order t 
our acceptance of himz and furthe 
I ſhall add in the cloſe of this, thit 
It 1s impoſſible without theſe, 0 
upon any other terms to chuſe hin; 
or have him to be ours; no havin} 
and cleaving to the World, Fleſh! 
and Deval,and yet having and chi; 
fig God to be ours too. Yona 

ec 
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keep the former, odious, 8& unclean 
Trinity, and chuſe and take to you 
the blefied and glorious Trinity, 
Father, Son,and Holy Ghoſt ; Ng 
71.4% can havenor ſerve two Maſters, 
for eitber he will bate the on#, and 
Jove the other, or elſe be will hold to 
the one, and deſpiſe the bther;ye can- 
not ſerve God 'aud Manmmox. Mat. 
___ 

4. Mot, Shall I ſay to you that 
you'do not know what you chufe, 
whed you dy chuſe'- God to be 
yours ? I may well ſay ſo ; for you 
do not kww what you do chule, as 


to the benefit and advantage- there - 


is by him, You know' not your 
own priviledg thereby ; every one 
mult ſay as Chriſt of Mary, Luk. 
T0, 42. Mary bath choſen the betttr 
part: he'that hath choſen the beſt, 
aud chiefeſt Good, hath . choſen the 
beſt part, and therefort I will fay 
again,you do not know ' what you 


chuſe, when youchuſe God; for” 


'C1.) Hethat chuſerh God to be 
his chuſeth Life ; God is the living 
God, and God is our Life and the 
length of our dar. Remember 43 

: you 
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you. would. chuſe .life for . your 
Souls,chuſeGod to be your portion; 
there is life, and hte to be had on- 
ly in him, aud will you not be pre-, 
'vailed with, for life's ſake to. chule 
him ? - ps F:1 
(25) Gad is: light,, and, be that 
.cbuſeth God chuſeth che light ; and 
who that.is: wiſe would not.chule 
the light rather than darkneſs ? He 


Iſa. 10.17, The Lord 15 wy light: 
and my Salvation, Pal, 27, 1. God 

' % Light and un bim 15 po darkneſs at) 
all,” 1, Job, 1, and God is laid ro! 
be the Father of Lights, James. . x, | 
.I 7, Yea Godis a Sun, in whom 15! 
concentered all the light, Pſal, 84} 
31; who would not chuſe to be in 
\the Sun-ſhine of his Facc?..Ecclel,) 
II, 7, Truely the light is went, 
and it 15 a pleaſant thing for the qu 
to behold the Sun ; if {o pleaſant to! 
behold. the creqted Snwx, as who 
would . got chuſe the Sun co ſhine, 
.and co give light ? who 15, ir-that 
w ould not behold the- light of the; 
uncreated -Sun of Righteouſnels ? 
.whoſ light would be more refreſh- 
DB 


3s as he is call'd; 1s lsght of Iſrael," 
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ing, than ten thouſand Suns ſhine - 


ing in their ſtrength. 

(3.) God 1s an exceeding great 
reward, Gen. 15, 1, what a rt 
ward do God's people chuſe in chu. 
{ing him to be theirs ? God is he 


that will abundantly recompenſe _ 


tay aftcRion to him, and all thine 
obedience to him, all your rejoic= 
ing in him, and «ſtimation of him, 


 Whatſoever of theſe you have ma- 


nifeſted ro him, God will requite 
you, ſcven, nay an hundred-tolg; 


every duty that you have perform- . 


ed, Gad will recompence 1 all che 
pleaſure you have taken in him, and 
whereinfoever you have denied 
your ſelves any thing for him, God 
will make icup many-fold in this 
life, yea here, and hereafter too. 
And who would not chuſe ſuch a 
God to be his God, who is ſuch a 
great reward ! 

In ſhort what may I ſay more, 
he that chuſeth God chuſeth All at 
once, and I think no man wi-i deny 
this to be: the beſt choice, A man 
that chuſeth God, is like one that 
labours co graſp All at one gripe. 

Even 


6- 
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Even as that devout N»bleman of 
France ſaid,in return to his Friend, 
which ſent a letter to him, in which 
were inſerted theſe Words, Dem} 
mens & Omnia, My God and my 
all; you invice me thereby to re- 
turn the ſameto you, and to all 
Creatures, my God and my All,m) 
God and my All my God and my All: 
Be it known unto you therefore,that 
he is my God and my All, and It 
you doubt of it, I ſhall ſpeak 1t an; 
hundred times over, I ſhall add no; 
more;.for any thing elſe is ſugerflu. 


ous, to him that 1s truely penetra-} | 


red, poſſeſſed with, and aflurcd of 
my God ard my All, &c, Oh that 
thouſands more had made (and 
could aſſure themſelves that they 
had made) this choice ! chat they 
might an hundred times over ſay 
with the ſame confident aſſurance; 
my God and my All, 

5. Mot, Conſider, how freely 


| 


o 
- 


God chuſeth you, and would, had 
ye hearts to chuſe and embrace 
him ; and will you not anſwer God, 
in his choice ? there is no ſuch hard 
matter to prevail with him, for his 
choice 


God a Chriſtian's choice, 


choice and acceptance of us, 'all the 
difficulty 1s oa our fide. Shall not 
we be as ready tochuſe him, if he 
be fo free to chuſe us? , he would 
chuſe us, if we were not backward 
and unwillingz yea though altoge- 
ther unwilling, how doth he draw 
the heart, and makes us willing in 
tne day of his power ! which ſhews 
his \uperabundant grace, fo freely 
diſpenſed co us, - in fixing his choice 
on us, till he hath prepared our 
hearts, not only co a-fixedreſoluti- 
On, but to ar ataal choice of 

him. | 
6, Mot, \ As amimproyement cf 
the former, Conſider, if you chule 
God, this will evidence to you that 
God hath choſen you unto himſelf 
from all eternity; tor your choice 
of God in time, 3s but afruit of 
his fore=choice of you :. therefore I 
muſt ſay as, 1. Joh..4. 19-we love 
bim, becanſe be firſt loved w. So 
we chuſe him; becauſe he firſt 
choſe us:- So our Saviour ſaith very 
ſuitableco this purpoſe, Joh, 15.16, 
Ti; have nt choſen ms (chat is _ 
rn : 
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but I have choſen you, Obſerve 
this, that that perſon that God hath| 
choſen from-all eternity, wall, and 
ſhall in time} chuſe God. to be his 
God, and he thar doth-in time 
chuſe God to be his God, was from. 
all ecernity, betore the Foundation; | 
of the World was laid, choſen to; . 
be one of God's people, Oh who! , 
would not make 50k of this -tof | 
himſelf, and” mainitcft this before; | 
all the World, that he hath choſen, . | 
and that he is choſen of God to be of, , 
the number of. his peculiar pec-! 2 
ple! | e 
7. Mot. Again, Conſider yet} 
further; that whatever there is chat] Z 
may provoke to a choice, is moſtf þ 
eminently to be:-found in Gody- It} x 
beauty, honour, greatneſs, riches, 
faichfulneſs, blefledneſs, love, 1m x 
portunity,: may be ſufficient mo-| 
tives to prevail with us-to - chulef p 
God, here's enough of ail theſezand} yy 
how could I wiſh for the under-| ,, 
ſtanding,and tongue, and pen of! f, 
_ the higheſt Angel,chat I may appre-| ny 
hend. and expreſs, ſuch deep things} 
of God as theſe be! 1, It the Fu 
on | *\ 


0 
10 pher both deſire, and ſeck after the 
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ſon be a beauty chat 1s a Suicer, how 


| 1s he dored upon ! Oh the beauty of 
holineſs that is in the face of God ! - 


the glorious beauty of ten thouſand 


Suns, ſhining in their noon-day. 
 Splendour, can*c match the bright» 


neſs that ſhines in-his face continu- 


ally. How earneſtly did the Pro-.,, 


beauty of the Lord ! Pſal.27. 4. 2. 
It an honourable perſon makes | 
choice of, and ſues to a perſon of - 


mean extraſtion, how ſoon do the 


affkeions ſeem to comply ? , David - . 
| tells us, chat he would (peak of the - 


glorious honour of . his Majeſty, 
Pſal. 145. 5. he is clothed with 
honour, and majeſty, Pſal. 104» 
I,.3.:1f Greatneſs wi] prevail on us, 
God;Greatnels is unſearchable, Pſal. 


*| 145, '3, who can praiſe him ac- 


cording to his exceNent greatneſs! 


Pſal. 150, 2, 4. It riches;: ,Ohthe 


unſearchable riches of his grace ! Epb, 
3.8.5, If faichfulneſs willdo ? how 
faichful, axe [all his promi.ſgs.! how 
many Suitexs come Wah far preten-. 


ce5, -- and promiſes, n— 
fd ben 


bews gf ichev grexacks, 


WW | 


nour, 


Tulneſs to fail, Pſad. 89. 6. IIf wil- 
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nour, yet altogether inſignificant! , 
but God will never ſuffer his faith- | 


dom, none will chuſe (if poſſible) 
a fool to himſelf; nowGod 15 the ons | 
ly wiſe Ged, x Tim, 1,17. 7, If | 
love, how great 15 the love where 
with he hath loved us! Eph. 2.4. b. | 
If patience will at laſt prevail,Oh | ; 
the-riches of his goodneſs, and long | 
ſuffering, and patience ! how ma= 
ny refuſals, and put-offs hath he | 
born at our- hands! which” yet | , 
ſhall nevei be T#id to ourtharge, no | 
nor caſt in qut teeth; if at'/laſt we | 
arce- prevailed- with to chuſe, and. 
give our Conſent to him.” .9, It 
impottunity, -who bath-uſed more! : 
how oft hath 'he beſought us by | 
hiswiniſters” by Ms word, Spirit | * 
mexcies, 'mentces, i whar' tiok @ TO, . 
It Bleſledhieſs, -Oh' the infinite glo- | | 
rions, eternal Blefledneſfs of God ! 

c 

t 


0 
| 


\ 
c 
| 
Pfal.-- x39, 12, Is'he ndt God blef- ho 
ſod for ever? Roth. g.he is the blefſed, | , 
and'the bleffifgofGod theFoutitain 
of Ml bitfednell 2'O” at aſt I& 
ime;or all theſe' things preval with 


you, 40Thule hittrobt-yolrt Goa! 
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And as muchas God is before all 
theſe things, and theſe eminenc 
pertections are more conſpicuous in 
him than in all other befcides him, ſo 
much we ſhould be the more effe- 
ctually prevailed with, ſpeedily, 
without debate or delay to chule 
him, before any of them aff, 

8, Mot. Confider, moreover, 
if you chuſe God tobe your God, 
you ſhall be ſure here to-enjoy your 


choice, which as it is the beſt, and: 
' molt bleſled enjoyment of all in 
| Heaven or Earth ; ſo whatſoever 


we chuſe elſewhere, we may- mils 


of, .and go without the enjoyment. | 


of itz as well if it be a mean 
thing, as if it be the more excellent 
in and among thele low co:tem- 
ptible things of this world; yea and 
of the logeſt of then we cannot 
chuſe-and take: But 1 dare in the 
name of God, to make this offer to 


any perſon whomſcever, that if he 


chuſe really, and vafeignedly God 
to be his God, as he ought, chule 
him and take him 3 chuſe him and 
he. wil! Fecome chire, thou hatt 
bm as itH:12:6 ov9n, and [als enjoy 

ai. 
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and pcfleſs all the Good that1s in 
him,as thine own. peculiar treaſure, 
if thou chuſe him and.embrace hum, 


We cannot with & have,chufe and 


World; if ſo, -who would not be 
in a far better eſtate than he 1s | 
and can be ? if a poor maid would | 
chuſe theKing for ber husband,ſhe 
might go-without him; :or it a-poor 
man chuſe a great mans eſtate, he 
might go without it: bur if the 
pooreſt, and funworthieſt Soul 
thall chuſe his maker for his hus- 
band, -he ſhall have him, I wil 
betroth thee unto me, 8&c- Hol. 2. | 
and whoſoever will chuſe the un- 
ſearchable riches of Jeſus Chriſt for | 
his portion, the Kingdom of God | 
for his, the inheritance of the Saints | 
in light for his manſion, may enjoy | 
them. Here you may certainly chuſe 
and take by choice;zyou may get 1n- 
tereſt in, nay poſiefſion of whatſo- 
ever you make choice of to your 
ſelves : here is no failure, nor fru- | 
{tration of your affe&tion and Ele- | 
ction;and will not this prevail with 
you ? 


[ 
£ 


9, Mot» 


*S 


poſſeſs, in theſe matters of this f 
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9. Mot, Yct once more, Conf1. 
der, that if you make choice of 
God for your God, you make 
choice ofthat can never be taken 
away from you: whatſoever you 
chuſe of the World, either is pe- 
riſhing 1n ic ſelf, or 1s ſubject ro be 
madea prey, and a Spoil unto 0- 
thers, even the worſt of perſons;all 
Worldly treaſures, it we could 
cnufe and have them, are ſubjett co 
the moth or ruſt, or elſe the thief 
may ſteal them, and ſo take them 
away; either they breed that will 


deſtroy themſelves, or elſe others 


may deſtroy us for them, or if 
not ſo, they may ac leaſt take them 
violently away from us; if you 
chuſe Gold, that will be gone, if 
Silver that may be taken away, it 
riches they Take themſelves wings, 
and flee away. 4s an Eagle towards 
Heaven ; and how (wiſt 1s that ! 
Prov. 23. 5. butif you chuſe God, 
he can never be taken away, God 


| will never take himſclþ away. Ic 1s 
| true God 15 pleaſed ſometimes to 


withdraw himſelf, and to hide his 
face, but yer never takes himſelt 2- 
D Way 


73 


at.6 


— 


God a Chriſtian's choice, 


way from any Soul that hath cho- 
{en him, and whom he hath choſen; 
and none elſe can take him away, 
Devils, nor men, can never rob us 
of God, wha:ſoever they may, or 
do take from us. 

10, Mor, Laſtly confider, that 
if you continue to refuſe, and will 


not make choice of him to be your] 
God, take hecd that he doth not] 
reject you, and caſt you off for 
ever; it we refuſe him now, beware | 


that he retule us not herexher; when 


we would: Is not this the zrouble of 
perſons, when they are awakened & 


wade lc enfable ! | come to them and asK 
ew, whether they do not think 
that God 1 1S willing to receive them? 
tney reply; Ay, but have not I'ne- 
vieted the offers of his Grace roo 
long ; ſo that God will not now bt 
— !24,and become mine thoug! 
T-do chuſe him ? It he ſtand ar tht 
door,and knock, and we w:ll not 0- 
pen, time may come,, that we may 
{ſtand at his-door too, and knock, 
and he nor open'unto us. Prov. 1, 
24.Becauſe ] have called, and ye re| 
faſed,l ſiretched out my hand,and 1 
m4, 


) 
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347 regarded, and would none of my 
reproof: ver. 28, T hey ſhall call upon 
me, but I will nt anſwer, rhe) ſhall 
ſeek me early and ſhall nor find me, 
becauſe they would not cou ſe t be fear 
of the Lord, So Zech, 7. 11. As 1 
called ard they would ot hear, [a 
they (rall call and I'mill not hear, 


ſaith the Lord. Mit. 23, 37, O Jes 


ruſalem, Jernſalem, how often wonld 
I bave gathered thy Children toge- 
ther,as an Hey gathereth her Chick- 
ens under her wings,but ye would not; 
therefore your bouſe ts loft ito you 
deſolate. God utterly calt off the 
Jews, becauſe they would not chuſe 
him, norcloſe with his tenders; It 
us take heed, Ic{t if we ftand ct all 
too late, he may rejeA us forever. 

Now lay ali theſe oy 295 tt gee 
taer,and ice, whether they will not 
Worx upon your Spirit, t*, bo chuic 
God to be your Got / On et nor 
the tenders 0: Giace bealwayes in 
vair ! biitler God ding) VW.t YOU 
FD 
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CHAP. VIill 


I 


—— 


Containing yeprooff to them 
that do not, will not chuſe 
God. 


Efore I paſs unto the ſecond 

3 branch of the Fxhortation : 

give me leave to ſubjoin here a tew 

words of Reproof, to them thar 

will not be prevailed with ſo to 
do. 

Uſe, Reproof here is to all (1 


had almoſt ſaid, but to all) hole , 


perſons that are negligent and care» 
leſs in this Duty, . what ſhame, and 
cenſure,yea indeed Condemaation 
arethey worthy of, that do not, 
will not chuſe God, but 1efuſe himg 
and how many are there that may 
juſtly be caarged with this guilt ! 
this 1s the fin of the moſt in the 
World at this day, and that God's 
own people, that are a profeſſing 
people ſhould be guiley of it, is a 
very ſad thing, This feems to be 
| God's 
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God's charge on his Iſrael 3 Pal. 
81. 8. Hear O my people, and 1 
will teſiifie unto thee, O Iſrael, if 
thou wils harken tnto me, 10, 1 
am the Lord thy God, &c. But my 


people would not barken to my voices 


and Iſrael * would none 
ef me, had non? to me, 
they would not accept 
of my offer, or my coun-= 
ſel, chey would not 


* 1528 te> 
Noluit me. Non aſ- 
(enſt C2 BELT 
Pr, 072 accept [miſt 
onem ame, Nl. Ps 


yield, nor aflent to have Syn, Crir. 
me. to be their God, they 

would not be perſwaded to defire 
ſuch a thing as this, or to obey my 
voice, Which 1s always a con. 
comitant, and evidence of the ſame, 
reſolve on the contrary, that they 
will not bave him to rule over them, 
chu'eany thing rather than him; 
As the Jews, denyed the boly one, 
and the Fu, and deſired a murde- 
rar t0 be granted unto them, As, 
3. 14, 

Having already reaſoned with 
you, and argued the caſe about it, 
ro provoke, and move you to take 
God to be yours, let us here {ee,and 
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take notice of what may be the rea« 
{on of this great unwillingneſs, 
Firſt, one reaſon may be, Igann- 
rance of him, they knew him nct; 
many times where perſons are put to 
their choice, they are apt to coulc 
the worſt, becauſe they know ror 
the dificrence between things, nor 
the excellcncy of one thing above 
azother. Men do ac: like, nor 
* 1 Fob, } chuls hin, b:icauſe they never 
2 * ave cen him nor buown bim, Oh 
Y ave ſ:en Pim nov known 0198, 
i the Ignorance of God tha: reugnch 
| inthe Wortd ! it men had the offer 
of a worldiy cſtace, a rich, well- 
ſituated farm, here they wee in 
their elctnent,here they knew what 
to ſay, and here quicxly would 
they make a free choices but becauie | 
. The natural man underſlandeth nat } 
the things of God, being ſpiritually 
diſcerned, and they {iuil carnal, they 
have not an eye to fre, nor yer 2n 
under{tanding tg apprenend his ex» 
ccllcencies3 but as it was faid of che ( | 
Jews, to the ſame Purp-le,T hey ſaw | 
Iſa. 53. 2.40 beauty nor comelineſs in ki, 
whercfore they ſhould deſire b;m, | he 
worldlivgscycs aze holden that they 
& Call= 
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cannot know him. Lak, 24. 16. 
they perceive any thing more pre- 
tious, and defſiravle than the Al. 

mighty, and therefore are they rea- 
dy to ſay, Whou the Lord that 


they ſhould chuſe him * ? let hims © Fo 


depart frum 14, for we deſire not the 14. 
rnowicdg of bis wayer, 

Secondly, Others have prejudices 
againſt Got and Chriſt, they think 
there is but little to be 2otten by 'h:m 
nay, they may think of all things | 
co be parted wh for him, and con. 
{ul:ng with fleſh and blood, may 
1magine that che gain will ſcarcely 
quit the coſt, if chey ſhould embrace: 
and chaſe him to them z they may 
think him an hard matter, and ha. 
ving ſucn hard thoughts of him, 
will never chuſe 54m. What profit 
ſaid they Fob. 21. it they chule co 
ſexve him 2 What can the Almighty 
do for them? Job 22. 17. 

Thirzdiyy Others have cnmity in 
their hearts againſt God; ſo char 
they can blaſpheme Gold, and 
curſe Gced, and deny God, and ſo 
vent and oreath out their hatred of 
him, buc they have not one good 
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thought of, nor motion towards 
God. | 
To cloſe this, I add a ſhort ex- 
poſtulation and ejaculation, 

But why blind Soul, will not 
thou be prevailed wich ? Canſt thou 
ſhew any juſt reaſoa or excuſe for 
thy retulal 3 were thine eyes open- 
ed, ſurely thou wouldeſt run like 
the Roe, and the Hinds of che 
Fie!ds after him, Thou lookeſt in. 
to a navgh:y giaſs, that miſrepre« 
ſents God co thee, ſtay a little and 
look in:o one glaſs yer, which 1c 
may be chon never hitherto didſt 
look into,even the glaſs of his Word, 
and bleſſed Goſpel : could but one 
ray of his excellency dart. it ſelf into 
thy hearr, chou weuldeſt wich both 
hands earneſtly lay held -on him ; 
How quickly wouldeſt thou open 
thy hearc to let him in! and he 
would become the defire of thy 
Soul ! 

Oh Bleſſed God, wile thou cyer (uf- 
ſer ſuch poorCreatures to turn their 
back upon thce! till to hold faſt 
their wickedneſs, and aly.iys ta let 

thee go 7 how longwilt thou ſuffer 
oy them 


t #® 


/ 


them to belch out their malice a- 
gainſt thee, rothy very face, who 
art ſo infinitely glorious inHolinels? 
how long ſhall they be ſpitting their 
Venom chus at thee ? When ſhall 
they learn to chuſe thee the chief 
Good,& refuſe the evil? When wile 
thou encline their hearts to thee ? 
Oh Lord, pluck oft the Scales from 
their eyes, perſwade their obdu- 


rate hearts, that at laſt chey may ' 


chuſs thee the Lord to them, that 
they may love the name of the 
Lord,and be his Servants,and chuſe 
the things that pleaſe thee,and take 


hold of thy Covenant ! Lord,ler the | 


reading of theſe few lines prevail 


with one heart, if it pleaſe thee, to + 


take hold of thee! Oh,chat one Soul 
by this my weak labour, mighs be 
braught to chuſe and embrace thee, 


and to ſay with Thomas, my Lord, + 


and my Ged | 
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CHAP. IX; 


Containing the ſecond Ertborta- 
tion, to them that have cho- 


| ſen God to them, 
| Vſe2 Fx- 2. Life of Exhortation. 
l hert. Ere follows in the \:cond 


place, Exhortetion co all chem 


themſelves, to be their God, as I 
hope many chat heard 1t, and there 
bf are alſo many that read this that 
have done ir, Oh your infinite hap- 


—— 
, 


| that have made choice of G-.d to | 
| 
{ 


pineſs that have made this choice |! 
all tha: God is is yours, and all 
God hath is yours. I ſtand aſto- 
niſhed, in the very Admiration of 
the portion of that perſon, that 


hath choſen God co be his God.and | 


lo may every Soul : What hath not 
God? and what cannot God do ? 
What 15 his happineſs and portion 
then, that hath chis God tor his 
portion ! 

A few ſaitable particular Exhor- 
Latzons, I, Ex 


> 
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1, Exhortation, As you have 
choſen Gecd, facleave to the God 
you have thus choſen, hug him, 
A924 embrace him, and let him nor 
go again away from you : Do not 
caſt him oft, Ipray you; remcm« 
ber that paſlage, Mal, 2, 16. The 
Lord, the God of F-ceb [anh, that 
be bateth putting away, The pal- 
lage is uttered, '1n reference to mar- 
ried perſons fedfaſineſs one to ano» 
ther ; and it fo be, that God hatath 
putting away in reference to theſe 
Corporal, and Carnal marriages, 
between a Man and his Wife, Doth 
he not much more in this Spiritual 
marriage, berween- the Soul and 
himſclt ?-If God be once married to 
us, and we are betrothed unto him, 
he is as much againſt putting away 


ont either fide,; #5. he is againſt che 
Husbands, or Wives putting away 


each other z Doth He ſo to us? 1ſa. 


41. 9, theres a notable paſſage, 7 


have choſen thee, and not caſt thee 


away, God doth not chufe us,and 
then- caſt us awa;, vwiy then 
ſhould we deal cus it Goo ? be 

) 


palwaded.to cliave 2 Plin, 5 


- { - 
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, not caſt him away, ſtick to God as 
David reſolved co do,P/.16. before. 
When Barnabas came, and (aw the 
Grace of God in ſome: whom he vi= 
fited, As 11. 23. It's ſaid, he 
exhorted them,that with full parpoſe 
of beart they ſhould cleave unto the 
Lord, k's God's Command, T box 
{hals fear the Loyd thy God, and 
ſerve bim, and cleave wnto bum, 
8c. Deur, 10, 20, And this is made 
the condition of God's driving out 
the Canaauites before them, Chap. 
II. 22, The like Exhorcation joyn'd 
with a Commendation 1s given, 
Jolh. 23. 8. But cleave nnto the 
Lord your God, as ye bave done wnto 
ths day. And this inthe text,is put 
19 oppoſition to denying God, ver. 
27. where we read that Foſhua put 
upa ſtone, in this placeiin the pre- 
lence of all th? people, to be as a 
witneſs, berween the. Lord and 
them of this tranſaction 5 that ſtone 
ſhould be a witneſs, of what they 
had done, in making ſuch a wil- 


ling choice of God to 'themlelyes ; . 


Ic{t upon the occahion of any temp- 


cation, they ſhould Geny and re- 
Nounce 


— _— — — __ 
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nounce him, Be intreated, whoe- 
ver hath heard or doch read this to 
clave to God, and not decay him, 
nor put him away : when you have 
choſen him, do not change him, as 
the heathens will not,chough God's 
people are apt ſo to do, Jer. 2, 10, 
Hath a natien(that is Heathen and 
Idolatrous) changed their gods 
which yet are no gods? but my peo- 
ple, have changed their Glory, for 
that which profiteth not ; Oh do not 
ſo, eſpecially fith God doth nor 
deal ſo with us, and he indeed 
hatn cauſe and provocation fo to 
do, yer we have none at all: this 
God hinteth to them, and upbraid- 
eth them with, ver, 5 before, T bus 
ſaith the Lord, what iniquity bave 
your Fathers vos in mt, that they 
are gone far from me, 8c, ver. 6. 
Newuher ſay they wn therr beart, where 
15 the Lord, that brought us up ont 


| of the Land of Egypt ? &c., The 
| Lord caxeth them, What iniquity 


bave your Fathers fownd' in me? 8c, 


| but what inicuity may not God 


charge us with, as a juſt caufe of 


calting us oft, and putting us away 


for- 


Sy 


_—_—— O_o 


a 
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for ever ! and whoſoever will may 
ſee ur charged home on Jernſal:m, 
Ezth. 16. 19, 20, 23, &c. if o- 
thers lie at vs for embracements; let 
us caſt them away, butlec us not 
deal ſo with God, who 1s faith= 
ful to us, notwithſtanding our Ge» 
merits from him. 

2. Exhoxtation. Content your 
ſelves with him alone, whem you 
have choſen, So aid the Prophet 
David and rejoice in his portion, 
Pſal. 16, 5. The Lord us the portion 
of mine mheritance, 8c, ver, G6, 
ſhews his ſatisfaQtion wi:h this, The | 
lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant | 
places, yea 1 bave a Godly heritage; | 
as if he had ſaid, Iaman a very | 


* Significat ſe dili- 


gere-Denum uper 07- 


nid, 5 ip/o conten- * 


Cum Deum habe-.- 


ame & haridutate , 
eptima amend pars 
agri mihs obtigitt. 
AM, P. ſyn, | 


; Coth wonderfully Con- 


good eſtate, * having 
God to .be my partion, 
I am ina Cpnditon that 


tent me, let others chule 
riches, honours, &c, Be 
ſatisfied therewith, look 
after none -other but 
himſelt;be taken up wich 


him: Yea,there is reaſon to be Corr| 
tented With God only, bccauſc God 


» 
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is All, ard hath All, Therefore 
cotitinue for ever wi:h him, 

3. Exhortation, Having choſen 

» God, neverrepent of yur choice, 
You may repent of chuling the 
World,becaule that may be hurtful 
un:'o you : but we can never have 
caiile, juſtly ro repent of chuſing 
G-4 t5 be ours:are not the things of 
the World compared, and that fir- 
ly co Briars and Thorns? and hath 
n2ta ihvcn coſt and loſt many a 
man a Linio,yea his very life > how 

 ma"y have ventured their Souls for 
| the World! though our Saviour 
| faith, What will it profit 4 man to, 
| gain the whole World, and loſe bu 
ji! Soul? or what ſhall a man give 

Exchange for his Soul ? alwaies 

y) there is danger in chuſing other 

il things, but never any danger in 

'-| chuling God to be ours. Ic brings 

dclolating judgments on any peo- 

be ple, They choſe new Gods, ans 

\ there was War 1n their Gates, Jadg: 


ch 4, Exhortation, Be perſwaded, 
M' to joy in him above all, reſt in your 
9) love to him as he. in his lovets 
aye nn ns 2 ns 


_ 7 RS — ——— 
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you, Zeph. 3.17. He will rejoice over 
thee with joy, be will reſt in bus love, 
he will joy over thee] with ſinging © 
Have we not much more cauſe to re 
joice in him than he in vs ? he fills 
our deſire with goodneſs, we never 
fulfil his deſire, but grieve and pro= 
voke him; ſay and do as Hary,Luk. 
I. 46, 47. My Soul doth magni 
the Lord, and my Spirit bath rejo;> 
ced in God my Savionr, 


—————— 


CHAP X. 


Cloſeth up all, ſhewing the 17+ 
tendment of the whole» 


'R ,Nd new in the cloſe of all I 

beleech and perſwade you, 
to chuſe and cloſe with God by 
heartily accepting, and embracing 
of the terms of his Covenant of 
Grace, God's Covenant runs in the 
form of an offer on his part, and of 
a gractous acceptance, and charge 
mixed together as to our part, / 
will be your Godzas who ſhould (ay, 
= nn 


| 


_ EI ee rr 
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Chuſe me and Lam yours (as before 
Mot. 1.) and ye ſh.All be wry people. 
I will take youzaccept you as mine, 
and ye ſhall become my holy, obe. 
dient people, and I could heartily 
wiſh, that I might prevail with 
you all, for a parccular expreſs en- 
tring into Covenant with God, To 
chule and take God to your ſelves 
according to the aforeſaid offer,and 
ſo ſolemnly give and yield up your 
ſelves to God, to become his people 
as he requires, That there might 
be a del.bcrate and open tranſacti- 
on berweea God and your Souls, 
and that you would have a draughe 
by you as a teſtimony thereof, cone 
taining the Sum of the whole, ſub. 
{cribed with the hand, and ſealed 
with your ſeal, as we read of ſome 
that did. Neb, 9. 3S. whether 
that was done by every particular 
of that great multitudezas by reaſon 
of the * Hebraiſm (ome 


conceive,that thePrinces, * p=p1pnn Sy? 


Levits, and Prictts,we.© at cr over the ſealitg] 


to ſee theCovenant ſealed Aunnotat. 
vy all, or whether they 

a5 the Heads and Repreſentatives of 
: the 


—_ 
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the rcſt dig 1:,is not now needtul to 
Queſt.on, but it ce former was 
done 25 it may be rationally (uppo- 
fed, then ic ſpeaks fully co our pur- 


pole, it r:ay be not only lubſcribed | 
with che hand, bur lcaled alſvu.This | 
would be as cftcCtual a Monitor cf, | 
and Bo1d upcn us, as Foſhua's | 


ftone that he ſet up for a teſt: mony, 
ver. 27. This way 15 the Counſel of 


a Reverend Divine, in a book writ. | 


ten by him, called a Y;zadication of 
Godlineſs (winch it may be ſome 
of you that hcar and read this,and 
I hope thovſands more have ſeen) 
wherein peg. 173- &C. he hath gi- 
ven ſuitable direction, very quick 
and prefſing to ſuch a way of deal- 


Ing with God; and pag. 179. he | 
hath ſet down the form of ſuch a ) 


Covenant. Such a thing 


* Mr, Thomas V in- 
cent, Treat, called 
Words wherehy we 
may be ſaved, pag. 
63.64. &c. Alſo in 
Air. Fofe Allezns book 
of Conyerſ. pag, 164. 
the ſame as is in 


Vindicie Pittatis. 


1s directed to allo, * m 
another Reverend Dj;- 
vine's book. named in 


the margin, and another | 


you may tind ſubjoyned 
at the end hereof 3 you 
may make ule of which 
you picale ; Bur Ithiok 

þ[ 


| 


Cod a Chriſtian's choice, 


it beſt, for every judiciousChriſtian 
to have a draught of his owngas beſt 
ſuiting his tar e: which will much 
tend co Our Spiricual 220d and ad- 
vantage,1s the Aprendix will diſco 
ver; and then in life maniteſt, that 
you tave choſen him, by chuting 
all choir thinps tha! oleaſe him. God 
—_ $Ct 1: a8 2 great fin cf the 
Jews, hat they 4d evil before him, 
and whe:cmn was that fo evident ? 
aud 4; 5 2/0 wy whercin | delight= 


ed net, Ia. 65. 12, juſt as 1t a wo- 
N13n ES Tal! tale man tor ker? 
husvand, but not do any ihing he 


d:l1z ts 11 2, rathcr chuſe to do all 
that might cilplcaſe tim, Where. 
as thoſe thzt do "aKe hold ot G- d's 

Covenant, muſt chuſe allo thoſe 

things that pleaſe God, Iſa. 56. 4. 

Ic may be the will live with him, 

tor a ſh2w and a pretence , but 3s 
ſo far trom pleafing him, as that 
the is alw2ys vexing, and fretting 
him; juſt ſo Feryſalem fretied God 
1n all theſe things, Ezex. 16, 42. 
Though we ſhonld walk ſo as to pleaſe 
Gol, and abcund therein mare and 
more. 1The&l. 4. 1, The carriages 


aud 


I 1 
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and converſations of moſt towards 
God, do diſcover, that they chuſe, 
the things that do diſplecaſc him, | f 
but let us do and chuſe ro do the. 
things that pleaſe him, Particularly,” F 
I. Chuſc the tear of the Lord, Be i»| , 
the fear of the Lord all the day long. + 
Prov, 23. that isa brave lite, and 
that will make a man eſchew what} ; 
ſoever 15 diſplealing unto God. God} , 
lates it on a people as their great} | 
fin, that they did not chuſe the fear} þ 
of the Lord, Prov, 1. 31. F* 

2, Chuſe the ſtatures of GoGz | j;, 
David that caoſe God for his por-| 1; 
tion and inheritance, be alſo choſe} ;| 
Gods ſtatutes, Pſal. 119, 111. Thy| þ 
teſtimonies bave 1 taken @ an beri-| x 
tage for ever, for they are the "el tl 
joicing of my heart; and ver. 30, 
have choſen the way of thy truth, | {| 
Men lcok upon the actions, but | y 
God looks on the choice of perſons h 
more than their ations , (though he| þ 
look to and obſerves Loch): ſome fn | p 
out of infirmity, others out of | a 
choice chuſe the things wherein | þ 
God hath no pleaſure, Folly rs joy 


to him that is deſtitute of Wiſdom 
( Prove 
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Prov. 15, 2x. now God piries the 


* | one, and pardons; But if we fin wil- 
»| fally, after re bave received the 


Cr knowledg ef the trath,this us ſad $1 


deed ! Hed, 16. I beſcech you 
therefore, chuſe God, and cleave 
to him, with all your Heart and 
Soul for ever, And frequently re- 
iterate and folemnly view this way 
of tranſaRting with God z accord- 
ing to the draught you have lying 
by youzeſpecially every faſt-day, & 
everySacrament-day,wherein chere 
is (as I may ſo ſay) a new Seal fer 
to the bond of cheCovenant,where. 
in you are obliged : Oh that the 
tranſation berween God and If- 
rael, might be berweenevery Soul, 
that hath heard and may read this, 
Deur, 26. 17. Thox baft avonched 


| .the Lord this day to be thyGed, and to 


wa'k in his wates, and to hearken to 
his voice, ver. 18, and the Lord 


See the Apa 


bath avouched thee thus day tobe hts pendi. 
peculiar people, as be hath promiſed, 
' and that thou ſhouldelſt keep all 
his Commandements, 


Having 


= LITE 


—_ 
- 
* 
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S090 SEONEGS 


Haw ing directed you to two 
forms of the Covenant , 
whereby th: Chriſtians 
choice of God ts complecatea, 
by a free and bleſſed cloſe 
with him, as alſo made 
mention of another to be 
ſubjoyned : I thought good 
to offer you the uſe and view 

thereef , though I have 
wiſhed, and ſtill do, that 
each perſon that can, wouls 
be his own penman in thi 
caſe , becauſe though it may 
be Hows full encuch toam 
hand, yt it may _ ſo ſut 
and ſatisfy every ones Cot 
aiticn, or Exp: ricnce, as il 
micht if it were ar awi| 
out of, \as | | my ſay) ani 
accortd- 
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according to the frame and 
workings of a Man's own 
Soul, 


l 


| M {t Glorious, Gracious 

and bletled Lord God, tte 

great Creator, ard molt high puſleſ.. Cen. 14s 
ſor of Heaven and Earth; I thy 19. 
poor and unworthy Creature, 

* feartully and wondertully made y P{al. 
by thee at firſt in my Creation, and 129, 14a 
as wonderfully dignified by thee, ?** 
in being taken into Covenant with 
thee, in that bl«({:d e{tate wherein 
I was at firſt made , do defire to 
come humbly proſt;ate betore thee 
in the ſ:nſe ef chy great: mercy,and 
my own vilcnels and ui:tdone eſtate 
by the fall ; and the 1rreparabie 
breach of that firſt Covenant, by 
that tranſgrellion of my firſt pa- 


"rents, and manifold violations of 


all thy holy and juſt, and good Ry 
Laws,in my finful practice andCon. x 2, 


. 7e 


 verſation, being couched by thy bleſ= 


ſed Spirit with a fer:ous-romorte, 
therefor ',1m enboldncd by thy gra« 
CIOUS LNVitations, and frfgquent call, 

LO 


CO at OO oe - 


CT 


* Fob, 


6,37 
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to.come, in the moſt humble and 
untejgned manner that] can unto 
thee : beſeeching thee that thou 
wouldeſt accept of me in thy dear 
Son, and mercifully vouchſafe to 
receive me into Covenant a»new 
with thy ſelf, even that Covenant of 
Grace,which thou haſt revealed in 
thy holy Wordzwherein thou offer- 
eſt & afſlureſt, co all that-will come 


unto thee, and lay hold on thy 


mercy, * that they (hall in no wiſe 
be caſt out ; Iam, Tacknowledg a 
loſt finner in my ſelf ; and have 
daily played my part againſt thee, 
in thought, and word, and deed; 
diſcovering that enmity, that my 
heart hath been by nature full of 
againſt thee, 1n my enormous re- 


MI/a.55- bellions, and provocations. Thy 


7. 


Promiſe is, * Though I have been 
wicked, It I forſake my evil way, 
and though I have been unrighte- 
cus, if I torſake my evil thoughts, 
and turn unto the Lord, thou wilt 
have mercy upon me, and abun- 
dantly pardouv, Having encourage- 


X Jer. 3, ment by thy promuſle, and hoping 


22, 


in thy word, * behold I come 
that 


he —— 
ET" 
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unto thee, beſeeching thee O Lord, 

that thou wouldeſt have mercy up- | 
on me, a miſerable ſinner. CM <0 

Now fith ic hath pleaſed thee ?* 

torequire, and doſt expeft of him 

that expecteth to be received 

of thee, that he ſhould not * , -,.- 
touch the unclean thing, I do here "io 
in thy preſence, abhorring my {elf 
for all my paſt vileneſe, finfulnels, 
and unprofitablenels; relolve, Co- 
venant and promiſe in thy name, 


6, 17, 


and by thy ſtrength co forfake the 


Devil, World, and Fleſh,and do re- 2 Cor.4, 
nounce all the hidden works of 1, | 
darkneſs, and diſhoneſty : and be- 

fore the Lord * ſay to every Idol * 1ſ4.30. 
(in heart and Liſe) ger' thee hence; 22, 
purpoling in my heart, never to 


'*- yield my body, or Soul, nr the xRom.6. 
*memhers, and facultics of them, as 2 
.the members of unrighteoulneſs ro ** 


fin, nor ſuffer for time ro come, as 


heretofore, through thine alli (jnz 
'gracc,*{1n to reign 12 my martial 03- , 


V.12, 


dy,nor immortal Soul,that Iſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereot 3 char 


I will keep conſtant, ftrict watch 


againit all the advantages, foares, 


E and 


zz . 
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and thine Enemies ; earneſtly in. 


and temptations of all mine, and 


| 


* 2.Cor, treating, and imploring thine ' 


12.9, * Alllufficient Grace co make 
+ x Pet, me 4 Sober and Vigilant, that my 
5. 8,9. adveriary the Devil, though he goes 
about like a roaring -Lyon, ſeeking 
whom he may devour, may not by 
- 2 Coy any of * his devices, take any ad. 
" vantage againſt me, but that I ma 
refiſt him ſtedfaltly 1n the faith, thy 
grace aſſiſting thereto 3 keeping my 
Heart, Tongue and way,from chat 
which 3s diſpleafing unto thee, And 
fith I know and am convinced+ chat 


2, I1, 


G, and no pibility of Salvation by 1c, 
1 do renounce it, and .loath my (elf 
for the imperieCtions of it; being a 
loſt,periſhing and damnable wretch, 


without chy pardoning and ſaving 


% To, , Grace | 
03s And * becauſe the kindaeſs and 
love of God towards man, hath ſo 
exceedingly appeared, as that thou 
haſt frecly offered, and promiſed, 
4Fer. 32. © make an FEverlaſting Covenant, 

that thou wilt never turn away 
from chem, to do them geod, bur 
WL 


| 
L 
£1 
+lfa. 64. my righteouſnels is as tilchy rags | 


_ power to my Soul, that I may ever 
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wilt ever be their God,that do* lay *1ſa.56« 
hold on thy Covenant, I defire 6, 
hearcily to take thee O God, Father, 
Son,and Holy Ghoſt to be my God; 
to be my Father, Saviour, and 
Comtorter, to be my portion, and 
happineſs here, and hereafterz be- 
ſeeching thee, that thou wouldeſt 
+ keep this purpole in my neart, 
and continue to communicate this 


+1 Cron, 


29, 19. 


cleave to the my Lord and God, 
that I may become wholly, and 
only thine for ever and ever ſtick- 


' ing unto thy teſtimonies, & chuling 


the way of thy Commandements 

all my daies; for now the * vows »y p// 
of God are upon me, yea I have ,, 
+ worn, and will perform ir, that ; Pſal. 
I will keep thy rightcous Judg- 119.106. 
ments, 

And forasmuch as there is no . 
Coming to the Father bur by * Fob, 
Chr:f, who 1s the * way, truth, x4, 6. 
and lite, who is freely cftzrcd in 
the Goſpel, + in whom atone thou TH#t-3. 
art well pleaſed, and ] can only be 7/7» 
accepted; I beartily and thanktully 
delire * co receive Jeſus Chrift, * Col,2, 

E 2 ard 6, 


+I (or. 


I, 3 Os 


* Iſa. 6» 
6, 


L5. 4. 


T OO 


* Rev. 
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dnd to walk in himz To take him 
robe my f Wiſdom, Righ:couſneſs, 
SanCfication, and Redemption, to 
elpouſe my Soul to him this day, 
and * joyn my ſelf ro him in a Co. 
venant, that can never be broken 
off or torgotten, 

My dear Saviour, who haſt made 


+ a new andliving way to the Fa- 
* ther, for me, I do here folemnl 


and freely * open the everlaſting 


* doors of my heart to thee, that thou 
- the King of glory mayfſt come in, 
| that ſo thou mayſt F dwell inmy 


heart by faich, that being loſt wich. 


. out thee, yet * found in thee, I 


may be ſaved; thine I defire to be, 
though I deſerve no ſuch priviledg 


, at all,bcinga filthy Rinking Gnner, 


+ dead in treſpaſizs and Sins ; 


 * Laden with helliſh laſts, prefiled 


down even t» Hell it felt: bur it 
hath plcaſed thee to + eipoule me 


, to chy ſelf, in Righteouſneſs, and 


Mrcy, and Faithfulrcſs,] do wich 
ny whole Soul embrace and lay 
hold on thee, and do take thee the 
* King of S1ints, ro be my only 
Lord, and Head and Husband, my 
only 


ly Godallo : ro bemy Guice, and * Fyh, 
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only King and Commander, and | 

willingly + taking thy ealy yoke + Aﬀate 

upon me, I preſent my ſelf unto I. 29+ 

thee reſolving to * continue nor, X 

only many but all my daies with If. 3+ 

thee, + yielding up my ſelf, body 2* 

and Soul, as an holy, * living, ace Rom. 

ceptable ſacrifice co chee, who haſt *<* ** 

offered up thy felt as a * Sacrifice ,, Eph 

to the Father,for my poor loft Soul, _ PO 

engaging through thy Grace, char 

I will ſtoop to thy Scepcer,. fulfil 

thy will, and + follow thee the + Rev, 

Lamb of God whitherſoever thou 14. 4+ 

goeit, to be diſpoſcd of by thee in 

every condition, that neither po» 

verty, nor riches ; nor * life, nor, Pom FJ - 

deai b,ſhall ſeparate bzceween me and "= : 

thee. 3 02 
Moreover, fi:h this + accels is , Eph. 3. 

by one? Spirit unto the Father x, 

through Chriſt, I co here mult 

bleed Spiric,take thee to be my on- 


* Comforter, beltecaing thee chat 18. g. 

thou wouldeſt * Scal me up unto * Epb.4, 

the day. of redempiion. That thou 30. 

wouldeſt be 1a me a + Fogrtain of : 

living Wacer, ſpringing up to life e. + Fob. >, 
E-1 ternal, 38, 


God a (briſtian's choice, 


ternal, 
*Job i, ſanding all difficulties, * hold on 
my way and grow ſtronger and 
+ Gal.s. ſtronger, vowing to be + led by 


18 no other Spirit, but thy ſelf, : 
* Rom 8, walking after the Spirit, for time to | 


come, and not after the fleſh. 
Alſo, becauſe thou requireſt eve- 
+ Rev. ry one that expecterh to + enter by 
22. 34 the Gate into the City, to keep thy 
* =. Commandments: and having now 
entred inco ( and renewed ) 
the bond of the Covenant foto do, 
as one of thy people, to whict end 
; thou haſt gracioutly promiſed, that 
*Jer.32. thou wilt * put thy fear jnto my 
409, heart that I ſh2ll not depart from 
thee ; I here as thy Covenant-ſer- 
vant, engage ſolemnly to become 
wholly thine : that I will be for no 
+ Pat. ortherz + O Lord truely I am thy 
116.15+ Servant, Lam thy S:rvant, * de- 
* Pſal. yored to thy Fear, Love, and Ser- 
119.39. yice: Praying that thou woulde!t 
keep thy promile, to 2navle me to 
walk in thy Ratutes, and through 
the never-failing influence of thy 
* Pſal. Heavenly power, * I will kerp 
119-8, thy ſtatutes, + my bands allo will 1 
+ v. 48s : life 


T, 


That ſo I may notwith- * 


————& 


1 


ww W P*y _ _gw 
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liſe vup to thy Commandements 
which I love:Oh forſake me not ut. y Iſa.30 
terly,yea I will * follow no coun» | A 
ſel bur of thy Spiric, and Word * 

from henceforth all che days of my 

life, Though Satan tempt, the | 
World allures, and the + Fleſh t Cl. 5- 
luſteth againſt the Spirit; yet be- |” | 
ing * ſtrengthned with might by Eph. 3. 
thy Spirit in. the inner man, will * , 

+ wreſtle againſt Sin, Satan, and f £74.6, 
the World, yea all manner of wick. £2+ 
edneſs whatſoever, *. fighting the © I Tim. 
good fight of Faich, wGilII lay hold 6, 12, 
on the poſſeſſion of eternal life, 

7 having finiſhed my courle,and ob. 4 2 T;m. 
raid the Crown of righteouſneſs, 4, 8, 
wich nou nait promiſed, 

Yet (ith there 15no man, * that * Ecclef, 
liveth and finneth not, I doin thy 7, 20, , 
holy preſence proteſt againſt any 
contrived, allowed fin , whereby Plal 
I ſhall + wickedly depart from my T Ju 
God, and that though of force I do, 
and (hall in part wwle 1 am in this 
body, * with my fleth ſerve the 


I5..3k; 


* Rom.7» 


law of fin , yet with my ming will "+ 
1 ſerve, the law of God wholly,and 
for ever, 


E 4 Now 


| 
104 Goda (hriſftian's choice, 
tf Joſh, Now the 4 Lord God of Gods, | 
22.22, the * ſearcherofthe hearts, and 
* Fer, tryer of the reins, + ſearch me,and | 
I7.10, try me, andif their be any way of , 
+ Pſal. wicxednels in me,lead ime in the way 
I39+23, Everlaſting: ſich chou * command- 
24+ eſt me to keep thy precepts diligent- 
* Pſal. ly, + my heart ſaith unto thee, 
I19.4. * Oh that my waies were directed, 
+ Pal. ro keep thy ſtatutes 3. therefore will 
27, I + keep, and do them with all ; 
* 119,5- mine heart, and all my Soul, 
+ Dent. Bleflcd God, I defire to + rejoice 
26,16, inthce, and in the + Oath and 
* Phil, 4. Covenant made with thee, this I 
: do in the truth, and uprightneſs of 
+2Chbroy. my heart, asT have choſen ſo I de- \ 
15.15, fire tone thee above all;* Whom 

| * * Pſ.73, haveIin Heaven but thee ! and 
25, there is none on Earth that 1 deſire 
+ Song. belides thee: + I am my beloved's 
6. 3. and iny beloved is mine. * T! 


ac 
* Pſal. hnes arc fallen co me 1n pleaſa:.c 

16,6, places, yea I havea goodly hert- 
+ Eph. x. tige, + Bleſſed be the God and 
4 5, Father of our Lord Jeſus Criſt, 
| who hath choſen me in him, before 

the Foundation of the World, 

* Rev. * Blcſling, Honour, and Glory be 

ll 5-9, 10. - F given 
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given to the Lamb for ever, who 

was {lain,. and haſt redeemed me + Zich. 
to God, by thy blood, + the blood © 
of the Covenant. Bleſled be the e-" * 
ternal - Spirit who haſt * movedy >, 
my heart to enter, into this ſolemn * * 
relation,and obligation unto God, 

+ The Lord my God, the faith- + Dege, 
ful God, which keepech Covenant, 7, 9, (4+ 
and Mercy to them that Love him, 29,9, 
and keep his Commandments : | 
keep to me the Cyvenanr, and che 
Mercy, and Confirm it to the end, 
and ſtrengthen me ſo with thy 
Grace that I may keep the words of 
this Covenant, and do chem; and 
this Covenant made this day with 
my God, let not any thing,Sm, Sa- 
tan, World, Lite nor Death, diſ- 
annul z but let ic be confirmed to all 


Eternity. eAmen. Amen, 


IOF 


AN 


APPENDIX 


Containing 


PROPOSITIONS 


Evidencing, 
Not only the warrantableneſs, but” 
expediency, of tranſating with 
God in a particular expreſs 


I 


Covenant- way, 


Written at firſt, for the ſatisfaction" | 
of a private friend; now publiſhed. 


k at the requeſt of ſome others, . and* 
for the benefit, and advnatage - of. 
any that ſhall peruſe them. . 
By SAMUEL VV INNET, ſometimes | 
-  Miniker of the Goſpel at Glu/fon in Somerſetſhire. 
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| SEESHOSOSOUOAGS 
To the Reader. 


Courteous Reader. 


Here being lately extant 
nh | a worthy Treatiſe of 4 
| Reverend Divine,cal- 
tedVindicixPietatis,written by 
Mr. R, A. preſſing to a ſtrict 
and preciſe Converſation,aud 
zn t giving advice to perſons not 
yet in Covenant,to come in and 
compleat all by Solemn Cove- 
nanting with God, I moſt glad- 
ty, ſweetly and atlightfully 
viewed the defign, and meeting 
with the doubts of ſome perfor 
(a pretious Servant of Gott,and 
"my dear and intimate friend) 
> about the warrantableneſs of 
that way,becauſe I my ſelf was 


ſo much affected with the wy 


—— 
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LY 


To the Reader. 
did ſet my ſelf (upon his requeſt 


ard letter to me\ſeriouſly to ſeek | 
what warrant Gods word affor- | 
ded to it, and at ſome ſpare ) 
hours,in ſome few days of Vacati- | 
on from my incuambring and te- ' 
dious imployment, drew up the 
following Propoſitions tending | 
to the evidence thereof ;, hoping | 
that either the author of the ' 
forenamed treatiſe or ſome per- . 
ſon elſe,whoſe Graces, Abilities | 
and Leiſure are greater thap 
2:ne,may be ſtirred up more ful- 
tyto clear it .TheLord grant that 
whoſoever may peruſe "them may 
have the ſame comfort and beng- 
fit thereky.,as the Author that 
compoſed- thens,. 74 op 
through the importunity of 0- 
thers mad: them Ma 
Amen, 


4 C certain 


- 
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Certain PROPOSITIONS 
tending to the clearing of a 
Ducſtion,and Satisfaition of 
ſome aoubts,about particular 
expreſs entrins into Gove- 
nant with God. 


Prop, I. 


T : God hath of his own 
good pleaſure, from all 
| ecernity, eleed ſome to 
| everlaſting life: x Pet, 1. 


2.Elift according tothe foreknowledy 
of God, Eph. 1. 4. According # be 
bath choſen uw 1 him before the 
Foundation of the World. 


Prop. II, 


That God did from all eternity 
ranſa& che buſineſs of che Salva- 
tion of theſe eleQed perſons, be- 
| tween 


Expreſs Covenanting 


tween himſelt and his Son Jcſus » 
Chriſt, God gave every one of u 


thole. whom he would have mercy 
on, to Jeſus Chriſt, to the intent 
that he might deliver them all, and 
every one of them, out ofthe eſtate 
of fin and 'miſery, which they 
ſhould implange themſelves into 
by the fall of «Adm, and the Son 
he accepts of this work of Salvation 
andR<demprion of them by his own 
death, to be accompliſhed in® the 
fulneſs of time, and this by Di- 
vines 1s called the Covenant of Re- 
demmption, 


Prop. III, | 


That (beſides the Covenant 
tranſacted between the Father and 
the Son, about rhe Redemption and 
Salvation ofthe clect from all erer- 
nity) God he enters into :a Cove» 
nant of Grace, with che perſons 
themſelves, that are cleRed, in duc 
time, which yet 1s a conſequent 
of the former; For if Chriſt-had ne- 
- ver undertaken, or accepted of che 
terms in that Covenant of. Re- 
| rs demption 


t] 
| 
E 


: 


Ns 4 


with God ctared, ; 


demption, before time, there had 
been no Covenant of Grace in 
time, with the Ele themſelves. 


Prop, IV. 


This Covenant berween God and 
his people. is mutual, and {tipula- 


'tdry, (that is) obligeth God, (co 


{peak with due reverence of ſo great 
a Majeſty, ) and alſo obligeth all, 
and every the perſons of his people, 
taken into it, wherein, as God 
graciouſly doth promiſe to be their 
God, to be gcod and kind un- 
to them, yea co be all to them, and 


' eCo all for them, which ſhall be for 


prclear, and turure, temporal, ſpt- 
ritual, and eternal good: fo are they 
anſwerably bound, to become: his 
people, for their part, and fo to 
live before God, as his people, in 
Faith, Repentance, Holineſs and 
Odedience,2 11 their daies.So that the 
preceptive part, as well asthe pro- 
miſſ1ze part of the Covenant, is ex- 
preſly in Scripture c:Iled, and: en- 
titled by the name of a Covenant, 
be= 


Expreſs Covenanting 


becaule of that tye on perſons, to| IP 
perform the duty, as God hath gra. Þ* 
ciouſly bound himſelf to perform| 3" 
the mercy; fo che Moral law is cal- ; 9 
led a Covenant, Deat.4. 1 3,2 Chron. 
6- 11, and the mandatory part in | © 
general, Lev, 26, Ig. Deut.29-I1,} * 
9. 12, 14, 21, 25, and the He-} 
brew Phraſe, which properly ſig- | * 
nifies to cut a Covenanc, amengſt | 
variety of words by which the | ' 
LXX. uſe to trenſlate it, one is , 
t!T<\AGuau, to Command, See 
Heb,9.10, from Exod, 24.8, | 


— 


Prop. V. 


That this Covenant is tnade with 
Believers and their Seed, not only \ 
with che fingle perſons of Belicvers, , 
but with theirSeed allo in them,and 
themſelves che repreſentatives of 


their Secd. 
Prop. VI. \ 


That every particular perſon of | 
theſe is bound for himſelf, to lay 
hold on the Covenant : By Faithto 


apply 


OC—— —— -. - - wy 


with God cleared. 


apply all che Promiſes , and in O- 
bedience to perform all theprecepts, 
and duties required in this Cove- 
nant. 

Now about our particular en- 
tring into, and being in Covenant 
with God, divers things are to be 
weighed, and conſidered, for a 
right underſtanding thereof. 

We may be ſaid, to be im, and 
to enter into Covenant with God, 
two waies, 

1, Virtuallyz and this 1s two 
wales, 

1, Either in our Fathers relation 
ad obligation to God z God enters 
inco Covenant not with Believers 
perſons only (as before) but wih 
them ang their Seed aiffo. Gene. 17. 
7. Anda [all eſtabliſh my Covenant 
between m:e, and thee, and tky Seed 
efter thee, inthur generations, for 
an everlaſiing { ovenaxt, tobe a God 
untothee, andithy Seed after thee. 
And every Belicver ought to accept 
the Covenant, not for himſclt only, 
but for his ſeed. Now my Father's 
accepting the Covenant, rot tor him- 
cli only, but for me,ar:dGod's Cove- 

| nanting. 


Expreſs Covenanting 


nanting with me as well as with 
him ; doth engage me with + wa 
God-in the ſame obligation, This 

way of Covenant-tranſaCtion hath! of 
been always in all Gods dealings] fe 
with the Sons of men 1n this kind, | on 
even in both Covenants (viz,) that} d 


of Works (called a Covenant of life h 
by our Divines) before che fall,and | © 
( 


chat of Grace,ever ſince, And this 
way of being in Covcuarit with | 
God, may bcas ſoon as a man 1s 
conceived, and detore while he is 
in his fathers Loins;thus were all the 
Sors of men (all mankind) in A- | 
dams Covenant, and every bell. 
vers Seed in their Fathers, 

2. Orelle in our being baptizcd wg 
and receiving thereby the oumward | 
ſign, and Seal of the Covenant of 
Grace. Now though hreby an 
outWard application of the (1gn of | 
the Covenant was made to us, yet 
we did but virtually enter then,and 
thereby into Covenant with God, \ 


becauſe we were alcogether paſſive, V 


and not at all active 1n our part. 
pation of that Sacrament, 


2. As 


ith 
of waies t00, 
is 
h' of the ching it (elf, thor there be a 


| our Saviour, the Holy Ghoſt to be 


| our Sanctifier, and Comforter, up- 


ws ner of doing of jt; and here alfo 
- ſomething 15; 


with God cleared. 


2, Actually, ail chis 15 two 
1. Something reſpects the nature 


ſerious, cordial, total Rehgnation of 
our iclves ro'God, in a holy depen- 
dance, reliance,and aftiance on all 
his Promiſes, accepting him to be 


our God, and Jeſus Chriſt to be 


on his own terms : as he hath of. 
fered himſelf to us, in his bleſſed 
Word, with an unteigned,and uni- 
verſa! Obedience to all his Com. 
manqdments, 

2, Something reſpects the man. 


1, Publick,when a perſon grown 
to years, and underſtanding, doth 
freely, and voluntarily, yea and 
openly roo, in the face and pre- 
ſence of the Congregation, take up. Mr. Hams 
on him to fulfil that Covenant, *” 9 ©-- 
which his Facher in his vame, and * 
b:half at bis Baptiſm,undercook for 'Y 
him, £ 
2, Pris 


12 
* The n4- 
fure of this 
particular 
expreſs Co- 
Venanting 
with God 
briefly 0- 
pened, 


Expreſs Covenanting. 
2, Private; and that is when a 


perſon either at his Converſion, or 
after doth this upon due, & delibe. 


rate Conſideration between Goll 


and his own Soul, draw up in writ- 


10g, a certain form of words, ac« 
cording as his own heart ſhall (up. 


on ſerious ſearch and knowledg of 
his eftate according to the Scrip- 
tures) dire him. Wherein there 


God 
the Son, and God the Holy Gholt, 
to be his God in Covenant upon his 
own terns, and that for ever; as 
ailo a full, and untzigned Rehguas. 
tion of himſclf made ro God, and 
Reſoluticn 1n the ſtrength of God's 
grace, to walk with him in an h0- 
ly Communion, and Converſation, 
according to the dury requi- 
red by God from him, in this holy 
Covenaut-ſtate into which he is en- 
tred and taken. | 
Now tor our better underſtand- 
ng, In a matter of fo great impor- 
tance, for turther clearing of it, I 


ſhall 


u 
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with God cleared. 


ſhall offer theſe following particu- 


lars to ſerious Conſideration, 


I, T hat I make theſc ame laſt im< 
diately forenamed, 0 e Cir= 
cumſtance of this ma wot at all 


of the ſubſtance of our entring into 
Covenant. We may truely be in 
Covenant, partake of the benefits 
ot it, have an intereſt in Ged, Je. 
ſus Chrilt, Remifſon of Sins, and 
Salvation, yield our ſelves to God, 
alchough we do neither of theſe laſt 
things tcrementioned:that 15 to lay, 
though we are never brought ito 
the Congregation, there openly to 
protels our taking theſe obligations 
upon our {clves, which cur Father 
did tor us at our Baptiſm, or never 
have ſuch a draught in expreſs 
writing, . between God and our 
ſelves. 

2,, The'Scripture ſaith, One ſhall 
ſay I am the Lord's, as well as, a- 
mother ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand 
upto the Iverd, and another (hall call 
bimſelf by the name of Jacob. Ia, 
44. F, Now 3f this particular 
ſhould be a neceſlary Daty, (viz) 
ſubſcribing with che hand, _ 
the 


LE = SER 


_—. 


14 
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61; 68-9590, 


LAX, 


287 


* T.y I82y {\ufter any thing higher than he, the 
Gs GHLLEES? X Greek, , thou haſt choſen the Lord 


Expreſs Covenanting 

the other t60 : then ſome would bt 
bound to one, mode or form of 
ith God and others to 
ereas the Scripture 
S lawtul, good, and 
valid as another ; z yea the Scripture 
icems co ſpeak more in that expreſſion 
of ſaying, than that of ſubicribing | 
with the hand, as 15 eaſily obſerva- | 
ble : there being two expreſſions of | 
the tormer, one only of the latter, 
So that text, Deut, 26, 17,18, T boy | 
haſt avexched che Lord this day to, 
be thy God, and to walk in bis wazes, | 


— 


YF. 
4 N Fc. or as the Hebrew hath ir, thou | 


haſt made to ſay,that is, to promile, | 
as worthy Az»ſworth on the place ' 
though others,thou haſt exalted the | 
Lord to be thy God: and futely | 

they that take God to be their God, 
as they ſhould exalt him above all | 
1n their eſtimation , as the Prophet | 
did, Whom have I in heaven but 

thee > Pal, 23. 25.0 ſhould they | 
.make him their Lord Paramount, | 
make him their Sovereign, an \ 
-aupream, ſhould not fer up,'or | 


this 


with God cleared, 
this day to be thy God, but this in- 


ecrpretation though good 1s a di- 
grcilion; to return therefore. 

3. All cannot do this, taking 
only one exprefſion 1n the letcer, 
(char 1s ) ſubſcribe with che hand ; 
tor very many cannot write , 
therefore cannot ſubſcribe with che 
hand co God: And if it {honld be 
drawn for them, they may fe: their 
hands to they know not whar, and 
logif they ſhould ſublcr:be by ſerting 
their mar, (its poilible) they may 
be deluded therein, they being not 
capable, (being not able co read 
write-hand nor themſelves to write) 
to kn2w Whit they do. 

4. Yet further, Iadd this to all 
that hath been ſaid, that ir is nor 
only lawtul, and warrantab!e, bu 
alſo very expedient, neceſſary, and 
advantageous tor Chriſtians verf, ”= 
nally, particularly, and exprely 
by word, yea and writing, it they 

can, to tranſact with God in a Co- 
venant-way, 

I thall ſpeak a little to each © 

branches of this Propofition, 


t Fi: {t, 


f 1IN}0, 
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Sri pture 


evidence. do fo, Iſa. 4 45. One ſhell ſay I am 


Expreſs Covenanting 
Firſt, That it is lawful, and 
warrantable thele things lecm to e- 


VINCEs 
It is prophefied, that they (|:all 


the Lords : ana:her ſpall ſuoſcribe 
with bis kand n+t9 the Lord. Ila, 
45. 24+ Surely, ſhall one ſay, m 
the Lord bave | righteouſneſs, and 
flrength, Zech, 13+ 9. They ſhall 
{ay th: Lord is my God. Hol, 2, 16, 
T kou ſhalt call me Iſhizand jha!t call 
me uo more Baali. 

2, This is practiſed by the Saints 
of God in former time, the Iira- 
elites ; ſte Deur, 26. 17, 18S. T bot. 
haſt avouched the Lord this day to 
be 1hy God, ard to walk in bus waies, 
&%c. A notable enumeration of 
theſe, according to a particular di- 
{tribution of chem, into their ſevce 
131 ranks, ages, and ſexes, Dent. 
29. 19, 11,12, Captains, Elders, 
Oilt:ers, Wives, Ittle ones, twat 
thou ſhouldeſt enter into Covenant 
with the Lord thy God, Deur.5.27, 
28,29, Three times did the people 
145 EXpTUly ENLET Ito Covenant 
with God, Exod,19.8,and chap.20. 
and 
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and Ex:d. 24, 2. 7. ſo David in 
many aud mary pi:ces. Plal, 16.2. 
O my Soul, thu koſt ſaid unto the 
Lord,then art my Lord,gcc. Pſi), 42, 
9.1 w:ll ſay unto God my roch , &c, 
fo Plal. 89. 26, He (hall cry unto me, 
thas art my Father, my Jed, = 
Plal. 91.2. I w.!l ſay of the Lovd ge 
T; w) refuge, —- my Gol, &:. 
Plat,-142, 5.  Terped H21'9 .FBe8 O 
Lord, 1 ſaid thois art my refuge bes 
ſides. Pfal. x8. x, 2. with 114. 2. 
ſo Plal. 119. 94 [ am thire ſave 
me — like that a. 44.5. (ottor:) 
and ver, 1C6, [ Pave ſors aud will 
pirformit, that I will keep th5 1igh- 
teous judpmients. Thamas Und to, 
oh. 290. 28. my Lord and my God : 
fer Jclus Conr:it had ſaid, [erg 
my Fither and your Fiber vitr,-67. 
Paul { Li d fo, At 27 . 23, 1'p9(e / 
«m and whons I ſerve: The Churches 
Hp Macedonia, 2 Ccr,8, 5, Firſt 
gave t beer 69/ Jeu to the Lid, 
&:, Andthe Avuſtic Pug f2itily 
that ail Ci Aiſle abi doit, ard 
that-- bold{y-.-tc0s i. F369, 33.6. 
f5 that we (cath ene 1s particu- 


F 2 lar) 


w, 
7 
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lar) may boldly ſay, the Lord # my 
helper, &c, | c 
3. Something alſo may be obſer- | 
| 
| 


ved, much tending to the op=ning \ 
and confirming of this from that | 
Scrip:ure, Plil. go. F- Gather my | 
Saints together, which have tadea | © 
Covenant with me by Sacrifice, It's 
Ipoken of them as ch»u3h they had 
apart, and each for hunſelt,entred 
ro Covenant witn God,who were | 
:0 be eathered, that 1s, ro be ſum. | 
moned to appear betore God z 
whi:h makes nothing ' for the 
grcundicels, incependent Sajat or 
Caurch-gathering ſo mucin tickled 
fr; tor the Lord do.h bur here 
charg® 2, ail ſummon the Church of | 
the Jews, collectively called Saints, 
Cai, wwthe whole having a dnomination 4 
io:, from the better parr, to convince 
them of, and rcturr. them from 
their eros nh. pocriſys that Herall- 
like exorcdiion pap, I, anſwering 
| ſ\uch ovrelt: atIOns of Hoſe, as we 
' r22d of in Civcrs paſlages, Dau. 
19. 1 call Heaven and Barth to { 
witzeſs, and 32.1, give Ear Oh 
Heaucns, &«. WALn Iſa. 1, 2. bus 
ps 
£ 
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this is to our purpoſe chat the 
Scripture doth wply,that they had 
dittinaly, and apart centred into 
Covenant wich God, each for I1m- 
(If by Gacrifice.Of this Covenanting 
berween God and his people by Sa- 
cr fice, we may ſeea lively deicripet- 
on, Exod. 24. 4. 8. And Mojes 
wro's ail the words of the Lord, and 
roſe up early in the morning, and 
builded an Altar, under the kill,aud 
I2 pilfars according tothe 12 tribes 

of Iſrael. 5. And be ſent young men 
f the { bilaren of Iſratl,which eff e- 


red burnt-:ffcri» gs, ard fankkfed /rcrifeod 


perace-off: rings, of Oren unto the 
L 5rd 7. Ar.G netook the book 
of the Covenant and read in the au- 
azence of the people, andtibey {aid, all 
that the Lord bath ſaid, will we do 
and be ebediqnt. s, And e Moſes 
took the blood, and [prinuled on the 
people, and ſaid, vebvold the blacd 
ef the Covenant wiich the Lird bath 
made with yiu. GCouccrning all 
Theſe words. By theſe two forts 
of Satrifices the fantt. fication of the 
peop-e was reitifhied, who by the 


death of Chit, (whom theleSacrie 3; 


F.3 11.cs 


—— —o— ii. 
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fices dia figure ovt) preſented 
theanteives wholly to God, as cbe- 
dicnt Servants (according © that 
0: the Ap oltte, Heb. 9. 14. How 
much indi I all the Hoed of Chriſt, 
Ww Wo through the eternal Spirit off 

':4 bimſelf without ſpot to God, 
purge your Conſcience from dead 
works, to ſerve the living God; ) 
aid 1t1s to be obſerved, about both 
of them, how particularly, ai:d 
perſonally my did tranſact with 
GoG. 1, Oi che burn:-offerir g 
Lev. I. 2. If ar 711 bris ganeffcr- 
ng to the Lord. vcr, 3. Al his off er- 
mg be a burut=ſacrifi: ce Ti the herd, 


'- oh 
(i 573 id; Cr « Mas & VV: LILCUT ics 
miſh, — vcr, 4, a"d he ſpall pat his 
C 


bard, upon the head of the burnt-0j = 
fering, «114 it ſnail be accep! ed * *or 
_ to make an aiontment for him, 

Thetxes fad of ther DCACC- ftcr- 
w 0 Lev. 3. I, 2, and vice, 7, d, 
N-:w this Particuiar DIME 0: th2 
har « by ever V perion cha br: ag hc 
a Sacrifice tothe Prictl to; be oficzed 
to Uod, whar doth it teagh us? 
Aion oft n —_ thi; '9f ] hall nor 
menti82:. viii miginc be exprc(- 


'1:d, 
7 z 
1 
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fed, theſe two principally to our #f- - __ 
purpoſe; 1 I, That every on? was _paxeae's 
bound to apply Chriſt, particular. ;7,,, 
ly to himſelt by thehend of his Les, 1-4 
own Faith, 2,That he was to make 
an holy reſignation of himſelt to 
God and Chriſt, that men brizging 


ſacy: fices to God ſhould rather ſacr:- 


fire thewſelves — than that beaſt, a- 


erecins with the Exhortation of the #bs ſup. 

Apoſtle Pay}, Rom. 12, r. / te tech 

yor: therefore Brethren, by the mer- 

cies of God, that ye preſent your b94t= 

es alwng ere acceptable Sacrifice 

rnto God, which is 1:ur reaſonable 

Service. For many are Conteat to 

elve their goods to GoJ, but them= 

ſelves ro the Devil, which God ab- 

horreth ſaid that holy Biſhop. = 

How plainly doth it hence appear, 1t1d« 

that this Coveranting with G 2d | dy 

Sacrifice, proves the eruth treated of, 

in char Sacrifice, each perſon laying 

his hand on his Sacrifice, 1mp'ying 

iis particular depeidence up: NIN 
appli ing Zh Chriit to himf cf, for 

Salvation ; and giving up himſc If ro 

God :n: ' Chrif, in aa holy and 

F 4 U:1- 
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Ar gu- 


Tents. 
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Uruverſal Obcdience, 
more of this anon, 
Some Arguments drawn from 
Scripture for the proot of its lawtul- 
neſs which I ſhall propoſe not in 
way of Syllogiſm tormaliy, bur ot 
ordinary reaſon, for the capacity 
ot any that may defire Satisfaction, 
1, It is lawful and warrantable 
to tranſact with God, in a particu- 
lar, and perſonal way, beczuſe eve- 
TY perion 1S bound, bya particular 
Faith to apply the Promiles to him- 
{cif 117 particular, that are propoſed 
in.general to all: yea ſome Promi. 
{us,that are made to ſome paiticular 
perions in reference io {ome particu= 
lar matters, are yt by the Holy 
Ghoſt excended to ail, and oficred 
25 and cove appiycd oy every Chri- 
tian: thus Joſhua was not to carry 
2wey, and impropriate co iimfelt ail 
te be eitt of the Promiſe made to 
kim, about Geds being wita him, 
and not failing, gor toriaxing him, 
Tiſh.1, 5. Compared with Heb. 13, 
5, Where the Apolitle extends 1t to 
all , and yet ſcern: ticreby togpply 
jt.toeviry particular Chriftialgs / 
*w16 


__ 


' 
4 
4. 
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will never leave thee,nor forſake thee. 
Ther's the parcicular application of 
that Promiſe made at firſt ro Foſhwa 
ro every particular Chriſtians exi- 
gence, ver. 6. Wherefore we may- 
bold!y ſay. (viz. All Collectively, 
and cach one finglely in his own 
behalf, and tor his own eſpecial be- 
hoot) the Lordis my helpr, Gs, 
And it ſo, why thould nor (fith the 
Covenant is mutually and recipro- 
cally obl:gacory) there be a parti= 
cular rehgnaton , mave by cyery 
Chriſtian of himſelf to God? 

2, It I am bound in particular 
by every Command, then I oughc 
and may lawiully give my aſlene 
thereto, in word or writing, Ci- 
ther or both, That commend reachs 
eth every parcicularGhr:{itan, Roms, 
6. 12. yi.1d your lelves unto God, 

3. Wherethere was a general, 
vocil aſſerting {lipulation made to 
Gd, and art 'any time ana: f{wer 
made to his call, cheee were allo the 
particulars implyed, or expreſt, or 
both.So bctore, Exod. 19. 29, and 
24.Chap. lt is ſaid ail che people an-- 
ſwcred rogether, and all che people . 
iþ 5 a=. - 
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anſwrered with one voice £ $9 
Dewt.- 5,27, 23. it 15. not ſaid, 
their Heads only, or Oihcers, or 
Elders, but all the people wich an 
expreſs mention ct their voices. 
Tea further we thail tce the people 
exorefly mentioned, and aiitinily 
trom all theſe, Fo, 24 1, 2, with 
I6, IP. CC 
4, Becuuſe the benefi:s of the 
blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriit 
(which 1s called :he Blood of the Co- 
venant, Zech.g, 11.) which are 
ailo the benefits of the Covenant of 
grace, (tor both are one) arc apply- 
cd in particular by Gods Saints, 1n 
Scriptures [ce Ga!, 2. 20.1 am crue 
eificd with ( brift,xevertheleſs I live, 
yet zot I, but Chriſt liveth in me, 
ard the life which I ucw live in the 
feſh,I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, ard pave himſelf 
ſor me. The like the Apoſtle Ipcaks, 
Rom. 8, 2. for the'law of:he Sp. 
rit of life in Chriſt Feſmr, bath mad 
me free from the l uw of fin and Fury 
5. David's Prayer may give 
a liccle light to this truth, which 
he makes, and we may cad recor- 
ced 
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ded, P(al. 35. 2+ Say unto mySonl 
I am thy Salvation, Wherein Da- 
vid defires God to ſay to him, in 
this kind in particular ; then cer- 
tainly it may not be unwarranta- 
ble, tor Gods people to deal with 
God in referenceto their particular 
Intereſt. in God, and conſequently 
in the Covenant, 

6. It's Conſiderable, how much 
Gods tranſaction with the Sons of 
men 1n this kind, and way 1s ſpo- 
ken of and attered, in'the terms, 
and under the notion of ſingle and 
particular perſons. (1.) They were 
particularly numbred out to Jelus 
Chrift;and accordingly returned by 
rale (as I may ſay) to the Father 
by the Son. John, 17. 12, Thoſe 
thou gaveſt me, 1 have keps, and 
none of them 1s loſt, but the Son of 
perdstion, &c, (2) One ſhall ſay, 
and ano: her (hall ſubſcribe, not lome, 
and others, in the plural numbez 
but one and another in the fingu- 
lar number. (3.) Ia the precepts 
of the moral law at mount Sinai, 
(which all ſoundD;vines holdg8 ac- 
knowledg to be a Covenant of 


grace,): 
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grace,) with Iſrael, Exod.20.theLord 


ſpeaks particularly, thou ſhalc and 


thou thalc norznor; ye but thou. (4.) 
TheCovenant withChrilt(Myttical) 
mentioned, Gal. 3. 16. is expreſled 
1n Terms of particularity, Now to 
Abraham and his Seed, were the 
Promiles madczhe ſaith not, and to 
his Seeds,as of many, but as of one, 


and to thy Seed, which is Chriſt : 


now though by Chriſt, here is 


not meant Chriſt's ſtagle perſon, bur 


Chriſt myſtical (a collective term z 


As 1 Cor. 12, 12, So alſo « Chriſt 
that 1s Chriſt's myſtical body, of 
which he 1s the Head) yet this may 
ſhew and point out to us, by Ana- 
logy and proportion, tha: every: 
believer hath intereſt in,and ſhould 
accordingly make particular appli- 
cation, of the whole of the Cove» 
nant unto themſelves. 

2. Becauſe che Holy Ghoſt wars 
ranteth this in his own expreſſion. 
See x Cor, 12, 27, Now 3e are the 
body of Chriſt, and members in par- 
tcular. Oar tranlatting with God 
this way 15 to that end and purpole, 
that we may make ſure of an inte- 


reſt 
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rc{t 1n him, and our umon, and 
rclation to the Lord Jeſus Corilt, co 
our lelyes 1n particular: >It rhe Holy 
Ghoft is (0 particular in this kind, 
ſurely , we may nect onely be ſo, 
but much more ought to be ſo, 

8, If che Devil, in the Cove-. 
nants he makes with perſons, doth 
make every particular perſon, ſub-- 
{cribe wich his hand, yea and ſome 
(I have heard, or read, or both) 
with their own blod, their refg- 
nation of themſelves to him, 1n 
that helliſh bond chey are tyed co 
him in; may we not then, yea how 
much more, are we bound t9deal 
particularly with God,to make him 
ſure to us and our Telves lure to 
him? 

9. The expreftions and reſem- 

lances by which this Covenanting 
with God 1s {et forth, do imply and 
import as, much as this is (1.) Ir 
15 reſembled co a marriage.Cover 
nant, ol. 2, 16. thou (halt call me 
Ihj, that is, my husband,; and 
Ver. 19. 1 wt ill betrath thee unto me 
for ever, yea 1 will bitroth thee unto 
me in righteouſneſs, 8c. ver, 20, 1 
W1ls 
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eſs, &c. Now God is our hug- 
band, Ifa, 6 4 F- thy maker & thy 


band -in the marage Covenant, 

(for that is called a Covenant alſo) 

the wife marr:ed 1s called the wife 

of thy Covenart, (viz) by marri- 
age,/1al., 2. 14, the marriage. knot 

and -{l:zation 15 called the Cove- 

24;:s of God, Prov. 2,17.) only 
promiſe to be a loving,faichful hus- 

band, and no more? Surely this 1s 

but half-marriage, the promiſe of 

the one party; or rather doth not 

the wiſe alſo engage by word of 
mouth, that ſhe will be a loving, 
faithtul, and obedient wife F and 

then the marriage 1s full and com= 

pleat : In like manner as God, the 
huſband of his people promiſcth to 

be their Godz (o the eſpouſed Soul 
promiſeth to be only for God, and 

Jeſus Chriſt and for none elſe, and 

this ought every particular Soul to 

do which is the ſponſe of the Lord 

* Con- Jelus, I have betrothed you uxto 
verſion ts one kusband, larth the Apoſtle Paul, 
theSouls* 2 Cor, 11, Now Converſion 15 


Eſpouſal, 2 


will ketroth thee unto me in faitbful- | 


haſband, &c. And dothithe hus- | 


ew 00; 
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a work wrought upon every par 
cu/ar Soul,and thac Soul and as ma- 
ny Soul's as are converted,do in pat=- 
ticular turn to God, every one tor 
himſclt, &refolves to be for him on« 
ly, and noneclſe, (2.) Another 
expreliton of this 1s by the giving of 
the hand, Rom. 6, 13, compared 
with 2 Chron, 30. 8, Now be not 
fliffueckrd as your Fathers were, but 


11d your ſelves to the Lord; * Hee $y-ny py 
brew; Give the hand to the Lord,as === 


the Margin of ſome Bivles hath 1t, 
wiuch hath ſome reſemblance to 
matriage allo forenamed; wherein 
as there 15 an expreſs Promiſe by 
word of mouth, ſothere is art the 
ſame time a ſolemn and publick Gi- 
ving of the hand cach to other, 
And this action hath many times 
the virtue of a ratification of Pro- 
miſes, in our civil Commerce and 
mutual contracts one with another. 
The Greek;Give glory to God, like 
tha; Jer. 13, 16, give Glory to God 
by repentance and humiliation, 
pre fling to the ſame duty laid down 
vw the firſt words, poſitively, 
th ough there negatively;be not ſtift- 


necked 


29 
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necked in both places, yield your 
ſelves tothe Lord in our tranflati- 
O!!t. (3.) Another exprethon we 
ſhalt fii:d, Plai, 50, 5. Gather my 
Sants which bave made a Covtnant 
with me by Sacrifice; HebrewzCut a 
Covenant, tor at holy Covenants, 
the Sacrifices were cut alunder, 
and both the perſons went between 
the parts, to ſhew that there was a 
mutual ſtipulation and engagement, 
not one perſon only was tyed, bur 
both did thus reciprocally tranſat 
one withanother, and were inter. 
changeably obliged co and aflur. 
cd of che. terms therein contain. 
cd. 

10, Further,this 1s no more than 
is already done virtually by us 1n 
our Baptiſm-Covenant,and cher's no 
perſon of ſound judgment but 
thinketh himſelf to be really and 
fully bound thereby, and wo be to 
every baptized perſon, that lives 
a::d dies in the negle&t of fulfiliug 
that Covenant. And this kind of c:» 
preſs tranſacting berween God, and 
our {elves by ſpeech or writing 1s Þuc 
a doing of the ſame thing in anc» 


, 
[1:CZT 
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ther way. So alſo in the Sacra- 
ment of the Supper wherein every 
perſon takes both the Elements, the: 
Bread and the Cup into his own 
hand, denoting his receiving Chriſt 


to him(eli in particular, and giving 


up himlelt to him, both receiving, 
and rchgning himſelf up back a8gain 
is implycd thereby. 

11. Laſtly,doth not every Chri- 
{tian do the ſame thing, when he 
comes to dic? It is the laſt work 
tha: all men that aic in Chriſt, and 
1 the faith do, viz. refign them- 
telves up parcicularly, B-dy and 
Soul jnto the hands of God; and as 
thcApoſtle phraſech it,Commut their 
Souls unto him after all their well- 
doing a4intothe bands of a faiihful 
Creator, 1P<r.q. ult, How conmforta=- 
bly, freely, & confidently will they 
do it then, having done it lolemnly 
before had in their life-time 7 for 
ti we have our bletked Saviour tor 
a patein: ' See Lux, 23. 46. Crd 
with a lond voice and ſaid, Fat ber n= 
to thy bands [ Commend my Spivit, 
ard gave up the Gboſt;the very lame 
worus tha: David the type of Jelus 
Chritt 
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Chriſt did uſe when he was alive{in | 
his life-time) Plal, 31.5, /nto thy | 
kands I Commend my Spirit, thou | 
baſt redeemed me, O Lord God ef 
truth! in the doing of this work, 

when he was 1n great danger of |} 
death by the malice, and miſchict } 
his enemies contrived againſt him : ! 
the ſame did Steven the Protomar- | 
tyr at his diflolution and violent | 


death, AF, 7. $9. ineflet.rhough | 


not 1n exprels words. Lord Feſus re- 
ceive my Sparite 

And thus much fcr the lawful- 
neſs, and watrantablenets of 1t, which 
1s the firit thing, 

Secondiy, thar it js expedient,ne- 
ceſiary, and advantageous, appears 
very plainly by thele things tollow=- 
1ne. 

1, The perſon gets true,and full 
zflurance that the work 1s once 
doneindeed, ſo that the matter 
will no longer hang in doubt, or 
if there be any doubts, and-ob- 
jections ariſe at any time, this 
draught will be ateſtimony of 1: 
which God will never difown, ic 
being done in fincerity of heart, or 
it 
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} not this way, yer if there hath 
Lecn a tranſeCting by word of 
mounu:h, wherein an intercſt in God 
hath been hembiy and heartily ac- 
ceptcd and embraced, and ſerious 
giving up our ſcives to God totaliy 
and tor cvcr;, 1 fay, 1 it hath beea 
done in this manncr the Soul wall 
have {:me gr>und of evidence, and 
ſome plza with God, when in the 
miGlt of de'ertions and temptaci- 
ons. This guts me in mind of one 
poor Soul, the: was in a mixture 
cf Soul ard vod Iy diſtraction to- 
gete. or, ; ho thongh then as not 0- 
therws! wy. In many things azd calzs 
ſenſible, yet being ſet to prayer by 
ſome p2: = 1S that viſited her.! v 
ol lc 11M were Niners 5g ar, d I my 
ſelt was ore, tizz made 1iſe of this 
paſſage 1n thiie words or to this 
efect; Lord,thou know eit me poor 
by name, and thcu kneweſt that 1n 
ſuch a place {raining 17 both Houle 
and Room) I nad Com:nunion 
with thee, aid thou digit give me 
aſlurance of 1nrerelt 1n thee, and be- 
wngthine, Andſconatier through 
hcr taken oft 
f1 013 
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from the duty,and diverted: So that 
this 15 one beneficial advanrace, 
that comes by 1t, that the work 15 
ſurely and irrevocably dore, and ſo 
Yhall be able with humble boldneſs 
© plead with. God for our acceptaiice 
with him in any Soul.diſtrcfles 
w2 are, or may come intoz and be- 
ing once thus in good earnc{t done, 
ſhall nevcr be undone, for that the 
o:fts and calling of God are without 
repentance, Rom, 11. 33, avd 
though we arc a prople, that ſhall 
while we are in the World, through 
infirmity break Covenant, yet 1t 1s 
G2Q's Covenant. promile, zo forgive 
our in:quities; ard remember our 
ſors no more, Jer. 31, 3 4. And it 
15 not every infirmity, thet ſhall 
utterly disannul this Covenant,and 
brezk off this iarriage-Covenant, 
and diſtolve this marriage-knot: (ce 
Jer, 3, throughou: ; It we heart:- 
ly, and mourntully rctarn to him, 
as ver, 22, (5c, For God 15a Gud 
that keeps Covenant, and mercy 0 
a thouſand Generations, to 
them that loye hun and (make it 
cheir whole beur and endeavour io.) 
Kcep 
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keep all his Commandments, Dewut. 
7.9. hence did Dayid fetch Com- 
fort in his perſonal, and domeſtical 
troubles. 2 Sam, 23. 5. Although 
my bouſe be not ſo withGod, yet be 
hath made with me an Everlaſting 
Covenant ordered 1n all things, aud 
ſere, for this is all my Salvation,and 
all my deſire, altbongh he make it not 
to £79W. 

2. This will bea moſt ftrong ty 
and bond to keep our hearts cloſe 
unto God in dependence and Obe- 
dience. The beſt are uſed co find 
their hearts hang lyoſe, , and to 
ſtand at a Giſtance through the re. 
ma:nders of unbeliet, that makes 
their hearts depart from che living 
God, Heb. 3. 12. Now what a 
ſyur and goad will the Co.fidera. 
tion of til's ve to u;, that we arc 11 
Covenant, and have ſolemnly litt- 
cd up vur hands to God, and yield. 
ed our felves to him? H ow will this 
Quicken us when we be liuggiſh,and 
backward, and'our liearis dull,and 
flow in our Jaith & dependent, & 
in Gur holy Converſation and Qye- 
dicnce? it any thingin the World 

wall 
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will draw on the Sou] that is with. 
drawing, or drawing back, this 
will do much, to contider how we 
have bound our ſelves, and that 
it ws prove not ſtedfaſt in this Co. 
ven: i3t, both our tongnts and our 
hancls w wal witneſs 22ainkt ns and 
that ts will be, as it were an 
hand-writing, (of cur Own as 

and ceed) another day againit 
US. 

3. This will be a -Qrong motive 
to keep the heart Fas. fixmly 
ſrom.and againſt all 6n; for this 1s 
the ft: {t ching that 15 done in this fo 
ſol:mwm a works, even to renounce all 
others that have bcen az the Lr-rds 
= ar! over the S6ul, Say as the 

Clurch did Ifa. 26. 13. O Lerd 
our God, other Lerds beſides thee 
tavehad diminioa over ui (ut by 
; Fee ovely, will we Wars mention of 
$t: name, The C: ni:derar; on of 
the milchiet of which, was 7.6 great 
motive to draw her to the dilclaim- 
ing of them, infomuch, tha: tneſe 
two things laid coocther, will make 
the perſon that laies them to iicart, 
relolve, to tollow rhe Apoſtles di- 

» rcction 
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retion. Rom, 6, 12. That they 
will wot let fin retgn an their mor- 
tal bodies, that they may obey it in 
the luſts thereof, Their Covenant 
with hell, and death being broken, 
and diflolved, they reſolve through 
grace, that they will not be Ser- 
vants any more to divers !n*s and 
pleaſures, nor will chey be as they 
have been any more taken captive 2 Tia: 
by Sacan at his will, 26, 
4. Tits will be a means to baniſh ; 

all hard and evil thovgh:s of God, 

and to cherifh and fofter 259d 
rhuughts of lim. For hereþy we 

ſhall look on God 3s at peace with 

us 3 and our (:lves as friends, an1 
reconciled unto him, $9 that we 

ſhai) not be filled with jextoaly a- 

bout his love, nor fliv h fear ot 

His wrath, and indienationg whicn 

we were before under ia our cftate 

cf natore being an eſtate of vrath, 

for we were by nattire children of 

wra*h as well others, (aith the 
Apoſiie, Eph. 2, 3. So ,tnat now 

th i{trifes 15 at an end, and the 

Con roverſy is taken up, tna: t i*re 

w.s vetween Got aid us; ard is 
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theſe thoughts and ſuſpicions, that 

he 1s armed with vengeance agaluſt 

us, and tnat it may be ſpeedily ex» 

ecuted upon us are removed:So thaty 

as Jacobs fear of Laban was taken 

off, when there was a {olemn Co-, 

venant centred into by them on hoth 

hides; ſo the flavith fear in the Soul 

will be hereby for the preſent re. 

Gen, 31. moved, and by degrees abate, and. 
decay in the Chriſtians heart more 

and more, | 

5.All our unwillingneſs to come! 

unto and before God, wili be taken 

away, and our boldneſs in com» 

| ming to him tothe throne of grace! 

| w1ll be increaſed : yea it will breed}; 
an carnc{t longing to be 1n Commu- 
nion with him: tor though zwo cans: 

not walk together except: they bt) 

agreed ; yet they can meet and} 

walk delightfully togetner, when] 

tzey are agreed. All that loathneb) 

and ſhicneſs will be taken out from] 
us, and we ſhall be brought to de.) 

lighr 1n his preſence:Sce it in David\ 
who could ſay God was his G:-dghe; 

could alſo long to ceme and appear; 
betore G;d 4s the ka't panieth af- 
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ter the Water-Brooks, Pal, 42. 1, 
2, 

An Anſwer to ſome few Obje- 
Rions lying in the way that might 
ſeem to be made againſt chis way of 
tranſacting with God, in particular 
and expreſs Covenant. 

Object. 1. There 3s no precept for 
this an all the Scripture. 

Anſw, 1. It is enough that it is 
warranted by the practice, and ex- 
ample of the Saints of God, in the 
Word, (which is proved abundant= 
ly in the ſecond Scripture-evidence, 
S»p.p.16. Where it hath been ſuſhi. 
ently ſhewed that God's Saints haye 
particularly owned God, and ap- 
propriated him unto themſelves, as 
their own God - Pial. 67. 6. God 
even our own God (hall bleſs us ; and 
have alſo engaged themſelves co 
God, in a particular manner in du- 
ty and obedience, which is ground 
enough for ſuch a practice, 

eAnſw. 2, To the real, and 
ſerious, and inward doing of this, 
all are bound that intend co be ſa- 
ved, Rom,6. 13, Yield your ſelves 
w1to God, with 2 Chron, 30. - .ard 
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Rom. 12. 1, [ beſeech you Brethren | 
by the mercies of God, that ye preſent | 
your bodies, a living Sacr:ficeyholy, | 
acgeptable unto God, &c. 

eArſw. 3. I grant chat we are 
not bound to this external formal | 
doing of it, in {uch a manner, asa | 
matter that is neceſſary to Salvation, 
ſo as that every, Chriſtian muſt of | 
neceiſiry do it, it he ever means tO | 
25 to Heaven, or partake of the be. | 

nctic of the Covenam(chis hath been 
ſpoken to before alſo) but as an ex- | 

cellent expedient, for the comfart of 
our Souls, 'in aſſuring our, {elves of | 
the partaking of the benefits of the | 
Covenant, and keeping the heart 
more firm and cloſeto God, in an 
holy Covenant-Converſation, and | 
walking in order to Salvation, 
eAnſw. 4. This is but doing the ( 
ſame thing in another way, which 
h:th been already done, and that | 
often (ir may be) and mary ways 
too, as to the ſubſtance thereor 3 for | 
T take theſe things for granted, (1.) 
That every <erue Chirittian hach 
done this already in his heart, (2,) 
Taac every perſon in the viſible | 
| Church 
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Church hath done this virtually in 
his Baptiſm, (as before) and in the 
pramitive. times, none were baptized 
without an exprets Covenanting, 
whetgin ichey renounced cheV7arld, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, and en- 
gaged themſelves -to Chriſt, - and 
promiſed co.obey him : I ſhall refex 
you for morei{yet-not mach) of this 
to Mr. BaxtersiSaints reſt, Edit. 8. 
pe 149..Edir.i9,þ.43. The Que- 
ſtion was propoſed. © >Abrenuncias ? 
that is, 'doſt thou renounce? &c, 
Arn. #bremw»cio, Io renounce, 
Q: Credis ? :doſt .thou ' believe ? 
Eredr,”I do. believe," Now- if it 
was done atually by: perfons aged 
at their Baptiſm , 'atore-time , 0- 
penly, and before others, though 
in few-words, Why is it:not{war- 
rantable:to bedone-byariy-how;-1n 
a more tull and large way either 0» 
penly; or priyately 'in {this expreſs 
way here treed and diſcourfed of, 


25 Got-ſhall 4acline thethear:s of a- 


'ny afnongſtus? Furcier 'confider, 
1(3.) Yowtoiten dortando it acin- 
-atty-11-.cheir own peri9hs ar rhe 
'Ld Table ?tvcn as oiren as they 
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come to partake of the ſame, For 
what elſe 1s ſer forth by theſe Sacra- 
mental actions of every Communi- 
cant 1n their participation, that be- 
ing alſo aSign and Scal of theQove. 
nant, they take God to? be their 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt co be their 
alone Saviour,” and-every one doth 
this for' bimſelf,- and by the ſame 


reaching forth of the hand, . as he 


doth receive Jefus Chriſt unto him- 
ſelf,lo doth he as it were give up the 
hand'to God,and thereby his whole 
felt :o Jeſus Chriſt, (according to 


the former obſervation,) to become 


' one of his people, and Servants, 


thereby rehgning himſelf up to him, 
co be wholly his, and at his Com. 
mand, {4)-How often: do men 
do this alſo. on: their fick. beds? 
their reſolutioh is very earneſt and 
{trong, and how often dath ic ifſue 
forth into - expreſs promiſe ? how 
apt are men to purpoſ® and: promiſe 
both, when death and judgment 
look them in; the face? that they 
will become-the Lords,care grieved 
that fi1 hach ſwayd them ſo much, 
and thas they have ſerved it fo 
long, 
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long, and if it ever pleaſe the Lord 
ro ſpare them, recover them, and 
continue them longer in the world, 
chey will be only for the Lord,and 
tor no other, that they will drudg 
tor the World, fulfil the haſts of the 
fleſh no longer, nor ever any more 
as they have done, make proviſion 
torit ro fulfl them, Thele things 
are not only derermined in mens 
breaſts, but vtrered by their 
tongues, ard with their mouths 
too, at ſuch a time: and 1s not this 
the ſame thing, the [awtulnels of 
which we hereby labour to juſtify 
and eſtabliſh ? (5.). N1y further 
yer,we find this occafhonally done, 
by Gods Sa nts,vpon ſome ex:raor- 
dinary deliverance out or eminent 
and particular troubles. See this 
clear in the Prophet David's pra. 
Etice, Pal. x16, 16. O Lord, trwly 
] am thy Servant,l am thy Servant, 
and the Son of thine hand-maid, thou 
baſt looſed my bonds, The Vialm 
was pznned as molt (and moſt rati- 
onally too) agree, upon the ſame 
occaſion as Pſal. 18, (as may be * 
ſeen by comparing ſeveral verſes of 

| G 3 that 
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that and this togetber)-. Now upon 
occalion of this deliverance (which 
was from the hand of all hus enc- 
” mies,8 trom the hand of Saul,Pſ, | 
|! 18, Title ) thePropher breaks out | 

| Into expreſs acknowledgment of his 
{| obligation to God; and of his own 
| rTelignation of himſelf to him accord- 
| | ingly. Now alt cheſe things being 
l_' conſidered, and ſcrioutly laid toge- 
; ther, may we not reaſonably con- 
"1 clude, that a perſon upon delibe- 
rate and weighty conſideration, may | 
take any ſuch form of words, as 

are drawn up by either of thele leri- 

ous Divines Mr. G. or: Mr. A, or a» 

ny other,or ay that they maydraw 

up chewſelves {rom their own expe- 

cience, according to the: Scripture, 
= ' and | having done the preparatory 
dutics there directed to,fall down 

before God, and ſolemnly under- 

take the engagement there/propoſed, 

| and a verbal profeſſion of his accep= 
cation of God,8 his Son,and - Coye- 
nant,according to the tenour of that 

form there drawn up and expreſled, 

» Ob;eb. 2. Bat (ſaith a worthy 

Divinc)) God never makes a Cove- 

nant 
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nant wit bh frngle perſon perſonally, Myr.Wills's 


morning 


and individually, that all others ave 


anconcerned init, but with whom-,,, ron. 
ſor ver God enters into Covenant, 5. 1:. 


that perſon 1s arepreſentative of 0- 
thers, and is to be locked upon as a 
publick perſon 5 otherwiſe God ſhiuld 
make as many Covenants as there are 
perſons, which is the preatelt abſnr- 
dity to aſſert, &c. 

Anſw. 1, This 1s true, if it be 
ſuppoled that God makes differenc 
Covenants as to the matter of them, 
as the Covenants of Works and 
Grace were; and this is the very 
ground upon which this paſſage 
was uttered, and that which 1c doth- 
purpolcly drive at, it being ſpoken 
about the Covenant with Adavz 
and all mankind in him, and with 
Jeſus Chriſt and the ele&of God in 
him ; For as 41am in the firſt Co- 
venant of Works, ſtood as the re- 
preſentative of all mankind, that 
ſhould deſcend trom him by ordi- 
nary Generationz ſo Chriſt in the 
ſecondCovenant of Grace,did ſtand 
as a publick undertaker, in the be- 

G 4 ball 
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half of all thoſe, whom God had ap- | 


pointed to Salvation, | 

Axſw. 2, But this doth not hin- * 
der, but that God may enter into 
Covenant with many perſons, par- 
ticularly and individually, that | 
Covenant being the ſame with all 
& every one of them:not only with 
the perſon of the repreſentative 
himſelf, bu: alfo with every parti- 
cular perſon of that ColleCtive bo- 
dy included in him; that 1s to ſay, 
every vparticular perſon of that nu- 
mercus multitude obliged to God, 
ppon the termes of one an the 
ſame Covenant, 1n that common or 
publick perſon, may (ue out claim 
and appropriate, or apply to 
themſelyes in due time the benefits 
thereof, and allo, may parttcular- 
ly tranſact with God, in an holy 
elving up themſelves co him, for 
the petiormance (through the 
ſtrength of his own grace) of that 
duty, co which chey are bound in 
the participation of thoſe privi- 
Icdzes, $9 God did wich all and 
every particular of mankind un- 


dcr the Covenant with eAdam. 
Aud 


| 
| 
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And lo with every particular ele& 
perſon in che Covenant of Grace 
through Jeſus Chriſt : theſe two do. 
not inrerlere, nor claſh one with or 
againſt another, (viz) God taking. 
ſuch a number though never ſo nu- 
merous, or many, into Covenant. 
1n the repreſentative, and yet en= 
tring into Covenant particularly, 
and with every one of them apar:, 
and in their own perſons, infomuch 
that every one of them may be 
concerned to lay hold on 1; as be. 
ang bound in the ſame terms w::'2 
the repreſentative, 

Object. 3. But doth not this ſeem 
too much to ſevour of ſeparation, and 
look too much liks that dividing pra= 
thice of ſome in the ( burchywho, ma- 
ny of them, otherwiſe good men («3 it 
1s tobe hoped) do yer gather them- 
ſelves ont of, and ſeparate themſelves 
from. the ({ommunien of the viſible 
Church, aud enter unto an expreſs 
and explicite Covenant one with ano= 
ther > bow may theſe two be ſaid to 
differ one from another ? 

A.For the (olntion of chisOQbjeCti» 
on ſeveral thinggare to be conttdered, 

I. It will cend much to the 
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clearing of the caſe, to untold in | 
brief che nature of chat expreſs Cc | 


venant, of theſe perſons mentioned; | 


for by diſcerning what this 1s, we 
ſhal}be the better ableto diſcern 
the difterence between it, and that 
we-are now diſcourfing of, 

For the nature of that Covenant 
(as far as by reading yet I do un- 


<>. I Fo 


"2"; 


derſtand )ic is this: A Combination | 


or joyning together'of ſeveral Chri- 
Rians, by mutual Conſent, and 0. 


pen and expreſs Covenanting '(to | 


uſe their owrvery words)- to walk 


rogether with ſuch a body of Saints, | 


in a participation of all the Ordi- 
nances of Feſus Chriſt, 
2, Bur co this we may ſay, as 


Ls 


God of the Jews ſervices, who hath 


required this at their hands? to 
make ſuch a Covenant as this is-? 
we cannot find any fach thing in all 
the whole Word of God, either 
Commanded by Chriſt,or pra&tiſed 
by any former primitive Church. 
Ir is true, the Scriptures mention a 
general implicite Coyenant of che 
Goſpel (as ſome 'Divines AN it in 
oppoſition to that of thoſe —_ 

r= 
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fore-ſpoken of ) or Covenant of 
Chrilticnity, which all: profefſt g 
Chriſtians entred into, by their ad= 
miſſion unto the Sacrament of Bap= 
tilm,8 live in the profellion, of and 
hold to,. whereby they are bound 
to acknowledg God as their only 
Lord,and Jc{us Chriſt as their only 
Head, Husband and Comman- 
der, that they will conform to all 
his Laws and Ordinances appointed 
in his Word: but of peoples openly 
Covenanting ſo to do with one a- 
nother, and only in this or that $0- 
ciety, as it were apart from all — 
the reſt of the particular Congrega- 
tions of the Catholick Viſible 
Church, we never read of: As fa« 
vourable a judgment paſt on this 
practice as any I know, I ſhall in- ,,, ,, 
ſert of a diſſenting Brother from ic, ſon of rhe 
[ 1 dare not make a particular ex. Carholick, 
plicite holy Covenant, to be 'the 24+ © P- 
for articular Church —- be. '7 
id; no mention of any ſuch 
Covenant, beſides the general, anpo- 
ſed on Churches, nor Example, or 
Warrant for itn all the Scrip:ures 3 
and. therefore L cannot account 1c 

An: 
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an Ordinance of God, but a pru. 
dential humane device, to keep 
the members together, which in 
ſome places and caſes may happi- 
ly be of good uſe, ſo it benot urged 
as an Ordinance of God, and ſo it 
be nor uſed, to enthral any, and 
abridg them of liberty-of removal 
into other Places, and Congregati- 
ons for their convenience, or urged 
as the form of a Church : I deny 
not that mutual Conſent of perſons 
within ſuch a vicinity to join toge- 
ther conſtantly in the Ordinances of 
God under the inſpeRion of ſuch 8& 
ſuch officers 15 requiſite to a particu- 
hr Congregation, ] To which joyn 
| | that which another ſaith; The Co- 
| Mr. Caw- yenant of the Goſpel or Chriſtia- 
| Gn nity,3s it engageth them to God, ſo 
| "dep. with © one another, to walk in all the 
the Script. ways of God, and to watch over 
| _ ' one another, and that primarily 
| if p22: 1003 their explicite conſent gathay. is a 
| renewing of that Covena ties 
the knot faſter to a neceflary duty. 
3. The conſwderation and laying 
togecher of all theſe things, will 
help us to {ce wherein the difference 
of 
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of theſe two do ly, which is very 
great and manifold. 

I. This expreſs Covenanting' 0+ 
penly to walk in ſuch a way, 8c, 
15 not atall warranted in Scripture 
as this 15, though not by any cx- 
preſs precepr, yet by propheſy,and 
practice of the Saints of God,as may 
be (before) ſeen; to which add one 
more of Facob to all the reſt ; ſee 


Gen. 28, 20, 21, And Facob vow- 


ra a vowſayingyf God will be with 
me, and will keep me un the way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat , 
and rayment to pat on, ſo that I come 
again togny Fathers houſe in peace, 
s a8 ſhall the Lord be my God. 
Which words are not to be looked 
upon as an indenting with God, or 
propofing conditions to God, up- 
on which he would (or otherwiſe 
would not) take or accept God to 
be his 3 buta choice, -and ready ac- 


| ceptance of God, upoh any (his 
' own) conditions be they never fo 
\ mean or low, according as he had 


promiſed co be a God to him, as 


well as to Abrabam and Iſaac bee 
fore him, ns 
2+ This 


FI 


| 
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| 2. This open Covenantivg} 
(viz.) with this or that Society, uf 

ny CO ly tending to diviſion, and! 
arey p.1291. EF S ? th 
alz/t lines (eparation,and thereby the members} þ 
ro the end of one Congregation are parted} 
of that p4- frem another, as to the partici. 
148 pation of all Golpel.ordinances, duth 
this 15 not ſo 1n this of our particular} ( 
tranſacting with God, this being |} 
l 
( 


the only truir to brirg the hear! 
more rear to God, and unto a bet. 
ter conformity to his will in an ho-! 
ly Converſation, TS 
3. In the term*-to which t 
drives, the one to a Combination | 
one with another, and ſogo this or | 
that particularSociety,but the other 
only toa more firm union of -the | 
whole perſon, in heart arid lite, to 
God and Jeſus Chriſt, | 
4+ They differ in this, in thit 
they make their open Covenant. 
mg to be cheformality of g Church- 
member, 8 ſo this muſt follow ,chat | 
a Chureh cannot be without jr, nor | 
are there any rightly admicced but 
in this way,which no-where hath 4 
Probatum eſt by Chiiſt,or any of | 
the Apoſtles; but as to this. parti- | 
© 2 08- | 


| 


t 


| 
| with God cleared. 
of cular tranſacting with God (of 


18 which we treat Jwe fay,that it net. 
d' ther glves being to a Church-mem- 


ef } ber,nor yer to a member of Chriſt ;. 


0} #orthis a man may be, though this 
-} be not done as aboveſaid (viz.) a 
| erue member of Chriſt, and his 
Church too; only this excites to the 
3' keeping of the hearran4 life 1n 
better order towards and before 
| God. 
y 5. The one is privately done, be- 
tween God and a Chriſtians own 
' heart, in his Cloſer, the other 1s 
| openly done, before the Face of a 
| whole Society, 

The ſum of all is this: x. The 
one hath warrant, GodsWord in the 
other hath no Foundation there; 
2. The onetends co ſeparation, the 


other not'{o, only fora man to ſe. * 


parate himſelf from Sin and Satan, 
to God and his Service, but not 
from any part of God's Church. 
3: The one is abfolute, the other 
relative, 4. Wichout'thfone (it 
we believe them) no mYh'tan'be a 
true Church-member, birtwithour 
this formal expreſs doing of the 0- 


ther: 


J3 


Expreſs Covenanting | 


ther, a man may. be atrue, mem-| ca 
ber of Chriſt and his Church too, | le 
Only let him look to it,that he true. n 
ly believes in Chriſt, repents of ln, | s) 
and obeys God, 5. The one done} x 
privately, the other publickly and | y 
openly, KF 
I ſhall cloſe up all with a ſerious | C 
Wiſh or two about this mats | d 
'- Fi 
1, How could I heartily wiſh, | 
that no perſon that is virtually i } » 
Covenant with God, were Igno- | c 
rant of that Covenant, wherein he is | v 
bound to him. Ah! how manybe | 
there,that Conſider not at all that H, 
they are, nor know or underſtand | | 
| q 
| 


what it is ſo to be, How ſad is it | 
as to be Ignorant of all others, fo of | 
this ſo precious a priviledg, and 
. comfortable eſtate ! I wiſh that. all 
perſons would ſeriouſly mind. it 
more, anJ meditate of ir, that 
they may apprehend, diſcern, and 
perceive thole obligations that lyc 
upon. them, | 
| 2. How.could I further wiſh 
with all my Soul, char thoſe char 
3 cannot 


with God cleared, 


m- | cannot but confeſs, and acknow- 


0, | Iedgthis, would nor fo light and 
Ie. | negleRt it as they do, remember 


in, 
ne | 


1d 


| 


often that the vows of God are al- 
ready upon you in ſome ſence,as to 


| yourBaptiſmal Covenant and vow, 


and is this a light matter? is God's 
Condeſcenfion thus to vouchſaſe to 
deal with you nothing ? js your 
rehenation of your ſelves, and obli- 
gation t0oan holy God nothing to 
you? however you do make light 
of it, it will be required of you e- 
very one another day, 

3. How-could I again earneſtly 
wiſh, that every Soul would often 
ſeriouſly renew rheir Covenant 
with the Lord. Renew your Re. 
pentance, and Godly Sorrow for 
your ns and failjugs and for your 
being unſteadftaſt in the Covenant, 
and renew your aCtings of Faith, a= 
treſh on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


* 15 the Mediator of the Covenantyſu- 
- Ing out the benefits of his blood, the 


blood of the Covenant, which are 
the priviledges contained in the 


Covenantz yea further, that you 


would 


bÞ 


— —— 


Expreſs Covenanting 


would. deal in this particular ene 


preſs way,debated here,proved,and 
evidenced-not only to be warrant. 


able, bur alſo wonderouſly profic.) 


able, tollow thoſe ſerious and ſpiri. 
rual direions propoſed by Mr, 


R. eA. that ſo you may, once in 
good earneſt compleat this work, 

4. Having dealt thus ſcriouſly, I 
wiſh you yct till to be careful and 
watchful over your ſelves, that you 
do not torſake this Covenant, that 
you would confider, what a 
weighty matter is done now by 
you, how ſad to be found a Core- 


nant-breaker : often think how 


grievoully God complains of ſuch 
perſons, Plal. 78. 8. And might 
not be as their Fathers, a ſlubbory, 
aud rebellious Generation, a Gent- 
ration that ſet not their beart aright, 
and whoſe Spirit was not ſicdfaft 
with God; and further ver, 37. For 
thetr beart was not right with bim, 
either were they ſledfaſi in bus 
Covenant and again. ver. 57, But 
turned back, axd dealt unfaithfully 


| 
ght | 
| 


' 


like their Fathers, they were turn- 


(a 


\* 


| with God cleared. 57 


ex| ed afide like a deceitful: bow : And | 
nd} how ſevere God Alrwighty will | 
nt} prove, and ſhew himfclt againſt all 
wc. thoſe that do thus abominably take 
ri-f his name in vain. 
[rf F. Finally, 7 with all perſons to 
inf ſee co it that they walk worthy of it, 
k,| and anſ{werable to it, in that holy, 
I} firict, pure, and upright way of 
df Obedience, which God calls for in 
uf that cheartul dependence on God, 
ath and Jeſus Chriſt, and 1n that pure 
af Converſation which rhe holy Co- 
y} venant requires. Suffer not the 
-j remainders of unbelief in your 
7} hearts to cauſe you to depart trom- 
1} the living Gadg and ler not that 
t} hand be lifred up againſt God, 
,* which you have lifted up to him 1n 
.} this tranſaction. Beware of your 
{ ſelves, that your practice and 
| Converſation be not unſuitable, but 
every way conformable thereunto 3 
|| that ſo you give not Gcd cauſeto 
'/ upbraid you, as we read, Plal, 
| FO. 16, 17. What baſt thow to do 
——— to take my ( ovenent mm thy 
mouth? ſeeing thou bateſ# inſirn- 
| Eton 


Expreſs Covenanting 
flion, and caſteſs my words behi 
thee? 1 wiſh vnfeigncdly that apr 
thoſe upon whom theſe ſtrong an{*? 
holy obligatiors lie, might have $VN 
Converſation alike to that of Ley}<% 
whom God commends 2s a pat A 
unto others, and reproves th: 
Prieſts for diftormity chereunto ; 
(I know this Covenant ſpoken in 
this place, had a peculiar reſpect 
that Tribe) yer bis holy Conver 
tion, 15 in a moſt ſtritand exat 
manner poſſible ro be / imitated 
by every true Chriſtian in C4 
venant with God; ſee it recordet 
Mal. 2. 5. e My (ovenant wal 
with him of Life and Peace, ani| 
I gave them to him, for obe fea! 
wherewith be fearcd me, ai) 
Was afraid before my name, vcl,; 
G6. The Law of truth was i» bu 
mouth , and iwiquity was not fonnl 
in his lips, he walked with me it 
Peace and Equity, and turnts 
( himſelf chiefly, as well as) ma 
»y ( others ) from inignity, The! 
Lord keep, and uphold us by his | 
free Spirit, in an holy Covenants | 


Cons» 


with God cleared, 


,: (Converſation, anſ{werable to our 

aJproſeſſed, and I hope real Eſpouſals 
anfto God, and Jeſus Chriſt here, 
ze Juncill che marriage of the Lamb be 


THE 


| NEARNESS 


O F 


OT 


God's Covenant-People 
Unto Him. 


| Being the Sum of two Ser- 
| mons, preached on Pſalm, 


| 4-8. 14th Ter. laſt part, 


Added as a motive to provoke Chri- 
ſtians to, and to promote the great 
deſign of particular expreſs-Co- 
venanting with God, 


— 
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FITITTTELELELLS. 


To the Reader, 


Chriſtian Reader, 


| Appineſs is the 
Vote of all men: 
But though all de- 


fire it, yet moſt take 
the wrong courſe to the at- 
taining of it; as if one ſhould 
intend a voyage to the Eaſt 
and Satl quite Weſtward, 
Auſtiz reckons up 288 opi- - 
nions of the . Philoſophers a- 
bout Happineſs, and they 
have all ſhot wide of the 
mark, We muſt not weigh 
happineſs populayi trutina, 
in the World's Ballance, but 
in the balance of the Sanitn- 


w ary. 


To the Reaacr. 


ary, Doubtleſs the Pſalmiſt 
did hit upon the right, Pſal, 
144. 15, Happy 4s the people 
whoſe God is the Lord, God is 
the Summum boyum, or chick 
Good.In the chief Good there 
muſt be. 1. Suavity, it mult |, 
be delitious, cauſing a jubila- | 
tion, or extaſy of Joy. And 
where can we ſuck thoſe pure, 
quinteſſential Comforts , 
which do raviſh the Soul with 
ſweet . delight, but in God ? 
* In Deo* Plal.16.11. In thy preſence 
auad'm js fulneſs of Foy. 3. Tranſcen- | 
—_— dency ; the chief Good muſt 
== þ To have an, innate , ſparkling | 
1ma.immo Beauty,Supcrior to all other, | 
rapitur, God is the ſpring of Being, | 
Aug. ' who doth enrich and beſpan- 
gle the whole Creation ; zhe 
Cauſe ts more noble than the 
Effect; He muſt needs infinite- 
ly out-thine all ſublunary 


er” CD my Q ea 


To the Reaxer, 


Glory. God is better than 
the Sou), than the Angels, 
than Heaven. 3, Duration; 
the chieiGood mult run paral- 
lel with Eternity, * God @- 


* "OUL 


bides King for ever, Plal. 29, © TH 
Io, Etcrnity is a Flower of AG- 


his Crown ; he is an incxhau- 
ſtible treaſury of Goodneſs. 
So that God being the chief 
Good, the enjoyment of God 
is the ſole thing which 
Crowns us with Blc{flednels. 
And how doth God come to 


be our God but by chooſing 


Lim 2 It is one thing tor the 
Judgment to approve of God, 
ard another thing for the 
Vil to chu/e him. Many arein 
their Judgments convinced 
that God 1s the moſt amiable 
Objet,vut they are ſwayed a- 
nother away: their Corrupti- 
ons are {iropger than their 

* Con- 


Chryl. 


To the Readey. 


Convictions, Burt we muſt 
4: upon mature deliberation 
Ji! Te 90 juavev Te) wet  Gleave, 
i to the Lord, As 11.23. We! 
muſt chooſe him though with | 
Affliction, Heb.1 1,25. Religt | 
' * Nemo On 1s nota matter of chance 
iſ Fortuito * but of choice, Pſal.119. 30, 
fit bonus. I have choſen the way of truth. | 
T1 This chooling of God tor our 
11. God. 1, Preſuppoſeth az ex 
; lightned mind. We muſt un- 
8 derſtand thoſe illuſtrious Per- 
| tetions which are in God , 
his Wiſdom, Holineſs, Ve- 
| racity, Bounty; as Knowledg | 
uſhers in Faith. Pſal. 9.10. , 

{0 it precedes chotce, 2. It de- 

WU notes a fingling out God 

Bil ; 

WW 0; from all other Objects to ſet 
our heart upon. While others | 
Court the World, and like | 

Apollo embrace the Lawrel- 
Tree in ſtead of Daphne, | 
the » 


To the Reader. 


' theBcliever ſaith as Aſaph,Pſ. 
73.25. Whom havel in Hea- 
we ven but thee? and as Facob 
Net! Gen. 28,21, The Lord ſhall 
ith | be my God, This Chooſing 
gi-| Godis thatin which the vital 
ce} part of Chriſtianity conbiſts: 
o.t Aﬀections not grounded up- 
h. on a judiciousChoice die and 
ur} vaniſh, Thar fruit cannot 
| laſt which wants a root to 
- | grow upon. This chooſing 
r-} God isa bleſled hign we love 
»| God,and belong to him ; our 
-| chooſing Gad is but the reſult 
g | andeffect ofhis chooſing us, 
., Fohn 15, 19. And where 
- | there is this chufing of God, 


th ih 
ere will be a drooting > 


ſelves to him. PG! 
| and A C-L.cml entring z7t0 CG 's- 


-.nant with him; er, 50.5 » 
Come andlet us joyn our ſelves 


to the Lord in a perpetual Cove- 
aalth 


ice follows $! 

Bond, and: 1n 

-< rhan a con.) 1 

We 292 nal WV, ow, b 

"2ve ſo often re. f 

1d ratified in che| 

'..- © Supper 2 Theſe things| | 

ar- tae ſubjet-matter of the] ' 

enſuing Treatiſe, wherein the | 

Reverend Author hath (| 

far as I have read) taken good 

pains, and given the World a 

taſte of that Savoury gracious 

SPirit which reſides in him: 

his whole Deſign in this book, | 

Wl + is, to diſcover the intrinſecal \ 
| Exccllencics in God , which 

j may haſten ourChoice of him 

| for our ſupream ſolace and 

| Pv-'n . As alſo to make us 


breax oft Ou UV....,,r with 
Sin, and engage in Coven.u.s 
I: wich the high God : by vertue 
whercoft, :we procure that 

: oreat 


| To the Reaacr, 
2; great Dignity to cage mac* _ 
ay into tne "Crow 0f: Heaven. 
' The Lord girc an ef Ne 
w, | bleſſing, and ſucceſs to this 
re. preſent Diſcourſe: and cauſe 
hel Souls ro EnTCT NMNTO A NIGIC 
| {tri way of CON 
ef with him : Which 1s the car- 
1e| neſt praycr of him who is, 


0 | 

4| Yiub. 2%, Thy, 1 riend. 1] 
I 6”. 
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PREFACE. 


Courteous Reader, 


Do bere ingenuouſly con- 
fels, that takivig up d 
Bock in my bouſe, and 
lroking on the names of Jo 
books at the end of it, I ther 
met with a diſcovery of 2 :Di/- 
courſe on this ſave «Subject 
beth for matter and tet, a 
Diſcourſe T fay, of a ver 7 = 
v-rend Divine, 0 ir Ki- 
f1 Chard 


fludied, preached and intend-| 


ThePreface, 


chard Vines; but I can 
and muſt as truely acquaint 
thee, that it was after theſe! 
Meditations of mine were, 


ed for the preſs ; and having 
tranſiently viewed it (for || 
have not had time, for vari 
diver{1 ons, to read it over, 
though I b:lieve near as ſhort 
as my own, and indeed one\ 
main reaſon was the fitting! 
my own for, and haſting it 0 
the pre , } I find that bis and! 
mine differ very much as to the 
methcd of the handling of thu 
bleſſed Privileds z and I havel 
read from Sc, Aultin, that) 
us very profitable for divers) 
9 


| 


juldp this as it cannot detract 


The Preface. 


to handle the ſame point, ali 
ſic,alii autem fic, ſome in 
this wiſe, ſome otherwiſe. 
Whatſoever came from him 
muſt needs be exceitent 200d, 
zet 1th that may be out of the 
preſs, and known to ery 
few but inand about Lon- 
Gon, audi /carce tobeont; 1 
: | L 
up 4 


ou ? : * TS PR 
from the worth {9 3:27 07 ejudice 
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The Preface: 
cidentally acquaingd with 
it ; 
I remain 

/ 


From my Study thine 1 in the | [ 
Aag. 21674, 


Seryice of tel 
Goſpel, | 


S.IW. 
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Gods Covenant-People 
near unto him, Pſal. 148, 
part of the laſt wer/, 


A People near unto bim. 


His Plalm js of the number 
of them, that are called 
Euchariftical, pen*d by way 


of thankſgiving to God, 
wherein, the Prophet doth exhort 
all the Creatures to that Duty , 
both that are in Heaven, and that 
are one Farth toog and I cannot 
better diſtribute chem, thau it is al- 
ready done 1n the Contents prefixt 
beſore it, with a very litcle varia- 
tion, 1, We find all things in 
Heaven ; all things Celeſtial exhor- 
ted (o to do, in the four firſt verles, 
Praiſe the Lord from the Heavens, 
ver, I, Praiſe him all ye bu Angels, 
verſ. 2, All bis Hoſts prazſe him, 
Sun, Moon, Stars, verl, 3- &c. 
and there 1s good Reaſon ſubjoyn'd, 
H 3 yerl, 5,6. 


_—_— __— 
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God's Covenant-People 


'-1f. 5, 6. For be commanded, and 
hos were created, and be bath eſtas 
biyjhs 4 theme © {2 ever and ever, &c, 

\J chings Terrcftrial from the 


= Vt :l. to he r3ih ve! rf, wherein 


we viay ovſcrve, ab Chings Ip4$- 
mate, cr Ifo-iels are exhorted to 
bick (3:0, with all trinzs animate 
or liv: ng, r, Irrarzonal Creatures, 


ay 


Pei ard al Cattle ortepirg rbinge, 
2, Rational Creatures of a " ranks 
Kings of tve Earth, ani af Princes, 
and all Judpes of the Eanbs Of all 
age, yiurg CAltn and Aeidens, 
014 Mer aud Childrey : and here ts 
e009 reaſon here {10jo Jn'd 529, 
full, from wii G d is it; Emer, 
verſ, 113, Hu Name # excelent, and 
his Glory above the Eart') aud Hea- 
2015 ,2AMy,From what he hath done 
for his own Peopleverl, 14, & ult, 
Tic bain cxaired "= Horn of bis Feq- 
pics Tat 1S, 112 [ani itY, prot pericy, 
and plzmi7 of ns People, . Aﬀter 
cr tne Prophet goes on to (cr 
ref the tt! eatha: 15 given tO them; 
:n2v arc la'd to be be people, and 
Fu | $.gnts; then ſpecifies who 


ta27 bs viz) the people, of Iſrael, 


ne 


©- L.A 
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near unto him , g 
the alone people, that were? mn 


Covenant: with God in all the 
world at that time, 3. Then ſhews 
their Priviledg, what their happt- 
neſs was, in the words of the Texr, 
T hey are a people near unto bim. $6 
that 11 ſhort the words lay before 
vs, the priviledg, happineſs and 
dignity of the Saints and People of R 
God, that are in Covenant with 
him 3 which I ſhall lay betore you 
1n thbOdſervation, 
D:{.T hat God's Church & Peopie 
are ncar unto him: or, God's Saints, 
and Covenant-people, are a reople 
near unto him : Or, as Word for 
word,it may be rencered, 
H:sncar piople, GoasS g/ivum pon! men 
tru Uiracl :5 tis near pro Sepiratos 
peopic Ard belies what YIIP ESP pro 
Is ſpoxen 1 this Texr, I 15 —_ Af. ' of 
hall corfirm it by tne ſyn, ex Ur: 
confideration cf one Text 
of Scripture more, in whic wo may 
cbſcrye one paſlige, wherein the 
very Priviledg tha: 15 here cxpreſly 
ſ:ken, 15 rongly implycd, Fer. 
6.3. Be thou intrutted, O feruf 
lem, leſt 4 ſoul depart from nee, 
{1 3 a<cars 


i 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
7 
lf 
i" 
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to God's Covenant-People 

YP17 [2 according to theOriginal Language, 
2) Leſt my foul be disjoynted trom 
*1:929 thee, a metaphor from a Limb 
4 {u.xa;athruſt out of his place, and pu: out 
rc.cdar Of joynt, There is as great aNear- 
«ima nels berween God and his p:ople, 
4 abs (a Nearneſs of Union, of which 
i, Bux:, afterward) as there is between a 
L's, mars Limbs and Joynts one to the 
other, and you know, tha: they 
are {o near, that it 1s an impoſſible 
thing to ſeparate them, without 
great pain and difticulty one trom 
another * Intimating, what a pain 
© and gricf it is to God to leave or 
Anndtat. « oft off a people, vhom he is once 
in Lo, league with, and with how 
& much d:fliculty he 1s drawn 

6 thereunto. 

All that I thall open in theExpli- 
cation of this Truth, I ſhall draw 
up Into this 

Query; How, and in what re- 
gard, are God's Saints, and Cove 
nanz-people ſaid to be a People near 
untohim, and whence it is. And 
that through God's aſliſtance, I 
ſhall endeavour to open co you, 
in five or (ix particulars, 

Fuſt, 


near unto him. 


Firſt, They are ſaid ro be near 
to God, in regard of God'sNearneſs 
unto them,aud ſo this Nearncſs is a 
paſſive Nearneſs : and ſome criti- 
cally obſerve, they muſt be Near to 
God if he be Near to them, Near» 
neſs comes to paſs, by the approach- 
ing motion of one thing to another, 
now if God be nigh unto his Peo- 


Li 


Exponi pp ; 
7 e/t ba fry P | | | 
q. d. pop:2- Fi 
lo cus :Ale 
e/t propim-- 


atns Muts 


ple,and approacheth unto chem,cer- cx, Ab.Ez, 
rainly then, they muſt be near un-. Þ. fy: 


to him alſo,and fo there is a mutua} 
Nearneſs between God-and his Peo. 
ple; this is according to the dire. 
on the holy Ghoſt gives by the 
Apoſtle, James 4. 8. Draw mph to 
God, and be will draw nigh to yor;; 
Now that God is Near unto his 
People, the Scripture 1s as full of 
it, as can Þe defired. Dexr. 47; 
I is the great Commendation of the 
People of Iſrael: For what nation :5 
there ſo great who hath God ſo mgh 


wnto them, as the Lord our God ts 11 


all things, that we call upon him 


for. Plal. 145. 18. The: Lord 7s 
»1gh unto all themthat call upon him, 
The like paſſage in Pal, 34,15.Tr 
Lord is mghb- to them that are of '4 


Hs broker: 


1: 


IE 
i 
ll 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| # 


God 1 Covenant- Peof le 


broken heart, ard ſaveth ſncb as be 
of a Contrite Spirit» This then 1s 
the fult regard, whereia Gods 
People are ſaid to be Near to him 
( viz.) God's Nearnels unto 
them, 

2.1n rcgard of Aﬀc&ion to them, 
he is, and 1s ſaid to be Near to 
them, Lord help us to believe it, 
Gad's People ſometimes can't hard. * 
ly believe it; you know thele Peoes 
pie whom we by love account dear, 
we account allo to be very Near to 
us. Dearneſs and Neatneſs are 
here Convertible, Now God's 
'ecople arc the dearly belowed of bus 
Sosl, Jer, 12, 7. in Original but 
one word, I have given the dearly 
beloved of my Soul, | Heb. the 
love] into the hands of her enemies, 
And that is one of the titles Chriſt 
gives his Church, throughout the 
whole Song of Solomon z My Love, 
my Dove, &c, $0 ncar to him the 
Chnrch d-(ireth to be, chat Song, 
8, 6, ſhe prays, Sev me as a Seal 
en thy heart, What is the meaning 
of that ? ir, ſhort, love medearly, 
and love makes as firong an im- 
| r= 


near unto him. 


preſſion on the heart as a Seal doth 
vpon any thing, to which it 1s ap- 
plyed ;\ ſhe delires to be near the 
heart of! Chriſt, and that his Love 
towards her may have deep impreſ. 
ſions there, as the naines of the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael, had on the 
breſt. plate of Judgment, which A- 
aro did bear on his heart, when 
he went in into the Holy. place. 
Exod, 28, 21, 29, Further, ſhe 
prays there, 4s 4 Seal »pon thine 
arm, for love 1s as ſlrong as death ;; 
in which ſhe defires alſo his Com- 
paſlion, and Aﬀection, The Lord 
expreſleth the fame thing in a like 
phraſe, to his Church : laying, Be 
hold 1 bave graven thee on the 
palms of my hands, Ia, 49. 16.1 
remember the Lord makes ulc of 
one exprelſion more, to ſet it torth 
by, the ſignet on the right band, ard 
thar is near, in place and affectio:n 
too, Fer. 22, 24, where the Lord 
ſpeaks of Coxzab, one of the Kings 
of Fudab, and faith to this purpole ! 
As 1 live ſaith the Lord, though C:- 
mak the Son of Tebojakom, King of 
Judah, were thur Signet on my 
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right band, yet would I plack thee 
thexce, &c. A Man's Signet, that 
he wears on his right hand, what 
an eſteem and love hath he for that! 
yet lajth God, though be was 4s the 
Signet on my right hand, would 1 
pluck thee thence: Sin will make a 
ſeparation between a perſon or peo= 
ple, though near to him. And 
chat is the ſecond thing, God's 
People are his dearly beloved, and 
lo they are near upon the account 
of Aﬀection. 

3. In regard of Relation to God, 
tliey are nearly related to Godzthere 
15 a Spiritual kin, and alliance be- 
eween God and his people, you 
ſhall find nearneſs and kin are Con- 
vertible an the Scriprure, Lev. 2r, 
2. But for bis kin that is near unto 
him, that 3s, for his CMothir, and 
Father, and for his Son, and for 
his Daughter, and for bu Brcther, 
and vcr. 3. andfor bis Siſter, ———— 
T hat 1s nigh unto bim, 8c, $0 that 
Kin and Nearneſs are joyned to- 
gether, words of the ſame 1m- 


pIrt, 
Now 


; 


4 


near unto bim.. 


Now there is a twofold Relati- 
on betwen God and his People, 
which makes the Kin to be fo 


| Near. 


I, By Regeneration and the new= 
birth. 

2, By the Marriage-Covenant ; 
and bleſied are the people, thar 
are in ſuch a Nearneſs unto God ! 

Firſt by Regeneration, and the 
new-birth : that is one way the kin 
comes in, (if I may ſo ſpeak) and 
therefore you ſhall find through. 
out the Scripture, that they are 
ſaid to be born of God, and born 
againz and hence is it that all that 
are regenerate are called rhe Sons 
and Daughters of the living God, 
and whoare nearer t£o,us than our 
Children; theſe are che Children of 
God, being born of him. Joh, r. 
12. As many as believed, to then 
gave he power, to become the 
Sons of God, How came they to be 
the Sons of God ? ver. 13. ſhews, 
which were born, not of blood, wor of 
the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. $9 in the Epiſite 
of Foks throughout. are they faid 

£0 
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to be born of God : Now how near 1s 
the Fathcs ar:d ©:n, I need not tell 
you that arc Parents. SO near 1s 
the 1clation between. God and his 
People, 2 Cor, 6. 18. I will be 4 
Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
Sons, ard Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Ailm:ghty. What a Promiſe 
is this! he will receive them to be 
as near unto him, as he will receive 
his own Son that ſerveth b;m. And 
what a deal of Nearneſs of Afﬀection 
as well as Relation 1s therein this 
cale, Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us ! that 
we ſhould be called the Sons of God, 
x Joh. 3.1, You that are parents, 
think on this; when you ſee your 
Children in the ſtreets, or any 
where about you,Oh how are your 
hearts drawn out after them ; learn 
hence, to be afteted with the near. 
neſs, both ofRelation andA ﬀection, 
that is between God and hisPeople; 
you cannot love your Children 
though your hearts run out after 
them, as God loves his Chiidren; 
all the afte&tion of all the parents 
inthe World to their Children, is 

but 


near unto him, 


out the drops of a bucket in Com- 
pariſon of God's loye to his people 
and his Children. 

2, By Marriage-Covenant are 
they Near to God, And chis is lo 
near a Relation, that all other kin 
are tO be letc for this Relation; chey 
that are married, as to their Relati- 
on 1n the fleſh, are beco:ne one fleſh, 
ſo near they are, Mat. 19. 5. Juſt 
as Adam ſaid of the woman, when 
God brought her to him,this 55 bone 
of my bone, and fleſh of my fiſh, Gen. 
2, 23-Bcloved,Gods people are his 
married people, and they are his 
eſpouſed people; full of this is the 
Scripture in many places.2 Cor,1r. 
2.1 have eſpouſed jou to one busband, 
that 1 may preſent you a chaſt Virgin 
to Chriſt, Hol, 2..19, 20, { will be- 
troth thee unto me for ever,yea fg will 
betroth thee nnto me,in righteouſneſs 
and in judgment and in loving kind- 
neſs, and un mercies. 1 will even 
betroth thee unto me 1n faithfulneſs, 
&c. Jer. 3. 14. turn Oh backſlide 
eng Children, ſaith the. Lord, for 1 
am married unta you, Ilas 5 4.F+ 
For thy Maker 13 thing + 

or: 
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Lord of hoſts 1s his name, Oh what 
an husband 15 this ! Every woman 
3s apt to admire her own huſband, 


but what an husband 1s this of ' 


Souls! Mark, how the Apoſtle 
doth improvethis natural marriage 
to a Spiritual uſe, x Cor, 6, 16,17. 
What, know ye not that be that is 
7oyned to an Harlot 1s one body ?- for 
he ſaith, ye (hall be one fleſh, ver, 17. 
but be that 15 joyned to the Lord, 65 
one Spirit, The Apoltles deſign is, 
to take off people from Fornication, 
and che argument is taken from the 
deſign of God 1n Marriage : God 
made Marriage that there might be 
an union betwixt the Man and the 
Woman, Now preſently after Mar- 
riage, for perſons to run away one 
from another, for a Man to make 
himſglt one body with an Harlot, ic 
ſubyerts che defign of God in Mar- 
riage;and the Apoſtle improves itzin 
the next words, He that is joyued to 
* the Lord is one Spirit, A Spiritual 
myſtical Union there is betwtxt 
God and hisPeople, and1 hope ma- 
ny that heard and now read this, 
have experience and aſſurance of 
ic 


wes 4.4 pom - yy = 
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It, and the Loxd grant that more 
may. And here allo are both the 
Nearneſles joyned together, not 
only the Nearneſs of Relation, but 
of AﬀcCtion : if the AﬀeRion be 
ſtrongly knit beeween the husband 
and che wite, there is no AﬀeQion 
ſtronger than that, and no lets 
itrong and faichful berween God 
and the Soul, All which ſhews, 
that they are related to God, as 
near as any Relation in the Worid, 

3. I may yer add another Relati- 
on which is not ſo near as the for- 
mer, that are alrcady mentioned, 
though near alſo;zthat ſets forth this 
Ne-arneſs between God and his 
People: and that is that of Servants, 
God is the Maſter, and his People 
are che Servants too; and ſome 
Mufters and Servants are very dear 
one tv another, a wonderful Near- 
neſs of Aﬀection there is of ſome 
Maſters to their Servants, and of 
lome Servants to their Maſters ; 
though no Relation as co the fleſh 
by aftinity, or Conſanguinity, yer 
they love them tenderly, I ſhall 


give you an inſtance of this in the 
Cen. 
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Centurion and his Servant, Luk, 
7. 2. A ctirtain Centurions Servant 
who was Dear unto him wat ſich,and 
he ſhewed tha: he was dear to hun 
in his tenderneſs of him, 1n that 
wear Candition he was ;z and ap- 
plying himſelf to Chriſt for him, 
Moſes 1s called the Servant of the 
Lord, Meſes my Servant ts dead, 
faith G2d, and you know that ex- 
pretlion, Moſes myServant,usa token 
of the great Aﬀection God had to 
him, and an high honour and e. 
ſteem, that after he was dcad the 
Aimighty confer'd upon hm. 

4, Nay obſerye, un the laſt place 
thar God's People are as Near to 
him, ardas Dear to him, as any 
of our Houſhold, and Family are to 
us. And therctore are they called 
the houſhold, and family of God, 
Eph, 2.12, But now in Chri/} Jew, 
ye *: ſometimes were far off, are 
mads nigh by th? bland of Chriſt: 
Compare this with ver, 19. Now 
therefore, ye are no more ſtrangers, 
and foreagners, but fellow=Cinzens 
with the Saints, ard of the heuſhoid 
of God, Yea to cloſe up this partie 
cular, 
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cular, whatſoever Relation may ex- 

rels Nearneſs and Dearneſ(s,in that 
Relation ſtand God and his People 
each to other ; and thus is the third 
thing fully proved. 

4+ They are near to God, in re- 
gxrd of Jclus Chriſt; and chat oNn 
(WO accounts x 

. Ot Union to Jeſus Chriſt : 

2. Ot being purchaſed by Jeſus 
Cirift, 

Firſt, in regard of the Near Un1- 
on there 's berween Chnſt and 
them, Nay and aid co this, .the 

ear Relation that is berween 
Chriſtarnd them ; and there is one, 
tigt renders theſe words, to this ve- 
ry ſenſe and purpole: A people Near 
unto him. One reags it 


very c:itically, the people 
of his Ncar one, or of him 
that is near to him, viz» 
God, ct him that comes 
near to him as a Pricft, 
and fits at bis 11ght hand 
as a King, meaning the 
Lord Jejus Chriſt ; now 


ef apulo propre: 7s 
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wr jacerdosy7 ſedet 
ad dexteram ens) 
t rex«uempe ( ht = 
ks M: P.- ſyn. ex 
Gei. & Cocceio. 


Ciriſt is near to God, and there 1s 


none Nearer to God than he, 
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b near that he is his only natural Son 
k the only begotten Son of God; na; of 
he 15 God himſelf, he is of the ſam Ip 
ſubſtance with the Father, one tha! 
accounts it »o robbery to be equal 0 
with God, Phil.2,6. and theretor C 
call'd God's fellowyZech. 13+ 7. they | 
are as near to hum, as the member; | 

\ 

] 


are to the body, 1 Cor. 12.27, Noy 
Je are the body of (briſt and member: 
in particular. What a privileds 
15 here! you are the body of Chriſt} . 
that is,the myſtical body of Chriſt.| | 
Chriſt hath a natural body, andi| 
myſtical body; his natural body 1 
thar, which was made up of fleſh & 
blood, formed by the Holy Ghoſ 
in the Womb of the Virgin : But 
then his myſtical body are all 
Chriſtians, who are as really hi 
members, as his Hands, and Arms, 
and Feet, and Eyes, and Leg 
were members of his natural body, 
Chriſt is the myſtical Head of his 
Church and every believer 15 a my- 
ſtical member of Jeſus Chrift: how 
fully yer doth the Apoſtle cxprels 
this, to the ſame purpoſe, Eph. 5. 
30, For we are members of bis oy 
0 


Son 


near unto him, 


nadef bis fleſh, and of bis bong. He 


am 
thx 


que 


fore 


iſt | 


peaks of the Marriage-Union in the 
neighbouring verſes, much like that 
of Adam concerning Eve his wife, 
Gen. 2, This i bone ofmy bone, and 


ej] fuſÞ of w»y fleſh. Bur faith the Apo- 


ile,T hw # a great myſtery,but Iſpeak, 
concerning Chriſ® and busCharch, 
ver. 32, Further, it you obſerve the 
Nearneſs of relation they have to 
Jeſus Chriſt, it will alſo appear how 
near they are toGod. They are 
near to him, in regard of their kin 
and allyance to Chriſt too; He 
counts them 1n the neareſt Relation 
to himſelf,and therefore they muſt 
benear to God by vertue thereof: 
ſce it in that full Scripture, Mat. 
12, 46, &c, One ſaid to biym (chat 
is, to Chriſt) þebold thy Mather, 
and thy Brethren ſtand without, de- 
firing to ſpeak, with thee, 4.8, Bat be 
ay[ſwered who 1s my Mother ?—— 
8c. 49. And be ſtretched forth bus 
hands towards his diſciples, and ſaid, 
bebold my Mother and my Brethren. 
verſ, 50. For whoſoever ſhall do the 
will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven, the ſame it my Brother and St- 

fer, 
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fer, ard Mother, Now it they 
be Near to Chriſt by vertue of rela 
tion, and Union, to him, as we 
have ſcen, they are in both thele re- 
gards one together,and proved;then 
certainly,they muſt alſo be Near to 
God.So that that is the firſt regard, 
they are near to God on the account 
of Chriſt, (v4z.) heir Union and 
Relation to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Secondly, They are Near to 
God, with reſpe& cothe Lord J:- 
{us Chriſt, in regard they are the 
purchaſe of his blood, They arc 
tis purchaſed people, and that 
makes tham Near to God ; he hath 


bought them to God by his blood, out] 


cf every kindred and tongue ard va- 
ron. Rev. 5.9. by the Sufterings of 
feſug Chriſt, and by no other 
means,were we brought unto God, 
x Pet. 3. 18. For Chriſt alſo hath 
once [aftered for ſins, the Juſt for the 
unjuſt, that he mi hs; brivo us th 
God, We had never becabrought un- 
to God, had ir voc bcen jor the 
blood of Jeſus Cinitt, whereby vc 
ebat were afar off were made nigh, 
Eph. 2. 14, Time was, when there 


. ——__ 
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was a great diltaiiic betyiern Grd 


near unto hin, 
and them, and when they were a 
oreat way oft, what a {ad caſe was 
that ! bat being bought by Chriſt's 
blood, we wrre thereby brought 
ng unto Gad alſo, How ſo ? 
Why, we were brought nigh unto 
God by Chrift*s reconciliation, 
which he made for us to God; by 
his death and ſufferitigs. And we 
ſhall bz wholly and tully broughc 
nigh unto God hereafter, when we 
ſhall be brought into the Kingdom 
ot God, where God & Jeſus Chrilt 
are, and we {hall be with him tor 
ever, Here ate we brought nigh in 
regard of friendſhip, bur not in re- 
gard of that fulneſs of tellow!hip 


\ which we ſhall enjoy in Heaven. 


And theretore are we ſaid to be abe 
ſent from the Lord,2 Cor.y. 6.while 
at home in the body, Duct there had 
been no enjoyment of Goa here, 
nor of the Kingdom of God here= 
aſrer, it Chriſt had not ſuff:red, bur 
now ther*s both: chis 15 thc fourth 
regard, in which we are {414 T0 ve 
ni2h unto God. 

F- They are (2:4 to be a People 
Near to God, 1a r2g479 of emer 
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liberty of tree acceſs unto God;rthcy 
have the priviledg of approaching 
nigh to the throne of grace, and 
thereby draw nigh to God. And 
this the Apoſtle lays down by way 
of Encouragement and Counſel in 
two places of the Hebrews, Heb, 
4+ I6. Let us therefore come boldly 
to the Throne of Grace, that we may 
obtain Mercy, and find Grace to he! 

us 1n the timeof need. And all 
chis is ſtill upon the account of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, becauſe we have ſuch a 
great high-Prieſt, that 1s paſſed into 
che Heavens. Hence it 1s that we 
may come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, Compare with ver. 14- 
ſo Heb, 10. 22, Let ws draw near 
with 2 true beart, in full aſſurance 
of Fatth having our hearts ſprink/ed 
from an evil Conſcience. This 1s the 
great priviledg of Chriſtians, that 
they are made Kings, and Priefts 
unte God, and bis Father. Now 
you know thePrieſts under the law, 
1t was their place,and office ro draw 
nigh unto God ; as doth appear by 
theſe two places of Scripture, Ley. 
IO, 3, Where when fire from Hea- 
yell 
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ven had devonred Nadab and A- 
bibs, the two Sons of Aaron, for 
offering ſtrange fire, Moſes uttered 
theſe words: Th # that the Lord 
ſpake, I will be Santlified in them 
that come nigh 'me, It was their 
Office to draw nigh to God, and 
for them to draw nigh to God 
with ſtrange fire, contrary to the. 
very Command of God ! therefore 
fire from Heaven came down upony 
them, See likewiſe, Numb. 16. 40. 
There,upon the occaſion of the de- 
ſtruction of Korab, Dathas and A- 
biram tor oftering Incenſe unto the 
Lord, which thing belonged only 
unto the Prieſt, the Cenlers were 
laid aſide to be a memorial to the 
Children of [ſrae/, Thar »o ſtranger 
that ts not of the Sted of Aaron, 
come rear to offer Incenſe before the 
Lord: - Now Jeſus Chriſt having 
made us Kings and Prieſts to God, 
this is the great Priviledg, that we 
have by him, that we may draw 
nigh unto God, Heb. 7. 19. and 
ofter up our Prayers as Incenſe co 
God, together with all other our 
holy Duties, as ſo many Spiritual 
E, I Sacrie 
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= Sacrificer, acceptable to God by Feſus 
Chriſt, x Per, 2, 5.Being bailt upon 
him a Spiritual Houſe, and Holy 
Prieſthood, to that very end. Jclus 
Chriſt is the perſon that doth ap- 
proach nigh to God in our behalf. 
Jer, 30.21. [ will cauſe himto draw 
near axd he ſhall approach to me, 
for who is be that engageth his heart, 
ro approach unto mi! ſaith the Lard. 
Who is he that God will chule ro 
draw near unto him? Literally and 
primarily ic may be underſtood of | 
the civil Governour, but ultimately 
and conſummately of Jeſus Chriſt, 
(who undertook not his Office 
without Gods call) who in the be= 
halt of believers, hath engaged his 
heart ro approach nigh unto God, 
and we by him do draw wghto 
God, Heb. 19. 19. Boldneſs we have 
ro enter into the bolieft by the blocd of 
Feſw, with Eph. 2. 18.For through 
bim we both have an acceſs, by 
one Spirit unto the Father; fo Epi. 
3-12. In whom we bave boldueſs,and 
cceſs, with Confidence by the fauth 
of kim. And whata Priviledg 1s 
this, thac every one of Gods 
Sa1i.ts, 


near unto him, 


Saints and People, may have the 
liberty as often as they will, to ap. 
proach nigh to God, to maketheir 
requeſts in every thing by Prayer and 
Supplication ! 

6. They are ſaid to be near unto 
God in regard of the Lord's choice 
and ſeparation of them, from, and 
and above all the People of the 
World unto himſelf; they are ſo, 
both from all eternity, and alſo in 
time; and this 1s ſpoken, of partzcu- 
lar perſons, and a who'e People 
jointly, Obſerve both Elect accor- 
ding to the toreknowledg of G:d 
the Father; x Pet, 1.2, they are 
his choſen people, Eph. 1.4, Ac 
cording as he hath choſen #1 in him, 
before the Foundatics of the World: 
thus for perſons, It you will 05- 
ſerve it alſo, tor a nation, or a pec- 
ple; Pſal. 135.4. For the Lord bath 
choſen Facob for bimſelf, and Iſra- 
el for hu peculiar treaſure,To which 
join that place Iſa, 41. 89.Bzr 1h: 
Iſrael, art my Servant, J acob whom 


| 1 have choſen, the Seed of Abrabam 


my friend; thou whem I bave token 
from the ends of the Exrth, ard [aid 
| I 2 #310 


| cumewordP 


ls ferar.i- Earth, Exod, 33.16. fo David 
| ted Exod, Plal. 4. 3. The Lord bath ſet apart 


i Sams ew... ; 
l: Texe his inheritance, Deut. 32.9, and 
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wnto thee, thou art my Servant; 1 
have choſen thee and no: caſt thee a- 
way. Hence are they ſaid to be a 
ſeparated People; fo ſhall we be ſe- 
—-=" parated I and my People from all the 
: eople that are upon the face of the 


bim that is godly unto him(elf,chere- 
VAN fore ſaid to be 4 people of bus inbe- 
ſame as ritance, Deut 4. 20, and the lot of 


his peculiar treaſure, Exod. 19. F. 

cnliar people. x Pet, 2. 9. and 
Chriſt cells cheDiſciples, That be had 
choſen them out of the World, and 
therefore the World bated them, Joh. 
I5. 19. {othatnot only from eter- 
nity but in time, not only perſons 
bur nations, God hath choſen to be 
his own people, above all the 
World beſides, And how great 1s 
the Þ riviledg co be God's choſen 
and peculiar People ! and fo made 
Near unco him : mind this I be- 
ſeech you 3 What a matcer of ſpe- 
cial obſervance ſhould this be to us, 
char God doth take here and 
tU1cre, Oue, Or tWO, or three above 
others 


near unto him. 


others, ſpecially when God Caſts a- 
way «ll the Wicked of the Earth like 
droſs, as Pſal, 119. 119. as a man 
throws dirt out of doors,then to be 
choſen out of them that are caſt 
away, what a ſpecial favour 1s this / 
not to be caſt out as droſs, but made 
up as Jewels, and preſerved in Jc- 
ſus Chriſt, what grace 1s this ! 

7. And Laſtly, in regard of 
their daily cloſe walking with God, 
are they near to him, A Chriſtians 
Converſation is ſaid to be a walk- 
ing with God; ſo ſaid of Erecch, 
Gen. 22. 24. twice together,it was 
his whole courſe, throughout all 
his life till God took him, Yea 
more fully a walking together, and 
they that walk together are Near 
each to other : though fin makes 2 
diſtance that God and a People 
can' twalk together, becauſe then 
they are not,cannot be agreed; yet 
being agreed and the proceſs made, 
they may and do very many of 
God's People walk together : nor 
only 1n their duties, are they near 
to him , but in the whole courſe of 
their Converſation; their hearts 
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and AﬀeCtions are till with him, 
and his preſence is with them, And 
thus in their whole life is there a 
bleſſed Communion, kept up and 
maintained betwixt God and their 
Souls. And this 1s. tne laſt kind 
' of Nearneſs, (viz.) the Nearneſs 
ot Converle and Holy Communion 
with God. 

Thus very briefly, I have opened 
to you, the Explicatory part of this 
Odlervation, There remains yer 
the Application of all this, and I 
ſhall ſpeak ſomething to this pur- 
pole; | 

Information. 
By way cf 3 Conſolation, 
Exhortation, 


I, Uſe of Informaticr; this dif- 
covers to us the great difference 
there is between Gods own Church 
and People, and others that are 
Worldly and Wicked men, God's 
Saincs and People they are near to 
God, and all others are People far 
cif from him; this is chat difference 
that God HiIth made, b:rween all 
tie Pcople of che Werld, and.his 

own 


near unto him, 


own People and Saints, And as 
wicked men are ſeparated and far 
from God, ſo are they far from the 
People of God alſo; they are divi- 
ded by God and ſeparated in regard 
of their eſtateshere, and the work 
1s ſtill doing cill the end of the 
World ſhall come ; and when he 


hath done this in time, then ſhall 


time have an end : but now they 
are ſeparated in regard of their e= 
ſtates only, hereaf:er they ſhall be 
ſeparated not only in regard of 
their eſtates but place allo; on 
Earth there is no ſuch ſeparation, 
there is no poſſibility of being altoge. 
ther ſeparated from the company of 
wicked men here; yea inthe very 
Church ic ſelf, whoſoever will be fo, 
muſt needs go out of the World, 
x Cor.5.9, 10. hereafter the wicked 
ſhall be ſeparated to the fartheſt 
diſtance from God and the Saints 
00, that poſſible can be, they are 
herenow far from him; The Lord 
is far from the wicked, but be hear- 
eh the prayer of the righteous, Prov. 
15, 29, what a Priviledg 1s that ! 
that God is ſo Near to the Righte- 
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ous, that he heareth every one of 
their Prayers in the aadeſ ſtare, 
they can be here in the World! and 
what a Comfort and Encourage- 
ment js that to pray to God ! there, 
God's hearing Prayer, is put con- 
tradiſtinet from God's being far 
from the wicked; and God 1s far 
ſrom the wicked inchis regard, that 
he hears none of their prayers, Pſal. 
18.41, They crytd, but there was 
none to ſave them, even to the Lord, 
but be anſwered thim not, according 
tO that fot 9.31, God bearah 
wot ſinners; that is, wiltul and impe- 
nitent ſinners; but on the contrary, 
TheLord is nigh to all that call upon 
bim, that call upon bim in truth, 
Pal. 145. 18. the Lord is ſo near 
ro his People, that he dwels ih his 
People, Ifa.g7. 15. Thus ſaith the 
high and lofty one, that mbabiteth 
Eternity, whoſe name ts boly,l dwell 
in' the H.gb and Holy place, wah 
him alſo that 1s of a contrite and 
Humble Spirit, &c, While men a« 
bide in their natural condition, 
God is far from them, and they 
are far from God, What a fad 

CONe 
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near unto him. 


condition is it, to be at a diſtance 
from God, did men but believe and 
ſeriouſly weigh ic! on the other 
hand, chis is indeed the high Pre- 
rogative of Gods People to be lo 
Near to him, Even here in this 
World, what a great dignity, do 
people think it to be, to be near co 
a great perſonage, whether the 
King, or if ic be one Interiour! and 
indeed it is a noble Priviledg to be 
nigh untothe Kings Perſon, cither 
in regard of kin or alliance, or to 
be converſant about himby way 
of attendance. And how greatly 
do they take on them, thatare 
near the blood Royal in deſcent, or 
bur near a Noble-man by way of 
ſervice? what honour and exalta- 
tion 1s it then to be near the living 


God in Spiritual kin and alliance ? 


this is crue Nobility, when God 1s 


the top of the kin, and Religion the 
roor,ſaith one, and co be Convere. 


ſant abour the preſence of che Lord 
in Spiritual ſervices, and pertor- 
mances, Ir is the peripbraſis or 
deſcription of Nubles, co be »ear 
the Kings Perſon, Jer. 52, 25. in 
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lev, T bat ſaw the face of the King: 
to be about great and high perſons 
18 a great dignicy, but how- much 
more to compaſs God about and to be 
ren:d about him ; as the Saints are 
Jaid to do, and to be, Plal. 7, 7+ 
So ſhall the Congregation of the pec- 
ple Compaſs thee about, So Plal. 
76. IT. let all that be round about 
him, bring preſents| &c. Geds 
People are ſaid to be round about 
him,as the 12, Tribes pitched round 
about the Tabernacle, Namv..2.2, 
and, as the four Beaſts, and four 
and ;twenty Elders were-tound +> 
bout Gods throne, Rev. 4-4- 
with 6, ſo the Chaldee expoundeth 
it; Te that dwell about the Sanitua- 


| | A-f. in ry, as the Nobles dwell round a- 
Pſal. 76. zour the Kings Court: they ſer the 


Face of God, . that are round 'about 
God and converſe wit God, -and 
God and they ſpeak together, as 
God is ſaid todo to Moſes, who 
could ſpeak to: God, when he 
would, and was ncar to God, a 
great while cogether,at ſome. times; 
and God 1s ſaid to ipcak ro: Moſes 
Pace to Fact,as a man ſpraketh = 
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bu Friend, Exod. 33. 11, theſame 


he is ſaid to doo {ſrae! his people, 
(whom the Text tells us was a pec- 
ple near unto bim) on mount Sinasy 
Deut. 5. 4+ but now wicked men 
are afaroft, they have no relation 
to God, nor affe&ion from God; ſo 
ſaith David, be knows the proud a: 
far off, Pſal, x38. 6, and as they 
are ſo they deſire to be, for, They ſay 
unto God, depart from us, Job 22, 
17. thus do we ſee the firſt thing 
diſcovered to us,even the difference 
there is betweenWicked and Godly 
men. 

2, Uſe,By way of Conſolation; 
it is for Comtprt to all the Saints 
and People of God, that do enjoy 


thisPriviledg, that are indeed near. ' 


unto Godzand I ſhall tell you (bre- 
thren) there are divers Priviledges 
follow from this. 

Firſt of all, God will beſare to 
ſufter none to do them harm that 
be near to him, or if he doth, he 
wall avenge them. Would you 
no ſo for them that are near 
you ? If any ſhould come to hurt 


your Child, would you not fave 
; him 
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him if you could ? If any body 


ſhould ſer on your wife, to do her 
any wrong or injury, you would 
do the utm.{t you could to avenge 
their quarrel: juft ſo jt is with God, 
he ſuffered no man to do them wrong, 
Plal. 105. 14, yea, he rebuked 
K ings fot their [akes, I 5. ſaying 
__ wot mine auomnted, and do my 
Prophets no barm; or if they do, be 
will avenge them,4nd ſhalf not God a- 
venge bis own Eleft? Luk. 18. 78. 
which cry unto bim day and night, 1 
tell you be will avenge them ſpeeduly, 
«lthough he bear long with them ; 
where the injury and wrong of 
GodsPeople are let forth by the in 
jury done by a great perſon to a 
pe Widow, God avenging them ; 

y the parable of a Judg, who 
though he feared not God, nor yet re- 
garded eMan, yer becauſe of the 
Widows importunity, would a- 
venge her of her adveſrary : now if 
an unjuſt Judg will avenge, be- 
cauſe of importunity, a perſon that 
15 no way allied to him z thalk not 
the moſt righteous God, take Ven- 
geance for the wrongs of his _ 

CO 


_— 


wy _ — ww: m@c. = Hal wad 


—_—_— a — OC" 
CI ——_—_——— 


- — 
— 
—_ c__ 


| 
| 
| 


near unto bim. 


People, that are ſonear unto him ? 
Now mind that, and comfort your 
lelves, God will be careful of your 
ſafety; no body ſhall hurt you, or 
if they dare, and do endeavour it, 
the Lord to whom vengeance belong- 
eth, will rake your part, and take 
vengeance for you. Ic may be, you 
may ſuffer affliction for the Goſpels 
ſake, wicked men may be injurious 
to you, for Religions ſake; remem- 
ber, there is a God that will take 

our part, that art thus nigh to 
Gn and I could with that all that 
are under {ufferings tor Righteouf. 
neſs ſake, might have Faith co live 
upon this Truth, and if God call 
us co more and greater ſufferings, 
we might treaſure up this Truth a- 


- gainſt ſuch a time comes. 


21y, God will fellow-feel with 
you too, if you are a Peaple near 
unto him, and this Priviledg 1s as 
oreat, aS the former; there 1s a fa- 
mus Scrip:ure for this, [ſa. 63. 9, 
In all their affl tions be was aff. ft- 
ed, and the Angel of bus preſence 
ſaved them ; in bis love and in bis 
pity be redeemed them,and bare 
them, 
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them, a»d carried them all the days 
of old. Tre Chapter ſpeaks of the 
works God had done formerly for 
I/rael,but principally with reſpect 
tothe Wilderneſs, how pitiful was 
God to [ſrae/, when they were 1n 
the Wilderneſs ! and how did God 
ſhew himſelf to be concerned, in all 
the Afﬀiiftion that did light upon 
them, by a compaſſionate Fellow= 
feeling ! If any be (lick, or in Aﬀt- 
Etion,that be near to us, how ready 
are we to lay it to heart, how are 
we affected with it !ſo will God 
be with all our troubles, be they 
what they will be. And mark you, 
the ſame expreſſion is ſpoken cone 
cerning our inward AfﬀiiAion, and 
remember it againſt the time 
that cronble comes; it is ſp:Ken of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Heb, 4. 14, 
Sreeng then we bave a preat bigh- 
Prieff, that is paſſed 11/0 the Hea- 
vens, Feſus the Son of God. — For 
we have not an bigh Prieſt, that 
canrot be touched with ourinfirmitiesy 
but was in all points tempted as we 
are, yet without ſin. He was 
tempted te fin, though he was not 

pare 
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near unto him, 


prevailed over by the temptation, 
and therefore Jeſus the Son of 
God, can be touched with the feel- 
ing of our temptations.Somerimes 
the violence of temptation 1s ſo 
ſtrong,and (ſo hard to be dealt with, 
that were 1t not, that a perſon 
| could look toChriſts fellow-feeling, 
| and to God's pitty, it were a cauſe 
.not to be undergon. I believe I 
ſpeak to ſome that underſtand, and 
| experience what I ſay now; if we 
commiſerate thoſe that be Dear and 
Near to us, (nay and thoſe that be 
not ſo, but inthe common borids of 
nature -with' us) fo that we take 
what hath befallen them, as though 
it had fallen on our own ſelves,how 
much more will God! and bleſſed 
be God, that we ate nigh to ſuch an 
one that can fellow-feel wich us, 
if not, we werean undone people ; 

that's the ſecond, a 
3. A third Priviledg is this, the 
advantage they have of prevailing 
with God, in the requeſts they do 
preſent 'to him; all cheir ſuits and 
requeſts ſhall be accepted and 
granted, and free and open acceſs - 
is 
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his preſence to ask any thing of 
him, and not be denied,ſtill asking 
according, to his Will, And hence 
ic is, that they are ſo prevalenc 
with God, becauſe they are a peo- 
ple near to God, and becaule they 
are ſo near to him, that 1s, ſo near 
ro him that is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt;zhence it is,that they can have 
all their Payers anſwered, anda | 
their petitions fulfilled, becauſe chey 
are a People near to God;the Lord 
is near to anſwer all their Prayers; 
the Lord increaſe our Faith, for 
herein lyes much of the comfort of 
Chriftianity. You know if a ſtran.. 
ger come to requelt any thing of us, 
or an enemy, we donot ſo much as 
look on them, nor grant them 

(though it ſhould not beſo wittr us, 

and we ſhould not do fo) bur if 
our familiar friend requeſts any 

thing of us,he will ſoon prevail; it a, 
wite come, and defire her Hus- 
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band to do ſomething for hef, or a. * 


Child ſhould defire his Father 
to do ſomething tor him, or give 
ſomething to him, though another 
ſhould nor, yet they (hall prevail, 
why £ 


— —— 


near unto him; 


why? Becauſe they be near to him, 
So it is with God, God's People 
are his Married People, his new- 
bom Children, therefore they have 
ſuch prevalence with him in all 
their addreſſes unto him, They 
may freely, but humbly Converſe 
with him, and may have Commus- 
nion with him, x Fob, 1, 3. God 
Commanded, Exod, 25. 22. that 
there ſhould be a Mercy-ſeat,and 0- 
ver the ->Mercy-ſeat rwo golden 
Cherubims, and chey ſhonld look 
one towards another, and when 
God did come and ſpeak to his Peo. 
ple, the text tells us God promiſed, 
T here will meet with thee,and there 


will I Commune with thee, yr a= . 


bove the Mercy-Seat; and hence 
the Apoſtle draws his encouraging 
argument, /et ws come boldly to the 
T hrone of Grace, Heb. 4. 16. that 
we may obtain mercy &c, the Mer- 
_ in the Old-Teſtament, 1s 
the throne of Grace in the New. 

4+ Their protection is ſure, God 
will undertake for their defence, 
which is much of the ſame 1mpor- 
rance with the firſt;therefore I ſhall 
lay by way of addition lictle ” ic 
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here; their ſafeguard is ſure,becauſc 
God undertakes for them ; They 
are as dear 'to him as the Apple of 


his eye, and he that toucherh you, i 


toucheth the Apple of my eye, ſaith 


God, Zech.2. 8, and their ſafety] 


15 [er forth by their Nearneſs troGod, 
yea under the ſhadow of thy wings 
will I make my refuge, till cheſe 
calamities be over-paſt, Pſal, 5 7.1, 
I have covered thee in the ſhadow of 
mine hand. Iſa. 5 1, 16. he ſhall cover 
thee with his feathers, Pſal. 91.4. 
nearer we can'c beznor yet ſafer. 

5- They being a People nigh co 
God, God will provide for them 
too, and taketare for their ſopply 3 
will-rrot an husband provide for his 


Wife ? and a Father for his Child. 


ren ? O God'be merciful to a great 


many Husbands and Fathers, that | 


have noCompaſſion on their Wives 
and Children, but ſpend all they 
ger, and undoe their poor families ! 
but God 1s not ſueh an Husband,nor 
ſuch a Father, God hath laid a ſpe. 
cial charge upon Maſters of families, 
that they ſhould provide for their 
own houſhold;and if a man provide 

not 


| 


rear unto bim, 


not for his own, and ſpecially 
them of his own houſe, he hath de- 
nied the Faith, and is worſe than an 
infidel, ſaith God by the Apoſtle, 
1 71. 5.8, How many ſuch Ma- 
{ters and Parents are there in the 
pale of this vifible Church, that 
have the badg of Chriſhani:y upon 
them,that conſume all in their luſts, 
and are inthis ſenſe worſe than the 
Infidels; the Heathens, and Pa- 
gans| now will God lay that 


, | charge upon us, and will he not 


doit himſelf? doth God require 
us to provide for our houſhold, and 
will not God provide for his ? are 
not God's People his houſhold , 
and ſo his own, as near as Wife, 
Children, and Servants? and will 
not God then take care of them? 
Will God teach us providence, and 
care for our Relations, and hall nor 
God do ſo for his? When you 
wan: your bread,you that are poor 
remember this, it you be a People 
near unto God, he will provide for 
you; and this ſhould learn you the 
Apaltles leflon,to caſt all your care 
upon him, who careth for you, 
1 Pet, 5.7. And what a meicy it 
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here; their ſafeguard is ſure,becanſc 
God undertakes for them ; They 
are as dear 'to him as the Apple of 
his eye, and he that toucheth you, 
toucherh the Apple of my eye, ſaith 
God, Zech. 2, 8, and their ſafety 
15 ſer forth by their Nearneſs toGod, 
yea under the ſhadow of thy wings 
will I make my refuge, till cheſc 
calamities be over-paſt, Pal, 57.1, 
I have covered thee in the ſhadow of 
mine hand. Iſa. 5 1, 16. he ſhall cover 
thee with his feathers, Pſal. 91. 4- 
nearer we can't be,nor yet ſafer. 


5. They being a People nigh to | 


God, God will provide for them 
too, and raketare for their ſupply 3 
will-not an husband provide for his 
Wife ? and a Father for his Child. 
ren ? O God'be merciful to a great 
many Husbands and Fathers, that 
have noCompaſſion on their Wives 
and Children, but ſpend all they 
ger, and undoe their poor families ! 
but God 1s not ſueh an Husband,nor 
ſuch a Father, God hath laid a ſpe. 
cial charge upon Maſters of tamilies, 
that they ſhould prov:de for their 
own houſhold;and if a man provide 

not 


T 

q 

| ( 
| 

| 

| 


”ear unto him, 


not for his own, and ſpecially 
them of his own houſe, he hath de- 
nied the Faith, and is worſe than an 
infidel, ſaith God by the Apoſtle, 
1 T1. 5. 8, How many ſuch Ma- 
{ters and Parents are there in the 
pale of this vifible Church, that 
have the badg of Chriſhani:y upon 
them, that conſume all in their Iluſts, 
and are inthis ſenſe worſe than the 
Infidels, the Heathens, and Pa- 
eans| now will God lay that 
charge upon us, and will he not 
doit himſelf? doth God require 


' us to provide for our houſhold, and 


will not God provide for his ? are 
not God's People his houſhold , 
and ſo his own, as near as Wife, 
Children, and Servants? and will 
not God then take care of them? 
Will God teach us providence, and 
care for our Relations, and ſhall nor 
God do fo for his? When you 
wan: your bread,you that are poor 
remember this, it you be a People 
near unto God, he will provide for 
you; and this ſhould learn you the 
Apoſtles leflon,to caſt all your care 
npon him, who careth for you, 
1 P:t,5.7. And what a meicy it 


15 


4s 


9 1 a 
RFI A IS EEE Ir rr ee IO _—_ 
- _ - -_ 
> 


God's Covenant-People . 


15 to be able to beg our daily breaP*®!» 
from God, upon this Relation,tha#*#4 
we area People nigh tohim ! wi pid 
not God provide for his own ? Sures 3 
ly he will, God that requires w/*9 
LO do good to all men,bat eſpecially 
the bouſhold of Faith, Gal. 6. 10|$*© 
he himſelf is alſo good to all, byJ®! 
that general common Goodne(|WY 
which he extends to the whol{ 4 
Creation, Pſal. 145. 9. bur (pt Gr 
cially to his own 1ſrael; truely God th 
& good to Iſrael, Plal. 73. 1. the} 
People near unto bim,(text). It's only [2c 
the houſhold of Faith that 1s near|" 
to God,for Faith is the bond of our| Ac 
Union unto God and Jeſus Chriſt, | P* 
6. And Laſtly, remember and th 
take comfort in this alſo, as you| 
are now near to him here, ſo you| d 
ſhall be more near co him in Hea- | 
ven hereafter ; and this cloſeth up, | 
and compleateth the Happineſs of 
the People of God, he will bring | | 
them allto be near to hin in Hea- | | 
, 

| 


ven: methinks theſe things ſhould 
make our hearts a little burn within 
us, with aftetion, to be in a long- 
ing after this a 35” 

r\ 


near unto him, 


her, you (hall be as near to God «4 
taven and Glory (hall make you: 
/jjand how near will that be ? God 
xe/1s near to you now and you are 
jnedr to God now, but yet not- 
withſtanding in Heaven is the 
a|greateſt and chieſeſt Nearneſs, Here 
»y/ you have his preſence in a meaſure 
el with many interruptions; here fin, 
that makes a ſeparation between 
&| God and you z bur hereafter, you 
{| hall fully, immediately, and for 
ever have his preſence, you ſhall 
y[cver be excluded,or ſhut out of it; 
ir[time will come when there will be 
x] nothing that ſhall ſtand and inter- 
| | poſe berween God and you, all 
{| that ſhall cauſe a diſtance ſhall be 
u| taken out of theway : Oh what a 
1) bleſſed time will chat be! 
3. Uſe. By way of Exhortation 
| in two brancnes. 
'\ Firſt, Labour to make ſure 
| with the greateſt diligence and 
ſpeed you 'are poſſibly able, tha 
you are a People near unto God. 
And will not all thoſe chings chat I 
hinted, and propoſed to you, pre- 
vail with you? may not the Conh. 
derati:n 
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deration of all choſe Priviledges, that 
tollow upon this forenamed, that 
you are near to God, allure us,and 
prevail with us? do not be at a di- 
ſtance from God till, as you, have 
been; may you not ſay truely /t # 
good for meto,bt near, as David ſaid, 
[t is good for te to draw near to God? 
Plal. 73. 28. run through in your 
meditations, every qne of the Pri- 
viledges I have mentioned, be nor 
hearers or readers only, be periwa» 
ded then; methinks this one well- 
thought of before.named,of having 
every requeſt-anſwered, ſhould be 
a mighty ching. It is a Priviledg 
beyord all imagination, ſufficient 
to Provoke tothe higheſt admirati- 
on, and greateſt defire, and- en. 
deavour about this, that poilible can 
be, But Confider on the other 
hand, what is the miſery of being 
atar off from God, how great is the 
cy:l of being far oft ! why,T hey that 
are far from thee ſhall periſh, thin 


ba(t deſiroyed all that go a-whoring | 
from thee, laith David, Pſal. 73. | 


27, well, 1:3sa {ad caſe then to be 
ata d:Nancc from him. It we do 
{C11- 


{e1 
t 


near unto him, 


4 ſeriouſly lay it to heart, and this is 
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the Condition of every man 8& Wo. 


man, as they come into the World, 

till Chriſt make them nigh; I pray 

God make you and me more Con- 

fiderate of it : How long have you 

lived, and yer continue far from 

God ! Ir would make ones heart to 
ake toconhides, how many years 

we bave livedafar off, in point of 
reconciliation, Conſider one thing 
more, what Patience hath God ex- 
erciſed to you all this while, thar 
he hath prevented your periſhing in 
that Cordition ! what wonderful 
Patience, 8 what a World of long- 
ſuffering hath God Iengthned out 
towards you! Let me add one thing 
more, by asking you a queſtion, 
Will you live and die at [aft at a di- 
ftance from God, and not be made 
ni2h unto him ? What do you ſay? 
It I ihould ask every Man, and wo- 
man of you, as cvery oze of you 
ought to apply the word of God to 


| Four ſclves, Arc thou willing to 


liveand dy and not be made i. ear 
to God? what do your hearts lay 
to this? the L: rd G34 0; Heaven 
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by his Spirit awaken every one to a 
ſerious Conſideration of it: I darc 
ſay there is never a man or woman, 
if they were going to dic this mo- 
ment, but would be of this mind, 
that he might be near unto God; 
unleſs God had given them over un- 
to a reprobate ſenſe,to be ſo blinded 
by the Devil in their wickedneſs, 
that they cared not what became of 
bedy,or ſoul,or any thing for ever, 
What a ſad thing, that many ſay in 
their hearts, with thoſe in Job 22, 
Depart from us, for we deſire not the 
knowledg of thy ways, Thele do 
not defire God, or to be nigh unto 
him: but now weigh this, as if you 
were going to die, Would I beſet 
at a diſtance from God for ever 
and for ever ? and can I ever expect 
co be near to God hereafter, if [ 
am afar oft from God now ? 

Weigh theſe things above-ment!- 
oned in theie five particulars, for 
method and memories ſake. 

Ii. You came every one into 
the World, at a diſtance from 
God, 


2, How 


| 


— 
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2. How long have you lived at a 
diſtance from him ? 

3. How much patience hath God 
exerciſed towards you all this 
while ? 

4, Whether you intend to live 
and die in that Condition? or 

Fo Whether you can expeRt to be 
near to God hereafter,if you be not 
near to but far off from God here? 


if you live and die at the ſame, yea 


greater diſtance,than you came into 
the Wortd from God at, how far 
then will you be removed from 
God ? and that for ever ? if you be 
now ſo far by nature and continue 
all your lives widening the diſtance 
and pie without having it made 
up, you will never then come {o 
Nearzas £0 ſte the face of God with 
Comfcrt.I beſeech you look toit,for 
thele be the great truths, yea the 
greateſt concernments of your 
Souls. 

uery, What ſhall 1 do, what 
Con would you adviſe me to take, 

that 1 may be near to God ? 
Auſw, 1, Pray to God for the 
Spirit of regeneration, that thou 
K maziſt 
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wilt be made partaker of the Divine 
Natwe; if chou art born of the Spi- 
Tit, then wilc thou be near to God; 
As near agd as dcar as a Child is to 
his Father, 

2. Beg of God, to communicate 
to you the Benefi:s of Chriſt's Suf- 
ferings. For it is the blood of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt that makes us 
nigh to God, Eph. 2.14. For be 
35 our peace, who hath made Loth ont, 
and broken down the middle-Wall of 
partitzon, &c, between God and 
me", as well as between Jew and 
Gencile., Oh that we might by 
Faich,and Prayer ſtil] apply him to 
our Souls; He ſuffered the Juſt for thi 
unjuſt, that he might brixg #5 near 
' to God, Now beg of God to brin 
| you nigh co him by his Cor bBbk 
| 1 wiſh Tcould engage every perſon 
h of you, not to lie down this night, 
4 till you had prayed this Prayer, 
l chat you might, be brought nigh co 
} * G2d by the blood of his Son, -* 
iſ ' -' 3; Lay hold on the Covenant of 
God, the Covenant becrween Gcud 


maiſt be born of God, thereby thou | 


and his, people, it 13 a matrimonial | 
| Covc- | 
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Covenant, a Marriage-Covenant : 
now 1t is the work ot the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, co be wooers for 
Chriſt, and co beleech you in the: 
name of Chriſt, to be married to 
him; and I defire inthe name of 
God to make this propoſal, Will you 
hearken to it and accept of it ? God 
11 hisWerd doth offer to be marri=- 
ed to yourSouls, God doth call you, 
you have every oneot you run a- 
way trom God, and he calls you, 
as he did tolſracl of old, Retwry 
y1u back. ſliding ( hildren, for I am 
(1 will be) married unto you, Jer, 
2,14. What do you ay ? Will 
you give Conſent or nc? ſhall your 
Maker be your Hutband or ſhall he 
not? ask your own hearts this que=- 
tion, Art thou willing, Oh my Soul 
to be eſpouſed to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, or art thou not? weare 
ainbaſladors tor Chiilt, and he hath 
ſent me to invite you to him. And 
if this day there might be but one 
Sonl brought in to accept of Jcſus 
Chriſt, as it would be the day of 
the gladneſs of bis heart, Song, 3+ 


x1, lo wonld it bethe rejoicing oft 
K 2 mine. 
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mine, There is no ſuch match as 
this, no ſuch Husband as Jeſus 
Chriſt; how near it eſpouſed to 
God and Jcſus Chriſt! none nearer 
than Husband and Wite, the Lord 
therefore prevail with you, You 
have in the foregoing papers, dire- 
ion to and iwformation of aDcſign 
of a worthy man, and Miniſter of 
God, propoſing n ſeveral treatiſes, 
advice about parcicular tranſacting 
with God, between God and your 
own Souls apart, not in word only, 
bat in wiicingzand you have allo a 
few things added to ſhew the war- 
rantableneſs, and advantage of fo 
doing: and I could wiſh that cvery 
Cariftian in ctheWorld,might be pre- 
vailed with to do it efteAually and 
Ipcedily,Blefled be God for the ccms- 
fort of 1: never any one that hath 
taſted of the comfort of it would for 
any thing have ito do, Beſides the 
;nitance of one perſon, I have given 
in the foregoing eMppendix, that 


in ſore troubl:s improved it, | ſhall | 
here add onemore ot a perſon dying, | 


whom when I came vo viſir, being 


near to dcath,aftcr I asked concern 
ing 
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ing the parties ſtate, I ſaid I hope 
you are able ro reſign up your 
whole ſelf, Body and Soul; into 
the hands of God: Reply was made, 
this bhaye I done between God and 
my own ſelf many a time in a Cor- 
ner; and the draught between God 
2nd the Perſon, was found after a. 
mong other writings,when deceaſ. 
ed, So that there is no greater 
preparative, that fics for, nor will 
there be a greater ſtay to comfort, 
and embolden, when at the point 
of death; What can be greater en- 
couragement hereunto, than the 
experience of the Saints of God, 
both living and dead ? Up there- 
fore, and dchay no longer, but do 
it, thatſo you may kve, and die in 
full afluragce,that you arc,and ſhall 
be fully, and for ever, near to God. 

2, Branch of Exhortation, Let 
me beſeech you in the name of God, 
that have made ſure that you are 
a people near to God, that you 
| would walk as a people near unto 
| him, Firft,make the matter clear, 
| and then be ſure to have ſuitable 
| Converſations and that will be - 
* ST - 6 


* hw 


God r.Covenant-People 


if the former be done indeed, for 
the ſame Spirit of Grace that draws 
us to the one,will enable us to the 0. 
ther. Carry it towards God as be. 
comes ſo great a Priviledg, 

Query, But how ſhall we do that 
may ſome ſay? 

Anſw, 1, Be iure'to have a care 
of. that that will cloud your evi-= 


dences, and aſlurance of Nearneſs 


unto God, and put you 1n your ap- 
prehenlions at a great diftance a- 


gain from him, You may get aſſu- 
rance, but then .take heed, you 
do not meddle with that . which: 


will cloud it: time was you rejoic- 
ed in God as your God, and your 
Fatner, that your ſelves were . his 


Children, taken into-Covenant with 


him, and into. his family, in the 


neareſt relation to him, And when. 


you arg near.to God, you will be 


ever.ncar to God : but yet you may! 


loſe your aflurance by your fin; for 
that will ſet you'at a diſtance again, 


it being a forſaking God, and de»: 


parture from :him; and fo cloud 


your apprehenſion of Gods affeRti.... 


en, your adoptionzand regenerati- 
on 
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on and acceptation, and thereby 
rob you of the Comfort of your 
condition and all your relation to 
God; therefore have a care of fin, of 
all and every fin whatſoeyer , and 
ſpecially your own iniquity, Some 
perſons are addicted to ſome fins 
more than others,ſpecially therefore 
take care of them, theſe will crack 
your peace, and cloud your eviden= 
ces: walk watchtully therefore, and 
labour to: have an unſpotted Con- 
verſation;z for the ſpots and fins of 
a mans Converſation will be clouds: 
upon his Soul, and will blur 
all his evidences, and fo break his 
Peace, 

2, Keep near to God as much as 
you can, aud .beas often with God: 


| as poſſibly you can, Do not-carry 


it ſtrangely towards God : be ofcen- 
in Gods Company, and frequent in 
his preſence. often ſee his-face, aud- 
draw nigh to him; my meanang is, 
be often in the ufe wt Ordinances, 
and the Duties of Gods Worſhip; 
ſpecially in Prayer,which-is a duty 
wherein God and the Soul draw as 


near one to another as in any duty 
what-- 
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whatſoever, Nobles are fill aboue 
che King, and it the King fiir to a- 
ny place without their privitya- 
way they go, and poſt to follow af 
ter him; ſo ſhould we, if God 
ſeems to withdraw himſelf; ſo the 
Church afcer her beloved, Song.3, 
& 5. Pſal, 63.8. My Soul follewetb 
hard after thee, faith David. 

3- Blels Gcd for his diſtin- 
guiſhing Mercy, to you above many 
others, many thouſands in the 
World; how many are kept oft,and 
ata diſtance ſtill, and what arc 
you that you ſhould be made nigh 
to God, when many thouſands are 
yet ſo far off from him! I cannot 
cell you why it ſhould be fo, only 
it 1s Gods good-will towards you; 
becauſc he will do it, therefore he 
doth it. There are thouſands and 
ten thouſands in the World, that 
have not thus liberty to come near to 
God; they are m the ſame tate 
that ever they were, and engoy not 


ſucha Priviledg as this is; therefore | 


ſhould we ferionily confider it. 
Mark what the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks, 
Dew. 6, 7, 8. TR LCEOPy 
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ple unto the Lord thy Ged, the Lord 
hath choſen thee ts be a ſpecial peo- 
ple unto bimſelf above all people that 
are upor the Face of the earth, The 
Lord did not ſet bis love npon you, or 
chuſe you, becauſe ye were more un 
number than any people, for ye were 
the feweſt of all people; but becanſe 
the Lord loved you, and becauſe be 
would keep the oath which be had 
ſworu unto our Forefathers, 8c, and 
lay within your hearts, why ſhould 
God deal fo with me to brirg me lo 
near to him, and leave others in the 
ſame ſtate wherein they were born? 
let your hearts be mightily affeted 
with this Love of God,and kindneſs 
of God. Methinks I could dwell on 
the perſwafion of people to this du» 
ty, that they would be much more 
raken wich the Conſideration of 
Gods ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing 
Kindneſs rowards theme. 

4.Laſtly be ſure to be humble and 
keep low; and that upon a double 
reaſon, 1, Becauſe that though 
you are a people nigh to God, of 
| his free Grace, yet there 1s a great 
' diſtance aud diſproportion berween 
K 5 God 
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G2od and you; for though you are 
brought (o near God, yet you are 
but Creatures : whereas God is 
the grem Creatour, you are but 
duſt and aſhery, God is the infinite, 
holy Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, 
Now the diſtance chat is be: ween 
God and you, thould dwell upon 
your hearts, and make you keep in 
a lowly frame ſti}l, and ſhould 
Create (clf.:baſing thoughts in yon 
ſo much the more: The Conſicerati- 
on of cur Priviledoes, & the Conte 
deration of God's great diltince 
from us, ſhou'd incieile our lelt. a. 
baſcment, 2, And then upon the ac- 
corunt of cur own fintulne's we 
ſhould be humble before God, 
Micah. 6. 8, What doth the L:rd 
thy God require of thee? but to da 
16{ly ard love mercy and waik hum- 
bly with thy God, Sce to it, that you 
do walk more lewly, and (elf. ab- 
fingly, conſidering what you are, 
en both theſe accounts, although 
God hath ſo dignified you. Amen. 
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Book's Sold by Thomas Cockeril at.the 


Atlas in Corzhil near the Royal 
Exchange, 


HE Morning Exerciſe at Cripple- 

gate, or leveral Caſes of Conſcience 

Practically Reſolved,by Sundry Miniſters.1n 
uarto, 

The Supplement to the Morning Exerciſe 
at Cripple-gate ; or leveral more Cafes of 
Conſcience Praftically reſolved, by ſundry 
Miniſters, in Owarts, : 

Pretious Faith ; or a diſcourſe of its Na- 
ture,Growth and EffeR ; by Edward Polehil 
of Burwaſh in Suſſex : Elquire in Oftavo, 

The Necure,Power, Deceit and Prevale 2- 
cy ot che Remainder of Indwellng fin,in be- 


*Hieversz Together with the ways ot Its work- 


ing and Mcans of Prevention; by Fohu Oxen 
D. D. in Ottavo, 
An An'1doie againſt Diſtraftions; or An 
Endeavour to ſerve the Church, in the Dat- 
ly Caſe of wandrings in the Worſhip of 
God, by Richard Steel. M, A, in Offavo, 
The Reuniting Chr:ſtiantty ; 0: the Man» 


Nncr 


Books Sold by Tho. Cockeril, 
+ ner how to rejoyn all Chriſtians under one 
}. Confeſſion of Faith, in Oftaveo. 

God a Chriſtias*s Choree Compleared, by | 


Particular Covenanting with God &c, in 
Purſuit of a Deſign Propoſed by Mr. R. .4. 
in his Book eutitled the Vindication of God» 
lineſs ; and by Mr. Thomas Vincent in his 
| Book Called, //ords whereby we may be ſaved. 
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